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INTRODUCTION. 

>  «    ••*••     »  < 

THE  matters  to  which  the  LETTERS  PATENT  contained  in  this 
volume  refer  are  so  varied  that  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  limit 
the  comments  within  reasonable  bounds.  Insight  is  given  into 
the  social  conditions  of  the  people,1  trade,2  pardons3  for  offences, 
reprisals  in  warfare,4  means  for  raising  forces  for  the  defence  of 
the  realm,5  the  periodical  clearance  of  gaols,6  as  well  as  to  such 
minor  points  as  the  amusements  of  the  lower  classes.7  Amidst 
such  miscellaneous  material  there  are  numerous  references  to 
the  sources  from  which  the  king  derived  his  revenue,  and  it  is 
of  interest  to  examine  this  subject  first. 

I.— THE    ROYAL    REVENUE. 

The  revenue  of  the  Crown  was  either  ordinary  or  extra- 
ordinary, the  former  consisting  of  such  monies  as  had  fallen 
to  the  Crown  from  time  out  of  mind,  to  use  the  customary 
quaint  expression.  Amongst  these  are  included  the  revenues 

acant  from  vacant  sees,  and,  before  the  dissolution  of  monasteries, 
those  from  abbeys  and  priories  on  the  death  of  the  abbot  or 
prior.  Many  sovereigns,  and  in  particular  William  Rufus,  kept 
bishoprics  for  a  long  time  vacant  for  the  sake  of  enjoying  their 
revenues.8 

iret  Fruits  Secondly,  the  king  claimed  the  first  fruits  and  tenths. 
l8'  Originally  these  fell  to  the  Pope,  and  were  first  introduced  into 
England  by  Pandulph,  the  Pope's  legate,  during  the  reigns  of 
John  and  Henry  III.  The  first  fruits  were  the  first  year's 
income  from  the  see  to  which  a  bishop  had  been  appointed. 

i  e.g.,  No.  XI.         J  e.g.,  Nos.  XIII  and  XVII.         3  e^  Noe.  II,  etc.        <  e.g^  Nos.  Till  and  XX. 
»  e.g^  No.  XV.  8  e.ff.,  Nos.  XIX  and  XXI.  "  e.g.,  No.  XI. 

8  Elizabeth  kept  the  See  of  Bly  vacant  for  nineteen  years  In  order  to  retain   the   revenue 
(Strype,  IV,  p.  351). 
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The  tenth  was  the  tenth  part  of  the  annual  income  of  such 
see.1  In  spite  of  numerous  laws  against  sending  these  taxes 
to  Rome,  the  clergy  continued  to  do  so  until  the  reign  of 

Henry  VIII.2 

Thirdly,  there  was  the  revenue  derived  from  the  rents  of  the 
demesne  lands  of  the  Crown  (terrae  dominicales  regis).  These 
lands  were  either  the  share  reserved  for  the  king  in  the  original 
distribution  of  the  land,  or  such  as  came  to  him  from  forfeiture. 

Fourthly,  were  the  profits  arising  from  the  fines  imposed 
upon  offenders  at  the  royal  courts  of  justice. 

Fifthly,  was  the  revenue  from  royal  fish,3  wrecks,  treasure 
trove,  waifs4  and  strays. 

Sixthly,  the  king  had  a  right  to  such  mines  as  produced  gold 
and  silver,  as  these  metals  pertained  to  the  royal  prerogative 
of  coinage. 

Lastly,  was  the  money  derived  from  the  forfeiture  of  felon's 
goods  and  land. 

The  extraordinary  sources  of  the  royal  revenue  were  taxes 
imposed  by  law. 

First,  were  the  taxes  which  are  now  included  under  the 
heading  of  land  tax.  Of  these,  that  most  frequently  mentioned 
is  the  tenth  and  fifteenth.5  The  tenth  was  originated  by  Henry  II 
in  order  to  defray  the  cost  of  his  proposed  expedition  against 
Saladin,  whence  it  was  called  the  Saladine  tenth.  Other  land 
taxes  were  scutages,  with  the  cognate  taxes  hydages  (which 
referred  to  other  lands  than  the  knight's  fee)  and  talliages  (taxes 
upon  towns  and  cities).  These  last  three  early  fell  into  disuse, 
and  from  the  time  of  Richard  II  and  Henry  IV  the  subsidy  was 
introduced.  This  was  a  tax  upon  persons  of  \\-  in  the  pound 
for  lands  and  2/8  for  goods. 

Secondly,  came  the  customs — tolls  paid  upon  goods  imported 
or  exported.  These  consisted  of  the  custuma  magna,  tolls  upon 


i  It  WM  claimed  under  the  Levltlcal  law,  v.  Numb,  xviii,  26. 

J  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII  it  was  computed  that  within  fifty  years  800,000  ducats   (about 
£400,000)  had  been  sent  to  Rome  for  first  fruits  only. 

a  "  At  another  time  they  had  to  send  a  fat  fish  (?  whale)  to  Oxford.  The  king  had  the  right  to  the 
head  and  the  queen  to  the  tail  of  all  such  flsh"  (Habet  Rex  privilegia  sicut  crasium  piscem  etc 
Bracton,  II,  p.  24).  In  1236  a  whale  was  caught  at  Millbrook,  which  in  the  king's  presence  was  given 
to  the  prior  of  St.  Swlthin.  In  1273  a  whale  was  cast  on  shore  at  Eling,  and  its  people  were  summoned 
y  the  king  for  depriving  him  of  its  head  and  tail  (Woodward,  Hist,  of  Hampshire,  II,  pp.  191  et  sea  ) 
The  royal  flsh  were  the  whale  and  sturgeon. 

<  "  Walfg  "  are  goods  stolen  and  then  waived  or  thrown  away  in  flight. 

s  The  tax  is  rather  obscure,  but  Dr.  Horroeks  (Assembly  Books  of  Southampton,  p.  1  n.)  remarks 
that  fifteenths  were  applied  to  counties  and  tenths  to  towns,  and  goods  were  taxed  in  these  proportions. 
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wool,  skins  and  leather,  and  custuma  parva  (petty  customs), 
tolls  on  all  other  goods,  prisage,  the  right  of  taking  two  tuns 
of  wine  from  every  ship,1  tunnage  and  poundage.2 

II.— PARDONS. 

The  power  of  pardoning  offences  has  always  been  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  merciful  prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  It  was 
recognised,  however,  that  the  king  should  only  spare  those 
whom  the  law  itself  would  have  exempted  from  punishment. 
In  earlier  times  the  power  of  pardoning  was  claimed  by  the 
lords  of  manors,  but  in  Henry  VIII's  reign  it  was  enacted  that 
no  person  should  have  the  power  to  pardon  any  treasons, 
felonies,  or  outlawries  except  the  king.3  This  power  belonged 
to  a  king  de  facto  and  not  to  a  king  de  iuve. 

The  king  had  no  power  to  pardon  in  the  following  cases  : 

(1)  the  committing  of  a  person   to   prison  out  of  the  realm; 

(2)  where  private  justice  is  principally  concerned  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  offenders ;    (3)  an  offence   against  a  popular  or  penal 
statute ;  (4)  in  the  case  of  impeachment.4     Formerly  a  pardon 
must  have  been  under  the  great  seal.     The  privy  seal  or  sign 
manual  was  insufficient,  and  the  six  pardons  in  this  volume 
all  have  the  great  seal  attached  to  the  original  documents. 

The  power  of  the  Crown  was  further  limited  by  Act  of 
Parliament  in  Richard  II's  reign,  when  it  was  enacted  that 
no  pardon  for  treason,  murder,  or  rape  should  be  allowed  unless 
the  offence  be  particularly  specified,  and  in  the  case  of  murder 
it  had  to  be  expressly  stated  whether  the  crime  was  committed 
by  laying  in  wait,  assault,  or  malice  prepense.8  But  three  years 
later  the  way  was  made  easier.  No  pardon  for  felony  could 
be  allowed  unless  the  parties  found  six  sureties  for  good 
behaviour  before  the  sheriff  and  coroners  of  the  county.6  The 
effect  of  the  pardon  was  to  make  the  offender  a  new  man,  and 

1  Edward  I  exchanged  this  into  a  duty  of  2/-  per  tun,  called  butlerage,  because  paid  to  the  king's 
butler. 

2  The  whole  revenue  of  Elizabeth  amounted  to  £600,000,  from  which  was  deducted  the  sum  due 
for  the  upkeep  of  the  navy  and  army  (Lord  Clar.,  Continuation,  163).    One  may  get  some  idea  of  this 
charge  upon  the  royal  revenue  when  we  learn  that  out  of  the  total  income  of  James  II,  amounting  to 
£1,500,000,  the  amount  expended  upon  the  navy  and  army  wa«  £1,100,000  (Com.  Journ.,  March  1st,  1688). 

s  J7  Henry  VIII,  c.  24. 

4  When  the  Earl  of  Danby  was  impeached  by  the  House  of  Commons  for  treason  and  pleaded  the 
king's  pardon,  the  Commons  alleged  that  there  was  no  precedent  that  any  such  pardon  for  high  treason 
was  granted  to  any  person. 

s  13  Richard  II,  st.  i,  c.  1. 
«  10  Edward  III,  c.  >. 
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not  so  much  to  restore  his  former  as  to  give  him  a  new  credit 
and  capacity.  But  in  the  case  of  attainder  a  curious  point  was 
raised.  Nothing  could  restore  or  purify  the  blood  when  once 
corrupted  except,  to  use  the  quaint  wording,  the  high  and 
transcendent  power  of  Parliament.  Hence  we  presume  that 
the  king  had  no  power  to  grant  pardon  in  case  of  attainder. 
Yet  if  an  attainted  person  receive  the  king's  pardon  and  after- 
wards has  a  son,  that  son  may  be  heir  to  his  father,  because 
the  father,  being  made  a  new  man,  might  transmit  new  inherit- 
able blood,  though  had  he  been  born  before  the  pardon  he 
could  never  have  inherited  at  all. 

The  very  fact  of  a  person  receiving  a  pardon  presumes  he 
was  guilty  of  the  crimes  for  which  he  received  it.  But  in  the 
case  of  the  six  pardons  contained  in  this  volume,  the  persons 
concerned  must  have  spent  very  evil  and  very  long  lives,  if 
they  are  to  be  taken  literally.  But  then  the  question  arises 
whether  these  pardons  were  not  rather  some  formal  reward  for 
services  rendered.  Take  for  example  the  case  of  William  Nichol, 
to  whom  the  first  pardon1  is  granted.  He  was  a  man  of  wealth, 
to  whom  Henry  V  pledged  his  jewels  in  order  to  raise  money 
for  the  French  wars.  Perhaps  this  pardon  was  granted  in 
requital  for  the  non-redeeming  of  the  pledge.  The  only  other 
facts  known  about  him  are  that  he  was  a  goldsmith  and  trader. 
He  imported  wines  and  iron,2  and  a  few  years  later  he  joined 
William  Soper  in  chartering  a  Breton  vessel.3  He  was  mayor 
of  Southampton  five  times.4  Apparently  he  married  twice,  as 
in  1397  Walter  Lange  gave  him  and  his  wife  Elene  a  tenement 
in  High  Street,  and  in  1446  a  general  pardon  is  granted  to  his 
widow  Juliana,  unless  the  latter  were  the  widow  of  his  son. 

There  is  no  record  of  Richard  Thomas,  who  was  associated 
with  Juliana  in  her  pardon. 

John  Donne,  to  whom  the  third  pardon  was  granted,  was 
mayor  in  1461,  the  year  in  which  Edward  IV  ascended  the 
throne,  and  possibly  it  was  given  in  order  to  ingratiate  himself 
with  the  town.6 

i  The  pardons  are  called  general.  A  general  pardon  was  granted  either  by  Act  of  Parliament  or 
by  royal  charter.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  in  these  cases  the  term  is  applied  to  that  pardon 
SronaUoT"  ""  ^^^  generaUy'  A  Particular  P^don  was  granted  on  some  special  occasion,  *.,„  at 

>  K.  R.  Customs  a/c,  5-6  Henry  IV. 


ChapmS)"'          '  COW*  J2<SPOr*  XI>  APP"  m>  P-  78;   al80  *  £lack  Book>  To1-  *•  P-  62  n-  <Wallta 
«  Da  vies,  Hitt.  of  Southampton,  p.  173. 

has  <Uscovered  <>n«  or  two  facts  concerning  John  Donne,  t>.  Black  Hook, 
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The  fourth  pardon  is  granted,  in  1472,  to  five  persons,  four  of 
whom  are  almost  or  quite  unknown.  John  Purbryk  was  sheriff 
in  1468,  but  that  was  the  only  occasion  on  which  he  held  public 
office.  He  is  mentioned  in  a  dispute  concerning  a  house  which 
led  to  Chancery  proceedings,1  but  this  occurred  nearly  twenty 
years  later.  For  a  second  time  we  have  a  woman  associated 
with  men.  This  is  an  additional  proof  of  the  social  status  of 
the  sex  in  mediaeval  times,  a  position  evidently  far  in  advance 
of  that  in  other  countries.  The  will  of  Alice  James'  husband 
is  given  in  the  Black  Book.2  In  the  year  this  pardon  was  granted 
Walter  Fetplace  was  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  town. 
Previously  he  had  been  sheriff  and  twice  mayor.  His  life  seems 
to  have  been  particularly  inoffensive,  and  only  on  one  occasion 
does  he  appear  in  any  unseemly  proceedings.  In  1460  the  then 
mayor,  Richard  Gryme,  following  the  ancient  custom  of  the 
town,  selected  Fetplace  and  one  other  as  his  successor,  leaving 
the  choice  to  the  assembly.  Many  of  those  present,  includ- 
ing the  sheriff,  objected,  and  by  their  influence  a  big  crowd 
assembled  with  riotous  behaviour,  and  caused  Robert  Bagworth 
to  be  elected,  bringing  him  in  triumph  on  their  shoulders  and 
placing  him  in  the  mayor's  chair.3  One  would  be  inclined  to 
conjecture  that  as  he  (Fetplace)  was  the  town's  member  and 
therefore  on  the  spot,  he  had  been  petitioned  to  use  his  influence 
in  obtaining  a  pardon  for  the  other  parties  mentioned,  and  had 
his  own  name  included  to  provide  for  any  eventuality. 

The  fifth  pardon  was  granted  to  John  Walker,  an  important 
townsman,  who  in  1483  was  elected  mayor  in  room  of  Walter 
William,  a  prominent  Lancastrian  who  fled  on  the  accession 
of  Richard  III.  Walker  is  said  to  have  been  prominent  in  the 
defence  of  the  town's  liberties,  but  as  he  was  probably  favour- 
able to  the  Yorkists,  he  was  granted  this  general  pardon. 

The  last  of  the  pardons  was  granted  to  another  prominent 
burgess,  Vincent  Tehy,  in  the  same  year,  1484,  when  he  was 
mayor.  Miss  Wallis  Chapman  inclines  to  the  opinion  that 
this  pardon  has  some  connection  with  his  post  as  tax-collector.4 

One  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  these  pardons  were 
called  general,  in  that  they  referred  to  no  specific  crime  (it  will 
be  noticed  that  there  is  very  little  variation  in  the  wording), 

1  Slack  Book,  Vol.  II,  p.  150  n. 

'  ib.,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  24  et  s«q. 

3  Davies,  Hitt.  of  Southampton,  p.  164. 

<  Black  Book,  Vol.  II,  p.  91  n. 
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but  that  they  were  intended  to  cover  the  whole  ground  in  a 
man's  past  life  which   might  cause   him   annoyance  in  so 
trivial  lawsuit. 

III.— THE  STATUTE  OF  LABOURERS,   1496. 

This  statute  (No.  XI)  is  by  far  the  most  important  document 
in  this  volume.  It  is  the  basis  of  the  information  we  derive  as 
to  the  position  of  the  labourer,  and  especially  of  the  agricultural 
labourer,  at  the  end  of  the  mediaeval  period. 

The  condition  of  the  workman  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth 
century  has  caused  the  widest  diversity  of  opinion,  Thorold 
Rogers1  holding  that  it  was  the  golden  age  of  the  English 
labourer,  and  Hyndman2  says  that  "no  European  community 
has  ever  enjoyed  such  rough  plenty  as  did  the  English  yeoman 
during  these  years."  On  the  other  hand,  Denton3  regards  the 
same  period  as  one  of  unmitigated  disaster.  Such  extremes  of 
opinion  are  bewildering,  and  evidently  shew  the  need  of  deeper 
research  into  this  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  whole 
matter  depends  upon  the  purchasing  value  of  the  penny,  a  point 
which  is  discussed  in  the  next  section.  Thorold  Rogers  has 
collected  a  vast  amount  of  data  concerning  the  price  of 
labour  and  of  commodities,  and  thereby  reached  the  conclusion 
mentioned  above.  But  one  important  point  he  has  not  taken 
The  Working  into  account.  He  takes  the  daily  wage,  deducts  Sundays,  and 
Year.  reckons  300  working  days.  Thus  it  was  computed  that  a  farm 

hand  earned  about  £•$  155.  od.  per  annum  and  his  living  cost 
him  about  £3  55.  od.4  But  in  this  an  important  omission  is 
made.  In  addition  to  Sundays,  all  Saints'  days  were  holidays 
and  their  eves  were  half -holidays,  so  that  another  forty  days  or 
thereabouts  must  be  deducted,  thus  reducing  the  number  of 
working  days  to  240  in  the  year.  This  would  reduce  the 
estimated  yearly  wage  from  £$  155.  od.  to  £3  is.  8d.,  or  less 
than  the  estimated  cost  of  living.  But  this  Act  completely 
altered  this  state  of  things,  for  the  agricultural  labourer  at 
Nxed  least.  Hereafter  he  was  to  have  a  fixed  wage,  which  was  not 

to  exceed  a  certain  amount,  and  in  addition  was  to  be  given 
his  food,  together  with  an   allowance   for  clothing.      As  his 

1  Six  Centuriet  of  Work  and  Waget,  p.  326. 
»  Satit  of  Socialism,  c.  I. 
3  England  in  the  Fifteenth  Century,  p.  213. 
<  Glbbin,  Indmtrial  Hitt.  of  England,  p.  79. 
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children  could  also  earn  good  wages  (if  they  were  above 
fourteen  they  were  evidently  regarded  as  adults),  there  is  no 
reason  why  a  family  should  not  save  enough  to  purchase  its 
own  farm.  I  can  find  no  evidence,  however,  that  such  was 
customary,  as  the  landowners  were  very  jealous  of  their  rights. 

I  now  append  the  table  of  wages  for  agricultural  workmen 
as  given  in  this  Act.  A  bailiff  received  26/8  per  annum,  together 
with  5/-  for  clothing,  and  his  food  (meat  and  drink) ;  a  hind  or 
shepherd  2O/-,  with  the  same  allowances  ;  a  common  labourer 
1 6/8,  and  4/-  for  clothing  ;  a  woman  servant  io/-,  and  the  same 
allowances  ;  a  child  under  fourteen  years  of  age  6/8,  with  3/- 
for  clothing.  So  that  an  ordinary  family  could  easily  save  £2 
per  annum,  out  of  which  I  suppose  the  housewife  would  have 
to  be  kept.  In  all  cases  the  above  was  the  maximum  amount 
of  wage,  and  therein  differs  from  modern  agreements  between 
masters  and  men,  in  which  the  minimum  amount  is  fixed. 

The  wages  of  artificers  were  paid  at  a  daily  rate,  and  this 
varied  by  id.  per  day  in  the  summer  and  winter  months. 
From  Easter  to  Michaelmas  the  rate  was  4d.  a  day,  and  from 
Michaelmas  to  Easter  3d.  a  day,  probably  for  twelve  hours 
and  nine  hours  a  day  respectively.  In  every  case  2d.  per  day 
was  allowed  for  meat  and  drink.  This  rate  of  wage  applied 
to  masons,  carpenters,  plumbers,  etc. 

In  the  case  of  shipbuilders  and  repairers  the  pay  varied  as 
follows : — 

Master  ship-carpenter  5d.  per  day. 

Ship-carpenter  "» 

Master  caulker  J  " 

Caulker  "I 

Clincher  J 

Holder 

Caulker  (by  the  tide) 
These  were   the  rates  from  February  to  September.     From 
September  to  February  the  rate  varies  thus  : — 

Master  shipwright    -  4d.  per  day. 

Hewer  1 

Holder  J 

Clincher  -       2^d.      „ 

Caulker  -       2d.        „ 

It  would  be  interesting  to  discover  why  it  was  that  a  holder 
was  paid  more  in  winter  than  in  summer.  In  all  cases  the  usual 
2d.  per  day  was  allowed  for  food.  A  master  mason  or  master 


-       2d. 


Xll. 


INTRODUCTION. 


carpenter  who  had  six  men  under  him  was  allowed  another  id. 
Disabilities    a  <jay.     Every  workman  not  already  hired  might  be  compelled 

workman  couid  ieave  the  work  upon  which  he 


of  Workmen. 


was  engaged  under  a  penalty  of  one  month's  imprisonment  and 
a  fine  of  2O/-.  Labourers  working  only  half-a-day  could  take 
only  half-a-day 's  wages,  and  every  workman  refusing  to  work 
was  to  be  imprisoned  until  he  could  find  surety  for  his  good 
behaviour.  No  man  could  accept  more  than  the  maximum 
wage  under  a  penalty  of  2O/-.  At  the  end  of  the  week  deduc- 
tions were  made  from  the  wages  for  time  wasted.  Any  person 
offering  higher  wages  than  the  above  incurred  the  penalty  of 
4O/-.  Should  any  labourer  assault  or  cause  his  foreman  to  be 
assaulted,  was  to  be  imprisoned  for  one  year,  and  to  be  fined 
according  to  the  king's  will. 

All  labourers,  except  the  above,  were  paid  a  summer  wage  of 
4d.  and  a  winter  wage  of  3d.,  but  they  had  to  supply  their  own 
food,  otherwise  2d.  was  deducted  in  summer  and  i^d.  in  winter. 
The  hours  of  work  were — in  summer  from  5  a.m.  to  7  p.m.,  or 
an  hour  later  if  the  sun  had  not  set ;  in  winter  from  sunrise  to 
sunset.  Half-an-hour  was  allowed  for  breakfast,  and  either  an 
hour  and  a  half  for  dinner  and  siesta,  or  an  hour  for  dinner  and 
half-an-hour  for  nonemeat. 

One  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  Act  was  a  serious 
attempt  to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  labourer,  and  although 
according  to  our  modern  ideas  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
arbitrariness  in  the  conditions  attached,  yet  compared  with  the 
state  of  things  in  other  countries,  the  labourer  was  given  a 
status  far  in  advance  of  anything  conceived  in  them,  and  his 
relative  independence  laid  the  foundation  to  that  liberty  which 
is  the  admiration  of  the  world. 


IV.—  THE   VALUE    OF    MONEY    IN    THE 

FIFTEENTH    CENTURY. 

In  considering  the  question  of  money  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII, 
two  very  important  points  must  be  kept  in  mind—  first,  there  was 
no  such  thing  as  a  pound.  When  the  word  pound  (libra)  occurs 
in  old  MSS.,  it  denotes  a  weight  and  not  a  coin.  The  only  gold 
coins  were  the  angel,1  the  noble,2  the  rial3  (or  royal),  and  the 

i  The  "  angel  "  and  "  angelet  "  chair-angel)  were  so  named  from  the  figure  of  St.  Michael  trampUn* 
i  dragon,  borne  on  the  obverse.    It  was  first  coined  by  Henry  VI,  and  was  worth  6/8. 


. 

,          TTT  "  *"*  *°  ^^  ******  U  wa8  of  the  noblest  and  Purest  Kold-    "  was  first  coined  by 

Edward  III,  and  wag  also  worth  6/8. 

3  The  "rial  "  was  first  coined  by  Ilenry  VI,  and  was  worth  10,'-. 
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floren.1     Henry  VII  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  2O/-2  piece, 
which  was  first  called  the  double  rose-noble.3    The  second  point 

The  Penny,  is  that  the  penny  was  a  silver  coin  rather  larger  than  a  sixpence. 
Copper  coins  were  unknown  in  England.4  The  other  silver 
coins  were  half-pence,  farthings,  groats5  and  half-groats.  The 
shilling  was  indeed  coined  by  Henry  VII,  but  not  until  i5O4.6 

The  penny  was  the  first  coined  piece  of  silver,  and  for  many 
years  the  only  one.7 

Comparison      jror  the  sake  of  convenience  we  will  consider  the  value  of 

in  the  value    -  R    .  . 

ofcommod-£5  in  Henry  VII  s  reign,  compared  with  its  present  value. 
Then  the  price  of  silver  per  ounce  was  about  3/-  (to  be  exact, 
3/ii),9  now  it  is  about  6/-,  so  that  £$  then  was  about  £10  now. 

But  in  order  to  know  more  exactly  the  value,  we  must  find 
out  how  much  of  the  essentials  of  food  and  clothing  could  be 
purchased  for  this  sum  400  years  ago.  To  get  some  accurate 
estimate,  I  have  taken  the  latter  half  of  the  fifteenth  century 
and  calculated  the  average  prices  of  various  commodities.  I 
find  that  wheat  then  averaged  6/8  a  quarter,  whereas  now 
(1919)  it  is  6o/-,10  so  that  nine  times  as  much  could  then  be 
purchased.  Oats  were  2/-  a  quarter,  now  65/-,  or  thirty-two 
times  as  much ;  barley  then  5/-  a  quarter,  now  yo/-,  or  fourteen 


1  The  "floren,"  so  called  because  first  made  by  the  Florentines,  was  first  coined  by  Edward  III, 
and  was  worth  6/-  (although  Cambden  calls  the  floren  a  penny,  value  6/8). 

2  From  Its  new  design,  the  king  appearing  in  his  coronation  robes,  It  soon  began  to  be  called  a 
sovereign. 

3  Edward  IV  first  introduced  the  "rose-noble,"  so  called  from  a  full-blown  rose  on  one  side. 

4  The  first  copper  penny  was  not  Introduced  until  1797. 

5  "Groats"  were  so  called  from  "grossus"  (great).    They  were  four  times  the  size  of  the  penny 
and  were  probably  the  largest  coin  made,  and  was  probably  firat  coined  in  Edward  Ill's  reign. 

*  "Nothing  superior  has  indeed  appeared  since"  (Lane  Pools,  Coins  and  Medals).  The  shilling 
as  a  sura  of  money  is  mentioned  in  Saxon  times.  Dr.  Hicks  (Dissert.  Epis.,  p.  Ill)  quotes  a  passage 
from  the  Textus  Rotsensis  :  "  Ceorles  Weregyld  is  Myrcnalage  CO  Scill.  Thegenes  Weregyld  Is  six 
swa  mlcel ;  that  byth  xil  hundred  Scill.  Thonne  bith  Cynlnges  anfeald  Wergyld.  six  Thegena  Wergy Id, 
be  Myrcanalage ;  that  is  xxx  thusend  Sceata ;  that  blth  ealles  cxx  Punda."  Translated:  "Aceorl's 
weregold  (blood-money)  is  by  Mercian  law  200/-.  A  Thane's  Is  six  times  as  much,  i.e.,  1200/-,  and  the 
king's  single  weregold  Is  as  much  as  that  of  six  Thanes,  i.e  ,  30,000  sceata,  which  is  in  all  £120."  From 
tliii  it  can  be  calculated  that  a  shilling  was  a  sum  worth  3,'-.  Fabian  (1504)  remarks  :  "A  new  coin,  a 
•hilling,  with  half  faces  was  made."  And  Stow,  referring  to  the  same  year,  says  :  "  A  new  coin  was  by 
Parliament  appointed." 

1 1n  Stow's  Chronicles  (1279)  we  read  :  "  Whereas  before  this  time  the  penny  was  wont  to  have 
a  double  cross  with  a  crest  in  such  sort  that  the  same  might  be  easily  broken  in  the  midst  or  Into  four 
quarters,  and  so  be  made  into  half-pence  and  farthings,  which  order  was  taken  in  the  year  of  Christ, 
1106,  It  was  now  ordained  that  pence,  half-pence  and  farthings  should  be  made  round." 

8  I  take  £5  because  I  reckon  that  this  was  about  the  amount  the  best  man  was  worth.  The 
maximum  wage  was  £1  6s.  8d.,  bis  clothing  cost  6/-,  and  hli  food,  at  2d.  per  day,  £3,  so  that  my  £5  IB 
beyond  the  mark. 

'•»  Flcetwood,  Chronicon  Preciositm,  p.  63. 

10  I  have  taken  these  figures  from  the  columns  of  Tht  Times. 
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times  as  much.  Ale  was  i*d.  per  gallon,  now  at  least  4/-,  or 
more  than  thirty  times  as  much.  Cloth  which  was  then  3/6 
per  yard  is  now  6o/-,  or  seventeen  times  as  much.  These  were 
the  necessities  for  food,  drink  and  clothes,  and  the  average  price 
has  increased  seventeen  times.  Therefore  our  £$  would  now 
be  worth  £85.  The  ordinary  labourer  would  probably  be 
valued  at  no  more  than  £4,  which  would  be  worth  now  £68. 
House  rent  then,  as  now,  for  the  farm  labourer  may  be  neglected, 
as  even  to-day  the  rent  is  merely  nominal,  and  is  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  produce  of  the  garden,  the  poultry  and 

the  pigsty.1 

My  conclusion  is  that  Thorold  Rogers  took  too  optimistic  a 
view  in  calling  the  period  in  question  the  golden  age  of  the 
English  labourer,  when  his  wages  would  amount  to  the  modern 
(post-war)  equivalent  of  26/-  per  week. 

V.— AMUSEMENTS    OF    THE    PEOPLE. 

Towards  the  end  of  Letters  Patent  No.  XI2  there  is  a 
paragraph  which  forbids  any  apprentice,  labourer  or  servant 
to  gamble  for  money,  but  rather  curiously  he  was  permitted  to 
do  so  for  meat  and  drink.  Except  during  the  Christmas 
festivities,  and  then  only  in  his  master's  house,  he  was  forbidden 
to  play  tennis,  clossh  (skittles),  dice,  cards  or  bowls.3  The 
penalty  for  breaking  this  law  was  one  day  in  the  stocks.  A 
master  who  allowed  these  games  to  be  played  was  subject  to 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  6/8. 

This  enactment  was  made  probably  in  order  to  encourage 
archery,  which  was  still  regarded,  and  continued  to  be  regarded 
for  another  century,  as  the  peculiar  English  sport. 


i 1  append  some  miscellaneous  prices.  Salt  2/8  per  quarter,  herrings  3/4  per  barrel,  bacon  1/8  a 
flitch,  a  sheep  2/6,  a  bullock  or  heifer  5/-,  a  calf  2/-,  a  pig  3/-  (these  animals  were  much  smaller  than  now, 
a  cow  being  about  the  size  of  a  mastiff),  a  goose  3d.,  a  dozen  pigeons  4d.,  a  cignet  3/-,  peas  6d.  per  bushel, 
beans  3/6  per  quarter,  hay  6/8  a  load,  wine  (malvoisie)  £4  a  butt.  In  the  first  half  of  the  sixteenth 
century  Stow  says  :  "  It  was  this  year  enacted  that  butchers  should  sell  their  beef  and  mutton  by  weight, 
beef  for  a  half-penny  the  pound  and  mutton  three  farthings,  which  being  devised  for  the  great  com- 
modity of  the  realm  hath  proved  far  otherwise.  For  at  that  time  (1533)  fat  oxen  were  sold  for  26/8, 
fat  wethers  for  3/4,  fat  calves  of  the  like  price.  A  fat  lamb  for  12d.  The  butchers  of  London  sold 
penny-pieces  of  beef,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  every  piece  two  pounds  and  a  half,  sometimes  three 
pounds  for  a  penny.  Mutton  8d.  the  quarter,  and  an  100  weight  of  beef  for  4/8.  At  this  time  also, 
and  not  before,  were  foreign  butchers  permitted  to  sell  their  flesh  in  Leaden-Hall  market  of  London." 
By  foreign  butchers  Stow  probably  means  such  as  had  not  served  their  apprenticeship  in  London. 

2  Strutt,  Sports  and  Pastimes  of  the  People  of  England,  gives  the  date  as  1541,  and  quotes 
almost  in  the  very  words  of  Henry  Til's  statute.    If  he  is  correct,  the  1496  statute  was  then  re-enacted. 

3  Strutt  wrongly  says  that  bowls  were  first  declared  illegal  in  1511. 
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Dr.  Speed  denies  that  archery  was  known  to  the  English 
before  the  Norman  Conquest,  but  there  is  not  much  doubt 
that  it  was  introduced  long  before  by  the  Anglo-Saxons.  The 
Scandinavian  races  were  particularly  proficient  in  the  use  of  the 
bow,  and  their  scalds  make  frequent  reference  to  their  heroes' 
superiority  in  their  skill.1  Offrid,  son  of  Edwin,  king  of  North- 
umbria,  was  killed  by  an  arrow  at  the  battle  of  Hatfield,  633. 
Alfred  employed  a  great  number  of  archers  on  his  right  wing.2 
Edmund,  king  of  East  Anglia,  was  shot  to  death  by  the  Danes. 
Drawings  of  the  bow  occur  in  numerous  Anglo-Saxon  manu- 
scripts.3 Finally,  there  is  a  solitary  English  archer  depicted 
in  the  Bayeux  tapestry.  This  is  sufficient  proof  to  refute 
Dr.  Speed's  statement. 

Archery,  then,  was  an  English  institution,  although  it  became 
a  popular  pastime  under  the  Normans.  All  classes  practised 
archery,  which  was  not  even  confined  to  the  male  sex.4 

The  skill  and  accuracy  of  the  English  archer  has  been 
described  in  history  and  legend,8  and  was  due  to  the  encourage- 
ment given  to  the  sport  by  the  king,  who  on  many  occasions 
witnessed  the  contests  of  his  people  and  sometimes  even  took 
part  in  them. 

Quoits  have  always  been  held  in  great  favour  by  the  working 
classes,  and  during  the  reigns  of  Edward  III  and  Richard  II 
this  game  had  to  be  prohibited,  as  there  was  a  danger  of  it 
ousting  archery.  Evidently  this  sport  had  much  declined  by 


1  Olall  Worm,  Lit.  Run,  p.  129.    Pantoppman,  Hitt.  of  Norway,  p.  S48. 

2  v.  Polydore  Virgil. 

3  v.  Cott.  MSS.,  Claud.  B.  IV. 

4  Chaucer  says  of  Sir  Thopas,  "  He  was  a  good  archere."    It  is  said  of  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Henry  VII,  when  on  her  way  to  Scotland,  that  she  killed  a  buck  in  Alnwick  Park  with  an  arrow 
(Leland's  Collect.,  IV,  p.  278).    When  Elizabeth  visited  Lord  Montecute  at  Cowdrey,  in  Sussex, "  Her 
highness  tooke  horse  and  rode  into  the  park  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where  was  a  delicate  bowre 
prepared,  under  the  which  were  her  highness  musicians  placed  ;  and  a  cross  bow,  by  a  nymph,  with  a 
sweet  song,  was  delivered  into  her  hands,  to  shoote  at  the  deere;  about  some  30  in  number  were 
put  into  a  paddock  of  which  number  she  killed  3  or  4,  and  the  Countess  of  Klklare  one"  (Nichols' 
Progresset,  Vol.  II). 

5  In  an  old  black-letter  book,  without  date,  called  "A  mery  Qeste  of  Robyn  Hode,"  wo  read  that 
two  wands  were  set  up,  but  at  so  great  a  distance  from  each  other  that 

"  By  fyf ty  space  our  kyug  sayde 

The  markes  were  to  longe 

On  every  syde  a  rose  garlande 
The  shot  under  the  lyne. 
And  yelde  it  to  his  malstre, 

Be  it  ever  so  fine. 

Twyse  Robyn  shot  about 
And  ever  he  cleved  the  clout." 
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Henry  VII's  reign,  as  there  is  no  mention  of  it  amongst  the 
games  prohibited.1 

Tennis2  is  an  ancient  game,  but  seems  to  have  been  more 
prevalent  in  France  than  in  England.  It  is  difficult  to  discover 
when  it  originated,  but  probably  its  ancestor  was  the  Greek 
hand-ball.3  It  was  first  played  with  the  hands,  as  in  the  game 
of  fives,4  the  racquet5  being  a  later  addition.  It  is  hard  to 
imagine  why  the  game  should  have  been  prohibited,  but  it  is 
not  at  all  improbable  that  the  prohibition  dated  from  the  reign 
of  Henry  V.6 

Skittles  was  originally  called  kails  or  closh-kails  in  England, 
where  it  was  played  as  early  as  the  fourteenth  century,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  brought  from  Germany. 

The  use  of  dice  was  known  in  the  remotest  times,  and 
Pausanias  says  it  was  invented  by  Palamedes,  the  son  of 
Nauplius,  king  of  Euboea,  and  rival  of  Ulysses.  Saxon,  Dane 
and  Norman7  were  greatly  addicted  to  the  game,  which  was 
universal.  Originally  the  numbers  were  on  four  sides  only,  the 
two  and  five  being  omitted.  The  Greeks  used  three  dice,  and 
called  their  highest  throw  (the  three  sixes)  after  the  goddess 
of  love,  and  their  lowest,  the  wine  throw.  The  Romans  used 
four  dice,  and  the  highest  throw,  called  Venus,  was  the  four 
numbers  i,  3,  4,  6.  The  lowest  was  called  "canis,"  the  dog. 
Tacitus8  tells  us  that  the  Germans  were  so  fond  of  the  game 


l  There  Is  an  interesting  story  published  in  the  Wilts  Records  (Wilts  Record  Society,  1902, 
Vol.  VIII.  pp.  64-66),  with  reference  to  the  canonization  of  St  Osmund.  On  St.  Nfark's  Day,  1409,  a  child 
was  struck  by  accident  by  a  quoit  on  the  head  so  severely  that  the  brain  was  exposed,  and  gh«  was 
taken  tip  for  dead  and  lay  lifeless  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  Richard  Wodewell,  carpenter,  stated  that 
he  wa»  playing  quoits  with  his  companions  at  Laverstock,  when  be  overthrew  an  iron  quoit  weighing  a 
pound,  and  It  struck  Cristina  Cerlee  (the  child),  who  was  seated  on  the  ground  twelve  feet  beyond  the 
mark.  Others  picked  her  up,  saying  that  she  was  killed,  and  he  at  once  ran  to  the  church  at  Salisbury 
for  refuge,  and  there  prayed  to  God,  the  Blessed  Virgin  and  Bishop  Osmund,  at  the  bishop's  tomb,  for 
the  child's  life.  Cristina  recovered,  and  made  an  offering  of  the  quoit  to  the  tomb. 

J  The  origin  of  the  name  Is  the  French  tenez. 

3  In  the  life  of  St.  Cuthbert  (635-687)  we  read  :  "  He  pleyde  atte  balle  with  the  children  that  his 
fellowes  were."  Fitzstephen,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  wrote  of  the  London  schoolboy:  "Annually 
upon  Shrove  Tuesday  they  go  into  the  fields  immediately  after  dinner  and  play  at  the  celebrated  game 
of  ball  (lusum  piloe  celebrem)."  Stow  considers  this  a  kind  of  hockey  and  oti.ers  football,  but  I  think 
the  word  celebrem  decides  against  these. 

«  In  a  fifteenth  century  copy  of  Valerius  Maxlmus  there  is  a  picture  of  a  game  of  tennis  or  flvei  In 
which  the  two  players  are  wearing  white  gloves  on  the  right  hands.  The  game  was  called  "fives" 
because  the  scoring  is  thus  reckoned. 

6  The  racquet  derives  its  name  from  Latin  reticulum  =  a  little  net,  through  Italian  retichetta. 

6  "  This  tun  of  treasure  .  . ." 
"  What  treasure,  uncle  ?  " 

"  Tennis  balls,  my  liege  "  (Henry  V,  I,  J). 

7  John  of  Salisbury,  In  the  twelfth  century,  calls  It "  The  damnable  art  of  dice-playing."    A  con- 
temporary of  bis  sayg  : "  The  clergymen  »nd  bishops  are  fond  of  dice-playing." 
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that  after  losing  all  their  property,  they  would  gamble  away 
their  liberty.  Various  statutes  were  passed  prohibiting  the 
game  from  the  time  of  Richard  II. 

Cards.  Playing  cards  are  first  depicted  in  a  French  manuscript  of 

the  twelfth  century,  and  are  first  mentioned  in  the  household 
accounts  of  Charles  VI1  in  1393,  so  that  they  had  been  in  use 
only  a  century  or  so  previous  to  our  Act.  They  were  probably 
introduced  into  England  in  Henry  V's  reign,  and  must  have 
become  rapidly  popular.  In  Edward  IV's2  reign  they  were 
largely  manufactured  in  England,  as  in  the  third  year  of  his 
reign  their  importation  was  forbidden  as  being  prejudicial  to 
the  home  manufacture. 

Bowla.  Bowls  were  probably  an  invention  of  the  middle  ages.     The 

game  has  been  traced  back  to  the  thirteenth  century,  in  a  manu- 
script3 of  which  time  the  representation  occurs. 

All  these  amusements  (of  course  with  the  exception  of  archery) 
were  forbidden  by  the  Act  of  1496  amongst  the  labourer  class. 
Although  this  curtailed  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  yet,  generally 
speaking,  it  was  beneficial  to  those  against  whom  it  was  aimed, 
as  it  forced  them  to  devote  themselves  to  the  one  sport  remain- 
ing to  them — archery. 

Wrestling.      Wrestling4  seems  to  have  been  more  localized,  although  there 
is  evidence  that  it  was  popular.     The  prize  was  usually  a  ram.8 
It  is  the  inherent  nature  of  the  young  of  all  creatures,  animal 

Children's  and  human,  to  play,  consequently  children's  games  are  prac- 

Oames.  tically  all  of  great  antiquity.  The  names  vary  slightly  in  some 
cases,  as  hunt-the-fox  (hunt-the-slipper),  all-hid6  (hide-and-seek), 
cat-after-mouse  (kiss-in-the-ring).  Some  keep  their  old  names, 
as  puss-in-the-corner  and  leap-frog.7 

l  Three  packs  of  cards  were  purchased  In  Paris  of  one  Jacquemln  Gringouneur,  a  painter,  for  the 
amusement  of  this  mad  king. 

a  On  Christmas  Eve,  1484,  Margery  Fasten  wrote  to  her  husband  :  "I  sent  yonr  eldest  sunue  to 
my  Lady  Morlee  to  have  knolage  wat  sports  were  busyd  in  her  hows  In  Kyrstemesse  next  folloy  ng 
aftyr  the  decysse  of  my  lord  her  husbond ;  and  sche  seyd  that  ther  wer  non  dysgysyngs,  ner  barpyng, 
ner  latyng,  ner  syngyn,  ner  non  lowde  dysports,  bnt  plcylni?  at  the  tabyllys  and  scbesse  and  cards. 
Sweche  dysports  sche  gave  her  folkys  leve  to  pley  and  non  odyr  "  (Patton  Letter  t,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  314). 

3  Roy.  Lib.,  No.  20,  B.  IT.  Henry  VIII  had  his  own  bowling  alley*  at  Whitehall.  The  old  South- 
ampton green  Is  said  to  date  from  this  time, and  the  ancient  custom  Is  still  observed  of  making" knights 
of  the  green." 

*  e.g.,  Devon  and  Cornwall  In  the  fifteenth  century  (C'arew,  Survey  of  Cornwall,  1602,  p.  T6). 

6  In  Henry  Ill's  reign  the  citizens  of  London  met  those  of  Westminster,  at  St.  Qlles-in-the-Fleldt, 
to  wrestle  fur  a  rani.    The  Londoners  were  victorious,  so  they  were  challenged  to  meet  them  again  at 
Westmlniter,  but  in  the  midst  of  the  games  the  bailiff  of  Westminster  took  occasion  to  quarrel  with  hit 
associates,  and  many  Londoners  were  severely  wounded  (Matthew  Paris,  Hitt.  Avg.,  tub.  ami.,  1J3J). 

"Of  wrastllng  was  there  none  his  pere, 

Where  any  Ram  shulde  stonde"  (Canterbury  Talet,  Sir  Thopeut). 

«  "Our  unhandsome-faced  poet  does  play  at  bo-peep  with  yonr  Grace  and  criet  All-bid,  ai  DOTS  do" 
(Becker,  Satiromtutix) . 

7  "  If  I  could  win  a  lady  at  leap-frog  "  (Htnry  V,  T,  2). 
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VI.— FAIRS. 

Amongst  the  privileges  which  a  town  possessed,  one  of  the 
most  valued  was  the  town  market.  There  are  many  indirect 
references  in  the  Southampton  Charters  and  Letters  Patent  to 
the  regulations  which  controlled  the  market.  Amongst  such 
were  the  assize  of  weights  and  measures,  the  assize  of  bread1 
and  beer,  statutes  against  forestalling  and  regrating.2  Reference 
is  often  made  to  the  officers  who  exercised  control  and  were 
called  constables  of  the  market.3 

Similar  to  the  markets,  but  distinguished  from  them  as  being 
held  only  once  a  year,  were  the  fairs.  The  origin  of  these  is 
lost  in  the  mists  of  antiquity,  but  the  grant  of  a  fair  was 
regarded  as  a  peculiarly  valuable  privilege,  because  it  brought 
great  gain  to  the  town,  as  a  toll  was  exacted  from  all  articles 
sold. 

The  object  of  the  fair  was  two-fold.  It  was  to  supply  a 
district  with  goods  which  were  not  ordinarily  procurable,  and 
it  allowed  these  goods  to  be  sold  at  a  lower  rate. 

There  was  a  special  court  to  try  all  cases  arising  out  of  the 
fair,  called  the  Court  of  Pie-Powder.4  The  wayfarer  with  "  dusty 
feet"  coming  to  the  fair  might,  in  the  course  of  a  bargain,  come 
to  words  and  even  to  blows  with  the  vendor.  The  constables 
would  then  bring  the  disputants  before  this  court. 

Southampton  was  granted,  by  charter,  four  fairs,  the  most 
ancient,  Trinity  Fair,5  by  Henry  VII,  in  1496,  and  the  remaining 
three,  called  Shrove  Fair,  St.  Mark's  Fair  and  St.  Andrew's  Fair,6 
by  Elizabeth,  in  1600. 

i  v.  Charters  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  pp.  50, 104 ;  Vol.  II,  p.  104. 
J  ib~,  Vol.  I,  p.  108 ;  Vol.  II,  pp.  110, 115. 

3  »&.,  Vol.  II,  p.  146. 

4  ib-,  Vol.  I,  p.  104 ;  Vol.  II,  pp.  58, 104. 

5  I  have  not  found  the  original  grant,  which  Is  said  to  be  In  the  Southampton  University  College. 
However,  a  copy  can  be  seen  In  Speed's  Hist,  of  Southampton  (ed.  E.  R.  Aubrey),  p.  100.    The  chapel 
of  Holy  Trinity,  round  which  It  was  held,  has  almost  disappeared,  but  a  vestige  still  exists.    It  was 
formerly  much  nearer  the  river,  and  the  permanent  bailiffs  booth  was  constantly  In  danger  from  the 
tide  and  In  continual  need  of  protection.    From  St.  Mary's  churchyard  a  road  led  to  the  hermitage 
called  "  The  causey  of  our  Lady  of  Grace,"  and  now  called  Chapel  Road.    The  fair  was  held  around  the 
chapel,  and  occasionally  some  of  the  stalls  were  erected  within  the  building,  a  practice  which  drew  upon 
the  owners  the  displeasure  of  the  Court  Leet  (Southampton  Court  Leet  Records,  ed.  F.  J.  C. 
and  D.  M.  Hearughaw,  p.  173).    The  opening  was  attended  with  considerable  ceremony.    At  the 
proclamation  the  whole  body  of  burgesses  was  forced  to  be  present.    A  pole  was  raised  on  which  was 
a  glove,  and  later  a  gloved  hand.    The  senior  bailiff  presided  within  iU  precincts,  and  a  guard  was 
appointed  to  keep  order  day  and  night.    The  Corporation  was  entertained  at  any  time  during  the  fair 
in  the  bailiffs  booth,  and  all  debtors  were  granted  immunity  within  the  fair's  precincts. 

6  v.  Charter*  of  Southampton,  Vol.  II,  p.  58. 
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There  was  a  very  ancient  fair  held  at  Winchester  called 
St.  Giles'  Fair.1  It  was  one  of  the  oldest,  and  during  Henry  II's 
reign  was  probably  the  first  fair  in  England.  So  many  traders 
resorted  to  it  from  London  that  all  legal  business  of  that  city 
was  suspended  until  their  return.  Southampton  was  a  source 
of  vexation  to  the  bishop,  as  the  mayor  and  burgesses  had  it 
in  their  power  to  hamper  the  fair  by  counter-attractions.  In 
1251  so  many  merchants  from  afar  held  their  tronage  and 
peysage  at  Southampton,  and  put  in  no  appearance  at  Win- 
chester, that  consequently  in  1254  an  agreement  allowed  the 
bishop's  marshal  to  proclaim  the  fair  at  Southampton,2  and 
although  victuals  might  be  bought  and  sold,  it  was  expected 
that  goods  and  merchandise  should  be  sent  to  Winchester.  The 
Pie-Powder  Court  was  here  called  the  Pavilion  Court.3  When 
the  time  of  the  fair  was  approaching,  the  fair  ground  was 
cleared4  and  planned  out  into  streets,  in  which  the  wooden 
booths  were  erected.  Probably  each  street  was  devoted  to  the 
sale  of  some  special  article.  There  would  be  fish  street,  cloth 
street,  leather  street,  and  others  in  which  spices  and  fruits,  iron- 
mongery and  books  were  sold.  Usually  the  fair  concluded  with 
the  sale  of  horses  and  cattle. 

When  the  opening  day  came  the  excitement  grew  intense ;  a 
procession  was  formed,  headed  by  the  constables  to  clear  the 
way  for  the  town  dignitaries — the  mayor,  the  bailiffs  (senior 
and  junior),  the  aldermen,  all  preceded  by  the  town  sergeants 
carrying  the  emblems  of  the  town,  the  silver  oar — the  badge  of 
the  mayor  as  admiral  of  the  port5 — and  the  silver  maces.  On 
arrival  at  the  fair  ground  the  proclamation  was  read,  and  the 


i  The  chief  merchandise  from  London  was  wool,  but  the  goldsmiths  of  London  had  a  street.  In 
1J33  Henry  III  ordered  the  men  of  Lincoln  to  deliver  thirty  cloths  for  the  king's  use  to  William,  the 
royal  tailor,  at  Winchester  Fair.  From  the  West  Country  came  coarse  cloth,  tin  and  lead.  Even  the 
Irish  visited  It  In  the  thirteenth  century.  Spaniards,  Provincals,  Fleming*,  Bra  banters,  French, 
Normans,  and  a  few  Italians  came,  the  last  bringing  spices  and  silks ;  wine  from  Gascony,  Spanish  iron , 
brass  from  Rhineland.  Strange  beasts  and  birds,  apes,  bears  and  ferrets  were  brought,  and  from  them,  no 
doubt,  the  monks  of  St.  Swithin's  picked  up  their  queer  pets.  In  1346  the  fair  bad  fallen  almost  to  the 
level  of  a  local  Wessex  mart.  The  proclamation  of  the  fair  went  thus  :  "  Let  no  merchant  or  other  for 
these  sixteen  days  within  a  circuit  of  seven  leagues  mind  the  fair,  sell,  buy  or  set  out  for  sale  any 
merchandise  In  any  place  other  than  the  fair  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  goods  to  the  bishop." 

t  This  proves  that  there  was  a  fair  in  Southampton  previous  to  1496. 

3  The  Pavilion  Court  not  only  dealt  with  actions  as  to  debts  between  traders  at  the  fair,  but  swept 
up  the  whole  legal  business  of  the  city,  while  every  function  of  civic  government  and  the  regulation  of 
trade  was  transferred  to  the  episcopal  officials. 

4  At  the  Stonrbrldge  Fair,  which  was  opened  on  September  4th,  the  corn  was  allowed  to  be 
destroyed  if  not  cleared  from  the  fair  ground  by  this  date  (Thorold  Rogers,  Six  Centuries  of  Work 
and  Wages,  p.  150). 

5  v.  Charttrs  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  p.  9Q. 


xx  INTRODUCTION. 


white  glove  was  hoisted  as  a  sign  that  the  fair  was  opened. 
Then  all  were  busy.  The  Lombard  and  Jew  were  present  to 
assist  the  purchaser  in  his  transactions;  here  were  Venetian 
and  Genoese1  merchants,  sailing  hither  in  those  galleys  of 
which  mention  is  so  often  made  in  the  town  records,  bringing 
with  them  the  products  of  the  East— silks  and  velvets,  glass 
and  jewellery,  cotton  and  alum.  From  Ghent,  Bruges  and 
Lie"ge2  came  the  Flemings  with  their  linen  and  woollen  goods,3 
taking  away  with  them  the  great  bales  of  wool  brought  in 
huge  wains  from  the  downs  and  West  country.  There  was  the 
swarthy  Spaniard  with  his  iron  ore4  and  wines,  amongst  which 
would  be  those  from  Crete  and  Malvoisie.5  From  the  Levant6 
came  galleys  bringing  currants,  almonds  and  raisins,  and  even 
cocoa-nuts,  whose  shells  were  polished  and  mounted  for  cups 
in  gold  and  silver.  Here  were  Norwegian  seamen  with  their 
tar  and  pitch,7  bringing  a  double  revenue  to  the  town  ;  traders 
from  the  Hanse8  towns  with  furs  and  amber,  copper  and  bow- 
staves  for  our  archers,  flax  and  timber.  It  was  these  towns 
from  which  the  jeweller's  booth  got  its  precious  stones  from 
the  East,  set  uncut  in  mitre  and  crown,  in  rings  and  gloves. 

The  port  was  full  of  foreign  ships,  and  in  the  streets  of  the 
fair  jostled  franklin  and  bailiff,  priest  and  knight,  rich  man 
and  beggar. 

In  addition  to  the  piles  of  wool  were  the  other  products  of 
the  South  of  England — tin  from  the  Cornish  mines,  iron9  from 
the  Weald  and,  if  the  price  allowed,  barley,  which  the  Flemings 
purchased  for  their  breweries. 

Here  were  the  king's  customers10  to  collect  their  dues,  and 
there  the  Court  of  Pie-Powder  to  supply  a  remedy  against 
fraud,  violence  and  disputes.  On  holy  days  one  of  the  clergy 
or  one  of  the  canons  from  the  neighbouring  Priory  of  St.  Denys11 
would  say  mass  in  the  chapel,  the  remains  of  which  were  still 
visible  in  Speed's12  days. 


1  v.  Charter!  of  Southampton,  Vol.  II,  p.  16. 

*  t>.  Letter*  Patent  of  Southampton,  VoL  I,  p.  29. 

8  ib.,  Vol.  I,  pp.  18,  82.  4  ift.,  Vol.  I,  p.  78. 

«  v.  Charter*  of  Southampton,  Vol.  II,  p.  44.  6  ib.,  Vol.  II,  p.  68. 

1  v.  Letter*  Patent  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  pp.  74  et  teq. 

8  ib*  Vol.  n,  p.  141.  9  i6>)  vol.  I,  p.  80, 

10  ,»,  Vol.  I,  p.  vl  n.  „  ib^  Voi.  T)  pp>  62  et  feq 

«  v.  SptttTt  Hitt.  of  Southampton  (ed.  B.  R.  Aubrey),  p.  99. 
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In  mediaeval  times  these  fairs  were  a  necessity,  and  even 
within  the  memory  of  a  few  of  the  older  inhabitants  they  were 
still  held,  although  shorn  of  their  ancient  glory. 

VII.— DEFENCE    OF    THE    REALM. 

It  was  during  the  time  of  the  three  Edwards  that  a  change 
was  introduced  into  the  method  of  collecting  forces  to  deal 
with  internal  troubles.  Previously  the  king's  officer,  the  sheriff, 
would  have  called  out  the  whole  of  the  forces  of  the  shire, 
but  now,  for  the  first  time,  the  "commission  of  array"  was 
introduced,  by  which  orders  were  given  to  especially  named 
persons  to  arm  and  collect  a  certain  number  of  men  of  a 
particular  district.  Edward  I  regularly  paid  the  men  called 
together  by  this  system,  but  Edward  II  tried  to  throw  the  burden 
upon  the  town  and  counties,  a  method  quite  unconstitutional. 
After  1352  commissions  of  array  could  only  be  dispatched  by 
consent  of  Parliament.  In  1402  it  was  further  enacted  that 
"  except  in  case  of  invasion  none  shall  be  constrained  to  go  out 
of  their  own  counties."  Henry  VII  utilised  the  existing  system, 
and  when  the  rebellion  of  Lambert  Simnel  assumed  alarming 
proportions,  Henry  sent  most  of  the  southern  nobility  to  their 
own  districts  to  muster  men.1 

By  I5222  a  commission  of  array  could  be  used  in  order  to 
collect  forces  for  service  abroad.  In  this  year  Henry  VIII 
declared  war  against  Francis  I  for  withholding  the  tribute  of 
one  million  crowns  and  the  dowry  of  his  sister  Mary,  also  for 
sending  the  Duke  of  Albany  to  Scotland  to  make  war  upon 
England.  Of  course  the  forces  collected  by  the  commission 
might  have  been  used  only  against  Scotland,  which  we  know 
was  legal,  but  the  wording  of  the  letter  seems  to  make  it 
clear  that  the  forces  would  be  used  against  France.  The 
commissioners  were  to  hold  a  levy  and  review  all  men  above 
the  age  of  sixteen,  archers  and  others,  horse  and  foot.  They 
were  to  see  that  they  were  well  armed  and  caparisoned.  Then 
they  were  to  be  drilled  and  the  full  number,  together  with 


l  The  following  Is  the  wording  of  an  Indenture  Henry  VII  made  with  the  Earl  of  Kent  In  1492 : 
"  vj.  men  of  arms,  his  owne  person  comprised  In  the  same,  every  one  of  them  having  with  him  hli 
custrell  and  his  page ;  with  zvj.  demi-lances,  xvj.  archer*  on  horsbak,  and  Ix.  archers  on  fote,  of  good 
and  hable  persons  for  the  ware,  horsed,  armed,  garnished,  and  arrayed,  sufficiently  la  all  pecet,  and  la 
every  thing  as  after  the  custom  of  ware  ought  to  appertayne." 

I  v.  p.  104. 
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their  names,  Christian  and  surname,  to  be  given.  The  name 
of  the  town  or  village  from  which  each  man  came,  and  the 
particular  kind  of  weapon  with  which  he  was  armed,  were  to 
be  included. 

No  better  illustration  of  the  practical  wisdom  of  the  Tudors 
can  be  afforded  than  by  observing  the  way  in  which  they 
supported  and  extended  the  militia  system.  As  long  as  a 
policy  of  peace  was  definitely  pursued,  the  militia  arrange- 
ments were  probably  sufficient  and  adequate  for  all  necessary 
purposes.  But  as  soon  as  a  nation  engages  in  war,  a  standing 
army  is  a  better  and  a  more  economical  instrument.  "Armies 
raised  by  hasty  levies  from  a  rural  population  are  among  the 
costliest,  as  they  are  the  worst,  of  all  political  expedients." 
Industry  is  disturbed,  the  labourer  acquires  disorganised  habits, 
and  after  the  war  the  country  is  full  of  disbanded  soldiers. 
Such  was  the  condition  of  England  at  the  time  of  the  Wars 
of  the  Roses,  such  after  Henry  VIIFs  continental  wars,  which 
started  in  this  year  1422,  and  such  are  very  much  the  conditions 
at  the  present  day. 


I  would  again  like  to  acknowledge  my  gratitude  to  the 
authorities  of  the  British  Museum,  and  also  to  Prof.  F.  J.  C. 
Hearnshaw  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Horrocks,  for  the  help  and  encourage- 
ment they  have  given  me,  which  enabled  me  to  complete  these 
four  volumes,  a  work  begun  twelve  years  ago. 

HARRY    W.    GIDDEN. 

SOUTHAMPTON, 

September  11th,  1919. 
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No.  I. 

2  HENRY  V  (HI5)-1 

Containing  HENRICUS  del  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franci'e  et  Dominus 
t^PtheK°ing  Hiberniae.  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  l'"Ve  pervenermt : 
asking  salutem. 

oftheP  Inspeximus  tenorem  cuiusdam  peticfonis  nobis  in  parliament 

payment  of  nostro  apuc|  \Vestmonasterinm  ultimo  tento  exhibitae  et  in  rotulo 
ofNa*°arr'e.neiusdem  parliamenti  irrotulatae  in  haec  verba.  Au  Roy  n°*re 
tressouerain  Seigneur  Henri  supplient  humblement  vos  ditz 
Conmnes  qne  come  les  Mair  et  Burgeises  de  votre  ville  de 
Suthampton  teignent  de  vous  tresgracious  Seigne  r  la  d'te  ville 
a  fee  ferme.  Rendant  ent  annuelment  a  vous  et  a  vos  heirs 
CC  livres  ensemblement  ovesque  xl  marcz  as  deux  priours 
aliens2  en  almoigne  ordeignez  par  vos  tresnobles  progenitours 
et  auxi  ils  ount  autres  tresgraundz  charges  et  expenses  nom- 
ement  en  quinzismes3  costages  des  parlement  taillagez4  muragez 
fossagez5  gaites  factz  ponr  la  sauf  garde  reparacion  fortificacion 
et  supportacion  de  mesme  la  ville  de  iour  en  autre,  as  quelles 
tresgraundes  charges  ensi  aporters  ils  nourit  null  mancre  rent 
profit  ne  socour  sinon  tantsoulement  lez  petitz  tolunz6  des 
marchandises  illeoqes  venduz,  du  quelle  fee  ferme  la  tresnoble 
dame,  dame  Johanne7  la  Roigne  Dengletcrre  est  a  present 
endowe  et  la  quelle  fee  ferme  soleit  et  devoit  estre  leve  dez 
ditz  tolunz  dez  marchandises  venanntz  et  autres  petitz  pcrquisitz 
provenanntz  deinz  la  d'te  ville  et  ore  tarde  pour  iii  ans  passez 
les  marchantz  aliens  que  soleient  repairer  ove  lour  marchandises 
a  votre  ville  ount  estez  et  ungore  sont  sustretz  perount  les  ditz 
Burgeises  ount  estez  graundement  taxez  et  issuit  par  plusours 
foitz  ount  appromptez  dautres  gentz  et  paiez  de  lour  propres 
biens  au  d'te  ferme  CCCC  livres8  pluis  qils  ne  purroient  ent 
lever  ou  coiller  pur  quelles  costages  taillages  et  tresqra"ndz 


1  One  would  like  to  think  this  grant  was  the  result  of  Henry's  visit  to  Southampton  during  this 
year,  but  he  did  not  arrive  until  July. 

2  The  two  foreign  priors  were  probably  those  of  Lire  and  Cormeilles  (v.  Vol.  I,  p.  62),  but  there 
the  amount  is  £18,  and  not  40  marks  (£26  13s.  4d.). 

3  Fifteenths  were  originally  a  property  tax  of  one  fifteenth  of  all  movable  goods.    An  assessment 
was  made  in  8  Ed.  Ill  of  all  towns,  and  the  fifteenth  amounted  to  £29,000.    This  amount  never  varied, 
so  that  hereafter  when  a  king  was  granted  a  fifteenth  every  borough  knew  its  exact  proportion. 

«  Just  as  seutage  was  a  tax  upon  the  knight's  fees,  and  hydage  a  tax  upon  land,  so  tallage  was  a 
tax  upon  towns.  All  three  were  beginning  to  fall  Into  disuse  at  this  time,  their  place  being  taken  by 
subsidies. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  come, 
greeting. 

We  have  inspected  the  tenor  of  a  certain  petition  presented 
to  us  in  our  parliament  last  held  at  Westminster,  and  enrolled 
in  the  roll  of  the  same  parliament,  in  these  words :  To  the  king 
our  sovereign  Lord  Henry,  your  said  Commons  humbly  pray 
that  as  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  your  town  of  Southampton 
hold  from  your  gracious  lordship  the  said  town  in  fee-farm, 
rendering  therefore  annually  to  you  and  your  heirs  £200,  together 
with  40  marks  to  the  two  alien  priors  as  alms  ordained  by  your 
noble  progenitors,  and  as  also  they  have  other  great  charges 
and  expenses,  namely,  for  fifteenths,  parliamentary  costs,  tallages, 
murages,  fossages,  gates  made  for  the  safeguard,  repair,  fortifi- 
cation and  support  of  the  same  town  from  day  to  day,  for  which 
great  charges  thus  incurred  they  have  no  manner  of  rent,  profit  or 
help,  except  only  the  petty  tolls  for  merchandise  sold  there,  with 
which  fee-farm  the  noble  lady,  dame  Joan,  Queen  of  England, 
is  at  present  endowed,  and  which  fee-farm  is  wont  to  and  must 
be  levied  on  the  said  tolls  of  merchandise  incoming,  and  other 
petty  perquisites  forthcoming  within  the  said  town,  and  now 
for  the  last  three  years  past  the  alien  merchants  who  are  wont 
to  repair  with  their  merchandise  to  your  town  have  been  and 
still  are  falling  off,  whereby  the  said  burgesses  have  been 
greatly  taxed  and  therefore  on  several  occasions  have  borrowed 
from  other  people  and  paid  of  their  own  goods  to  the  said  farm 
^"400  more  than  they  could  have  raised  from  them  (the  tolls) 
or  collect ;  for  the  which  costs,  tallages  and  great  charges 


(  Local  taxes  for  keeping  in  repair  the  walls  and  ditches  of  the  town. 

«  By  39  Ed.  Ill  permission  was  given  to  charge  toll  on  all  goods  at  the  rate  of  Id.  In  the  £ 
(v.  Chartert  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  p.  22). 

i  v.  Vol.  I,  Introcl.,  p.  xllx. 

8  If  this  amount  refers  to  the  throe  years  above-mentioned,  the  petty  tolls  could  not  have  amounted 
to  much  more  than  £200  during  this  period.  That  is,  the  annual  trade  of  the  town  was  worth  about 
£16,000.  A  century  earlier  it  must  have  been  thrice  that  amount.  The  depredations  of  the  French  fleet 
was  no  doubt  the  cause  of  this  decline.  A  few  years  before  (1404)  the  French,  under  Count  Waleran  de 
St.  Pol,  had  landed  1500  men  In  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  all  the  south-western  coast  was  under  the  appre- 
hension of  these  Invasions.  Their  attacks  extended  as  far  as  Plymouth  (Monstrelet,  1,  xix ;  Wavrin, 
11,  33  ;  v.  Davit's,  Hitt.  of  Southampton,  p.  468). 
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charges  feitz  graunt  partie  dez  Burgeises  et  enhabitantz  sont 
departir  hors  de  dite  ville  et  autre  graund  partie  de  eux  a  present 
est  en  purpos  a  departier  de  d'te  ville  deinz  brief  temps  en 
desolacion  dicelle  ville  qne  dieu  defende  si  vous  tresgracious 
geigneur  ne  piujs  tost  mettez  votre  tresgracious  socour  et  eyde 
damender  cest  graund  mischief  en  cett  partie.  Par  quoy  plese 
a  votre  hauteste  de  votre  grace  especiale  sicome  vous  estez 
soverain  fountaigne  de  socour  a  toutz  embosoignauntz  dordaigner 
solonc  votre  treshaut  discrecion  par  avis  de  votre  tressage  conseill 
socourable  et  gracious  remedie  en  reconsiliacion  et  comfort  dez 
ditz  Burgeises  et  enhabitantz  et  supportacion  de  votre  d'te  ville 
pur  dieux  et  en  oenvre  de  charite. 

Inspeximus  etiam  tenore™  responsionis  eiusdem  petic!onis  in 
dicto  rotulo  parliamenti  similiter  irrotulatae  in  haec  verba. 

Purceo  qne  le  Roi  est  appris  par  son  tressage  et  treshononrable 
conseil  ia  present  qne  la  contenu  en  la  d'te  peticion  est  vraie. 
Et  outre  ceo  coment  ponr  non  sufficeante  garde  et  defens  de 
mesme  la  ville  qest  assis  en  le  pluis  perilous  fronture  celles 
parties  du  Roialme  a  les  enemys  purroient  avenir  legierment 
trop  hautes  meschiefs  et  damages  importables  a  Roy  et  a  toute 
sa  terre  qne  dieu  defende  :  mesme  votre  Seignenr  le  Roy  desirant 
laise  aide  et  comfort  de  les  enhabitantz  mesme  la  ville  queux 
ount  coute  la  garde  et  la  governance  dycell  ci  avannt  come  il 
purra  al  effect  qnils  eient  la  greindre  corage  de  continuer 
illoeqnes  lour  demure  et  as  autres  pur  y  venir  et  enhabiter  pur 
la  salvacion  de  la  d'te  ville  et  en  eschuance  de  tielx  damages 
et  perils.  Voet  et  graunte  del  assent  des  seigneurs  espirituelx  et 
temporelx  et  des  Comnnes  esteantz  en  cest  parlement  qne  a  la 
tresreverente  dame,  dame  Johanne  Roigne  dengleterre  que  ad 
ensi  a  luy  assignee  en  partie  de  sa  dower  la  fee  ferme  du  d'te 
ville  que  amounte  par  an  a  CC  li.  soit  fait  tiele  requeste  qele 
face  mitigacion  et  reles  a  les  Mair  et  Burgeys  de  la  d'te  ville 
et  a  lour  successours  de  Cxi  marcz  chescun  an  durantz  x  ans 
proscheins  avenirz.  Issuit  quils  soient  de  mesmes  les  Cxi  marcz 
par  an  mesme  le  terme  durant  quitez  et  deschargez  envers  mesme 
la  Roigne  et  envers  autres  quiconqes  en  relevacion  socour  et 
mainteignance  de  mesme  la  ville.  Et  sil  aveigne  qne  la  d'te 
tresreverente  dame  ne  porra  a  ceo  consentir  qadonqes  le  Roy 
del  assent  des  Stenrs  et  Comnues  ava"ntditz  prendra  maintenant 
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made,  a  great  part  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  have 
departed  out  of  the  said  town,  and  another  great  part  of  them 
at  present  is  purposing  to  depart  from  the  said  town  within  a 
short  time,  to  the  desolation  of  that  town,  which  God  forbid, 
unless  your  gracious  lordship  soon  send  your  gracious  help  and 
aid  to  amend  this  great  mischief  in  this  respect.  Wherefore 
may  it  please  your  highness  of  your  special  grace,  as  you  are 
the  sovereign  fountain  of  help  to  all  in  need,  to  ordain  accord- 
ing to  your  high  discretion,  by  the  advice  of  your  wise  council, 
helpful  and  gracious  relief  for  the  reconciliation  and  comfort 
of  the  said  burgesses  and  inhabitants,  and  for  the  support  of 
your  said  town,  for  God's  sake  and  as  a  work  of  charity. 

We  have  inspected  also  the  tenor  of  the  answer  of  the  same 
petition  similarly  enrolled  in  the  said  roll  of  parliament  in 
these  words  : — 

Wherefore  since  the  king  is  informed  by  his  wise  and  honour- 
able council  now  present,  that  the  contents  of  the  said  petition 
is  true.  And  besides  this  how  for  the  insufficient  guard  and 
defence  of  the  same  town,  which  is  situated  on  the  most  perilous 
position  fronting  those  parts  of  the  realm  opposite  the  enemy, 
there  might  easily  come  very  great  mischief  and  damage 
important  to  the  king  and  all  his  land,  which  God  forbid, 
your  same  lord  the  king,  desiring  to  allow  aid  and  comfort 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  town  which  the  guard  and 
governance  have  cost  them  heretofore,  as  he  shall  be  able,  to 
the  effect  that  they  may  have  the  greater  courage  to  continue 
therein  their  residence,  and  to  others  to  come  and  dwell  there 
for  the  salvation  of  the  said  town,  and  for  the  avoidance  of 
such  damages  and  perils,  wills  and  grants,  by  the  assent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  commons  being  in  this  parlia- 
ment, that  to  the  reverend  lady,  dame  Joan,  Queen  of  England, 
to  this  effect  has  assigned  to  her  as  part  of  her  dowry  the  fee- 
farm  of  the  said  town,  which  amounts  yearly  to  £200,  be  made 
such  request  that  she  should  make  mitigation  and  release  to 
the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  and  to  their  successors 
of  140  marks  each  year  during  the  ten  years  next  ensuing ; 
secondly,  that  they  shall  be  quit  and  discharged  of  the  same 
140  marks  yearly  during  the  same  term,  towards  the  same 
queen  and  towards  any  others  soever  in  relief,  help  and  main- 
tenance of  the  same  town.  And  if  it  should  happen  that  the 
said  reverend  lady  cannot  consent  to  this,  that  then  the  king, 
with  the  assent  of  the  lords  and  commons  aforesaid,  shall  take 
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toute  la  suisd'te  fee  ferme  en  sa  main  demesne1  pur  toutdys  pur 
les  causes  et  perils  avanntditz.  Fesant  a  la  d'te  dame  la  Roygne 
recompense  cell  partie  et  auxi  fesant  as  Mair  et  Burgeys  de 
la  d'te  ville  pur  le  temps  esteantz  allowance  et  acquietance 
annuelment  de  les  Cxi  marcz  suisditz  pur  le  terme  de  x  ans 
avanntditz.  Savantz  toutz  foitz  as  Mair  et  Burgeys  de  mesme 
la  ville  les  libertees  quietances  novus  et  autres  choses  quiconqes 
par  eux  avannt  ciel  prisz  en  la  main  le  Roy  droiturelment  euz 
et  usez  mesme  la  prise  en  la  main  le  Roy  nonobstant.2  Et 
enoutre  le  Roy  de  sa  grace  especiale  as  graunte  et  licence 
done  pur  luy  et  ses  heirs  as  Mair  et  Burgeys  de  la  d'te  ville  de 
Suthampton  qils  et  lour  et  successours  Mairs  et  Burgeys  illoeqes 
purront  purchaser  terres  tenementz  et  rentes  dedeinz  la  purceinte 
de  mesme  la  ville  de  qu'conqz  fee  eux  soient  a  le  value  annuell 
de  C  li.  A  avoirz  et  tenirz  a  eux  et  a  lour  successours  en  aide 
et  supportacion  de  les  charges  et  costages  eux  et  lour  d'te  ville 
incumbentz  pur  toutz  iours  et  ceo  sauns  ascune  fyn  a  paier  a 
Roy  ou  a  ses  ditz  heirs  celles  parties.  Prisez  ent  adeprimes 
les  enquestes  par  briefs  de  ad  quod  dampnum*  et  ceux  duement 
retournez  en  la  Chancellaire  le  Roy  ou  de  ses  heirs  en  manere 
come  ad  este  fait  et  accustume  en  cases  semblables  perdevaunt. 

Nos  autem  tenores  irrotulamentorum  peticionis  et  responsionis 
predictarum  ad  requisicionem  Maioris  et  Burgensium  villae  pre- 
dict^ tenore  presencium  duximus  exemplificand08. 

In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
patentes. 

Teste  me  ipso  Westmonasteriu"1  terciodecimo  die  Februarii 
Anno  regni  n°9tri  secundo. 


i  I  am  doubtful  whether  this  is  translated  correctly.    The  translation  could  be  defended,  as  the 
French  word  la  derived  from  the  Latin  dominions. 

t  The  whole  of  this  sentence  Is  doubtful,  as  the  parchment  has  been  creased  and  the  ink  rubbed  off 
so  that  many  words  are  almost  Indecipherable. 
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now  all  the  aforesaid  fee-farm  into  his  royal  hand  for  ever  for 
the  causes  and  perils  aforesaid  ;  making  to  the  said  lady,  the 
queen,  recompense  for  that  part,  and  also  making  to  the  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  the  said  town  for  the  time  being  allowance 
and  quittance  annually  for  the  140  marks  abovesaid  for  the 
term  of  ten  years  beforesaid  :  Saving  always  to  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  the  same  town  the  new  (?)  liberties  and  quittances 
and  other  things  whatsoever  heretofore  taken  from  them  into 
the  hand  of  the  king  rightfully  had  and  used,  the  same  being 
taken  into  the  king's  hand  notwithstanding.  And,  moreover, 
the  king  of  his  special  grace,  for  the  grant  and  license  given 
for  him  and  his  heirs  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  said 
town  of  Southampton,  that  they  and  their  successors,  the  mayors 
and  burgesses  there,  shall  be  able  to  purchase  lands,  tenements 
and  rents  within  the  precincts  of  the  same  town,  the  fee  of 
which  may  be  to  them,  to  the  annual  value  of  £100,  to  have 
and  to  hold  by  them  and  their  successors  in  aid  and  support  of 
the  charges  and  costs  falling  upon  them  and  their  said  town 
for  ever  and  without  any  fine  to  pay  to  the  king  or  to  his  said 
heirs  in  that  part,  has  considered  first  of  all  these  inquiries  by 
writs  of  ad  quod  damnum  and  duly  returned  those  into  the 
Chancellory  of  the  king  and  his  heirs  in  the  manner  as  has  been 
done  and  accustomed  in  like  cases  heretofore. 

We  also  have  considered  that  the  tenors  of  the  enrolment  of 
the  petition  and  reply  aforesaid  at  the  request  of  the  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid  by  the  tenor  of  these 
presents  should  be  exemplified. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent. 

Witnessed  by  me  at  Westminster  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign.  [1415.] 


3  The  writ  ad  quod  damnum  (=  what  damage  It  may  do)  was  Issued  :— 

(I)  Before  a  fair  or  market  was  granted. 

(II)  To  prevent  a  freeholder  giving  his  lands  in  mortmain  to  the  injury  of  his  heir, 
(iii)  To  prevent  the  changing  of  a  highway  to  the  detriment  of  the  public. 

(iv)  As  here,  to  see  that  a  grant  from  the  king  causes  no  damage  to  the  realm. 
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Letters 
Patent  of 
a  General 
Pardon 
(with  some 
peculiar 
and  special 
clauses) to 
William 
Nicoll, 
of  South- 
ampton, 
Merchant. 

(i)  For 
offences, 
treasons,  etc 


Other  than 
for  counter- 
feiting, 
coining,  or 
clipping 
money. 


No.  II. 

15  HENRY  VI  (1437). 

HENRICUS  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae  Omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes 
lIUVe  perveneririt  salntem. 

Sciatis  qnod  de  gratia  nostra  sp^ali  ac  ad  sp^alem  requisic1onem 
Commnnitatum  regni  nostri  Angliae  in  ultimo  parliamento  nostro 
necnon  de  assensu  domlnorum  spirltualium  et  temporalium  in 
eodem  parliamento  existentlnm  pardonavim"3  et  relaxavimns 
Willehfto  Nicoll1  de  Suthampton  Marchaunt  quocumque  nomine 
censeatur  omnimodos  (sic)  transgressiones  offensas  mesprisiones2 
contemptus  et  impeticVes  per  ipsum  ante  secundnm  diem 
Septembri  Anno  regni  nostri  decimo3  contra  formam  statutorum 
de  liberatis  pannorum  et  capiciorum4  factos  sive  perpetratos 
unde  punicio  caderet  in  finem  et  redempc^em  aut  in  alias 
p°enas  pecumarias  (sic)  seu  imprisonamenta  statutis  predlctis 
non  obstantibus. 

Et  insuper  ex  mero  motu  nostro  perdonavimns  eidem  Willelmo 
sectam  pacis  nostrae  quae  ad  nos  versus  ipsnm  pertinet  omni- 
modis  p'MitVibus  murdris  raptibus  mulierum  rebellionibus 
insurreccionibus  feloniis  conspiracionibus  ac  aliis  transgress- 
ionibus  offensis  neglegenciis  extorsionibus  mesprisionibus 
ignoranciis  contemptibus  concelamentis  et  decepc!onibus  per 
ipsum  ante  dictum  secnndum  diem  Septembri  qualitercumque 
Ptis  sive  perpetratis. 

Aceciam  utlagarias  si  quae  in  ipsum  hiis  occasionibus  fuerint 
promulgatae  et  firmam  pacem  nostram  ei  inde  concedimns 
dumtamen  idem  Willelmtls  controfactorum5  mistere  (Pmiscere) 
monetae  et  cunagii  multiplicator  et  lotor  auri  et  argenti 
cum  cuneo  nostro  cunat1  et  tonsor  monetae  n08^  probator  aut 
commnnis  vel  notorius  latro  seu  felo  qui  abiurac1onem  fecerat 
non  existat.  Ita  tamen  qnod  stet  recto  in  curla  nostra  si  quis 
versus  eum  loqui  voluerit  de  premissis  vel  aliquo  premissorum. 


1  The  Nicolls  first  appear  In  civic  life  in  1411,  when  W.  Nicoll  was  mayor.    He  held  the  same  office 
again  In  1417, 1«2  and  14J7.    The  above  W.  Nicoll,  presumably  his  son,  was  mayor  in  1437  (DavieB, 
Hitt.  of  Southampton,  p.  173). 

2  "  Mlsprisions"  (Fr. :  "  meprls"),  crimes  closely  bordering  on  capital  offences. 

i 1431.  In  this  year  Henry  VI  was  crowned  in  Paris  (Rheims  being  In  the  hands  of  the  French)  in 
his  tenth  year.  Probably  the  ceremony  was  an  occasion  for  the  general  granting  of  pardons.  Joan  of 
Arc  was  put  to  death  the  same  year.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  September  2nd  was  Coronation 
Day,  a  day  for  the  general  granting  of  pardons. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects  to 
whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that  of  our  special  grace  and  at  the  special 
request  of  the  communities  of  our  realm  of  England  in  our 
last  parliament,  also  of  the  assent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  in  the  same  parliament  being,  we  have  pardoned 
and  relieved  William  Nicoll,  of  Southampton,  merchant,  by 
whatsoever  name  he  be  summoned,  of  all  transgressions, 
offences,  misprisions,  contempts  and  assaults  done  or  per- 
petrated by  him  before  the  second  day  of  September,  in  the 
tenth  year  of  our  reign,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statutes  of 
livery  of  cloaks  and  caps,  whence  punishment  should  fall  as  fine 
and  ransom  or  as  other  money  penalties  or  imprisonments,  the 
statutes  aforesaid  notwithstanding. 

And  moreover,  of  our  mere  motion,  we  have  pardoned  the 
same  William  the  suit  of  our  peace  which  pertains  to  us  against 
him  for  all  treasons,  murders,  rapes  of  women,  rebellions,  insur- 
rections, felonies,  conspiracies  and  other  transgressions,  offences, 
negligencies,  extortions,  misprisions,  ignorances,  contempts,  con- 
cealments and  deceptions  in  anywise  done  or  perpetrated  by 
him  before  the  said  second  day  of  September. 

And  also  we  pardon  him  the  outlawries,  if  any  have  been 
promulgated  against  him  on  these  occasions,  and  we  grant  him 
our  firm  peace  provided  that  the  same  William  be  not  a 
counterfeiter  of  money  and  a  multiplicator  of  coinage  and  a 
washer  of  gold  and  silver  stamped  with  our  stamp  and  a  clipper 
of  our  money,  an  approver  or  a  common  or  notorious  robber  or 
a  felon  who  had  abjured,  nevertheless  so  that  he  may  rightly 
stand  before  our  court  if  anyone  wish  to  speak  against  him 
concerning  the  premisses  or  any  of  them. 


4  By  1  Ric.  II  It  was  prohibited  that  a  nobleman  should  give  livery  to  any  except  his  domestic 
servants  and  officers.  Heury  IV  (1  Henry  IV)  [Quod  aliquis  mile*,  vel  aliqua  persona  minoris 
ttatus  del  aliquam  liberatam  panni  vil  capitiorvm  contra  formam  statuti]  made  the  offenders 
liable  to  ransom  at  the  king's  will.  But  the  offence  was  so  deeply  rooted  that  Edward  IV  was  obliged 
to  couQrm  the  former  statutes,  adding  a  penalty  of  £5  for  every  offence. 

»  Counterfeiting  by  15  Ed.  Ill  was  treason ;  also  possessing  a  die  for  coining  money,  or  clipping.  I 
till uk  by  washing  of  coinage  Is  meant  the  gilding  of  silver  money. 
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Et  ulterius  predlcto  vavimn8  et  relaxavimns  eidem  Willelmo 
gorodnsofa  Omnimoda  estapia  felonum  catalla  felonu"1  et  fugitivorum 
felons,  etc.  catalla  utiagatorum  et  felonum  de  se  deodanda1  vasta2 
impetic!ones  ac  omnimodos  articulos  destrucc1ones  et  tmnsgres- 
siones  de  viridi3  vel  venac^e  vendicjoDem  boscorum  infra 
forestras  et  extra  et  aliarum  rerum  quarumcumque  ante  dlctum 
secnndnm  diem  Septembri  infra  regnum  nostrum  Angliae  et  partes 
Walliae  emersarum  et  eventarnm  unde  punicio  caderet  in  deman- 
dam  debitum  seu  in  finem  et  redempc1onem  aut  in  alias  p°enas 
pecunarias  seu  in  forisfacturam  bonorum  et  catallorum  aut 
imprisonamenta  seu  amerciamenta  Communitatum  Villarum  vel 
singularium  personarum  vel  in  onerac1onem  liberi  tenencil  eorum 
qui  nuraqnam  transgressi  fuerunt  ut  heredum  executorum  vel 
terr*e  tenencium  Escaetorum  Vicecomitum  Coronatorum  et 
aliorum  huiusmodi  et  omne  id  quod  ad  nos  versus  ipsum 
pertinere  posset  ex  causis  supradictis.  Aceciam  omnimodas 
donacVes  alienaciones  et  perquisiciones  per  ipsllm  de  terris  et 
tenementis  de  nobis  vel  de  progenitoribus  nostris  quondam  Regibus 
Angliae  in  capite  tentis.  Aceciam  omnimodas  donacVes  et 
alienacVes  et  perquisitiones  ad  manu™  mortuam  factas  et  habitas 
absque  licencia  regia  necnon  omnimodos  intrusiones  et  ingressus 
per  jpsnm  -n  hereditatem  suam  in  parte  vel  in  toto  post  mortem 
antecessorum  suorum  absque  debita  prosecuc'one  eiusdem  extra 
manu1"  regiam  ante  eundem  secundum  diem  Septembri  factis 
una  cum  exitibus  et  proficuis  inde  medio  tempore  perceptis. 

Aceciam  p^donavim118  et  relaxavimns  prefato  Willelmo  omnim- 
fines  adiudicatos  amerciamenta  exitus  forisfactos  relevia4 
scutagia5  ac  omnimoda  debita  compota  prestita6  arreragia 
firmarum  et  compotorum  nobls  ante  diem  Coronac1o11is  nostrae 
in  Anglia7  qualitercumque  debita  et  pertinentia  omnimodis 
debetis  et  compotis  nobis  debitis  et  pertinentibus  quae  vigore 


(il)  Par- 
a°infineB?etc. 


1  Anything  that  caused  the  accidental  death  of  a  man  was  forfeited  to  the  Crown.    Probably  the 
word  (given  to  God)  originally  meant  that  the  instrument  was  sold  and  the  money  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  masses  for  the  dead  man's  soul.    A  like  punishment  was  inflicted  by  the  Mosaic  law  :  "  If  an  ox 
gore  a  man  that  he  die,  the  ox  shall  be  stoned,  and  his  flesh  shall  not  be  eaten  "  (Ex.  xxi,  28).    Among 
the  Athenians,  whatever  was  the  cause  of  a  man's  death,  by  falling  on  him,  was  exterminated  or  cast 
out  of  the  dominions  of  the  republic. 

2  Originally  the  lands  of  felons  were  forfeited  to  the  king  (here  to  the  town)  and  all  buildings  were 
pulled  down,  and  meadows  ploughed  and  woods  cut  down.    To  avoid  the  loss  thus  entailed  the  estate 
was  granted  to  the  king  (here  to  the  town)  for  a  year  and  a  day. 

3  In  the  Forest  Laws  signifies  all  that  bears  leaves  upon  which  deer  feed  or  by  which  they  are 
protected  (t>.  Du  Cange, «.«.).    The  Forest  Laws  punished  all  injuries  done  (1)  to  deer  or  venison ;  (2)  to 
the  vert  or  greentward ;  (3)  to  the  covert. 
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And  furthermore  we  waive  and  release  to  the  aforesaid 
William  all  houses  (?)  of  felons,  chattels  of  felons,  and  chattels 
of  fugitives,  outlaws  and  felons,  deodands,  wastes,  impetitions 
and  all  articles,  destructions  and  transgressions  concerning  vert 
or  venison,  the  selling  of  woods  within  and  without  forests,  and 
of  other  things  soever  emerging  and  occurring  before  the  said 
second  day  of  September  within  our  realm  of  England  and  parts 
of  Wales,  whence  punishment  should  fall  upon  demand,  debt  or 
fine  and  ransom,  or  upon  other  penalties  in  money  or  forfeiture 
of  goods  and  chattels  or  imprisonments  or  amerciaments  of 
communities,  towns  or  single  persons,  or  upon  the  charge  of 
free  holding  of  those  who  have  never  transgressed,  as  of  heirs, 
executors  or  holders  of  land,  escheators,  sheriffs,  coroners  and 
others  such,  and  all  that  may  pertain  to  us  with  respect  to  him 
from  the  causes  abovesaid.  And  also  all  kinds  of  donations, 
alienations,  and  perquisitions  held  in  capite  by  him  of  lands 
and  tenements  from  us  or  our  progenitors,  the  former  kings  of 
England.  And  also  all  kinds  of  donations  and  alienations  and 
perquisitions  made  and  held  in  mortmain  without  royal  license, 
also  all  kinds  of  intrusions  and  ingressions  made  by  him  in  his 
inheritance,  wholly  or  in  part,  after  the  death  of  his  predecessors, 
without  due  prosecution  of  the  same  without  the  royal  hand 
before  the  same  second  day  of  September,  together  with  the 
rents  and  profits  thence  meanwhile  received. 

And  also  we  have  pardoned  and  released  to  the  aforesaid 
William  all  kinds  of  fines  adjudicated,  amerciaments,  revenues 
forfeited,  reliefs,  scutages  and  all  kinds  of  debts,  accounts,  prests, 
arrears  of  farms  and  accounts  due  and  pertaining  to  us  before 
the  day  of  our  coronation  in  England  whatsoever,  all  the  debts 
and  accounts  to  us  due  and  pertaining,  which  exist  by  vigour  of 


<  The  relief  was  the  handing  over  of  a  certain  quantity  of  weapons  and  armour  when  the  land 
was  taken  over  by  another  person.  It  was  finally  commuted  Into  100  shillings  as  knight's  fee. 

8  Every  tenant  of  a  knight's  fee  was  bound  to  attend  the  king  in  bis  army  for  40  days  in  each  year. 
Instead  of  personal  service  an  assessment  was  made  called  scutage,  for  the  first  time  In  5  Henry  II,  on 
account  of  his  expedition  to  Toulouse.  These  assessments  often  became  a  means  of  oppression  when- 
ever kings  went  to  war,  and  John  was  obliged  to  promise  in  Magna  Carta  (c.  II)  that  no  scutage  should 
be  imposed  without  the  consent  of  the  common  council  of  the  realm. 

«  I  can  find  no  clear  account  of  this  word.  Du  Cange  (t.v.  presto)  says  it  means  "  mutno  dare, 
commodare  non  accepta  mercede."  In  Jacob's  New  Law  Diet.  (1761),  a  prest  IB  the  duty  paid  by 
sheriffs  upon  their  accounts  in  the  Exchequer. 

7  From  this  "  day  of  our  Coronation  "  one  would  deduce  that  it  took  place  on  September  Snd,  1431. 
If  so,  the  words  "in  England"  belong  to  the  whole  sentence  and  up  to  the  Coronation. 
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(Hi)  For 
outlawry. 


( i  v )  For  all 

trespasses, 

receipts  of 

bulls  and 

other 

offences, 

except  those 

relating  to 

widows  of 

the  late 

kings 

marrying 

without 

royal 

sanction, 


rtterarum  nostrarum  patencium  seu  brevium  nostrorum  de  private 
Sigillo  nostro  aut  per  estallamenta1  sive  assignacjones  post 
primum  diem  regni  nostri  Angliae  respectuata  existunt  omnino 

except18.2 

'  Et  insuper  pcrdonavimus  et  relaxavim113  eidem  Willelmo  omni- 
modas  acc!ones  et  demandas  quas  nos  solus  versus  ipsum  vel 
nos  coniunctim  cum  aliis  pcrsonis  seu  persona  ante  predlctum 
diem  Coronacionis  nostrae  habere  potuissemns.  Aceciam  ut  utlag- 
ariamin  ipsnm  promulgatam  pro  aliqua  causarum  supradlctarum. 

Et  insuper  perdonavimns  et  relaxavimns  eidem  Willelmo  omni- 
modas  p°enas  ante  dictum  diem  Coronacionis  i^Ve  forisfactas 
coram  nobls  seu  consilio  nostro  Cancellar10  Thesanro  seu  aliquo 
Judicum  nostrorum  pro  aliqua  causa  et  omnes  alias  p°enas  tarn 
nob13  quam  Carissimo  patri  nostro  defuncto  pcr  aliqua  causa 
ante  predictum  diem  CoronacVis  n°Ve  similitcr  forisfctas  et 
ad  opus  nostrum  levandnm  ac  omnimodas  securitates  pacis  ante 
eundem  diem  Coronac'onis  nostrae  forisfactas  ingressibus  et 
intrusionibus  in  terras  et  tenementa  supra  possessionem  nostram  in 
dominfco  nostro  ut  de  feodo  sive  ut  de  libero  tenemento  per  ipsnm 
Willelmnm  necnon  estapiis  quorumcumque  prisonu"1  et  person- 
arum  alicui  Ministro  nostro  vel  alii  personae  de  recordo 
commissorum  sive  liberatorum  in  prisona  custodiendorum  ac 
omnimodis  transgressionibus  et  offensis  impetrac^e  sive 
recepc'oue  bullarum  aplicatarum  contra  formam  statutorum 
ante  haec  tempora  editorum  f^tis.  Aceciam  tarn  transgress- 
ionibus  quas  viduae  nostrae3  de  nobili  statu  et  dignitate 
existentes  de  maritando  qnam  transgressionibus  quas  viri 
ipsarum  eas  in  uxores  ducendo  absque  licencia  nostra  fecerunt 
dumtaxat  exceptis.  Ita  quod  presentes  perdonacio  et  relaxacio 
quo  ad  premissa  seu  aliquod  premissorum  non  cedant  in 
dampnu™  prciudicium  vel  derogac^em  alicuius  alterius  personae 
qnam  personae  nostrae  dumtaxat. 

Et  insuper  de  gr^a  nostra  spfcciali  et  ad  requisicionem  predictam 
necnon  de  assensu  predicto  perdonavimns  et  relaxavim118  eidem 
Willelmo  omnimoda  prestita  guerrarum  ac  guerrarum  vadia  et 


i  Apparently  is  the  putting  Into  the  king's  hands  of  any  matter,  concerning  which  there  is  dispute, 
until  the  case  is  brought  before  the  proper  tribunal. 

J  This  sentence  ("omnimodis  .  .  .  exceptis")  is  quoted  word  for  word  in  a  charter  of  Henry  VI 
in  Chron.  Joan.  Whethanist  (v.  Du  Cange,  s.v.  estallamentum). 
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letters  patent  or  our  writs  of  our  privy  seal  or  by  injunctions, 
or  assignations  postponed  after  the  first  day  of  our  reign  in 
England,  being  wholly  excepted. 

And  moreover  we  have  pardoned  and  released  to  the  same 
William  all  kinds  of  actions  and  demands  which  we  alone  or 
in  conjunction  with  other  person  or  persons  might  have  had 
against  him  before  the  aforesaid  day  of  our  coronation,  and 
also  outlawry  issued  against  him  for  any  of  the  above-mentioned 
causes. 

And  moreover  we  have  pardoned  and  released  to  the  same 
William  all  kinds  of  penalties  similarly  forfeited  before  the 
same  day  of  our  coronation  before  us  or  our  council,  our 
Chancellor,  Treasurer,  or  any  of  our  judges  for  any  cause,  and 
all  other  penalties  as  well  to  us  as  to  our  well-beloved  defunct 
father  for  any  cause  before  the  aforesaid  day  of  our  coronation 
and,  for  alleviating  our  work,  all  kinds  of  sureties  of  peace 
forfeited  before  the  same  day  of  our  coronation  by  trespasses 
and  intrusions  into  lands  and  tenements  of  our  possession  in 
our  domain,  and  for  fee  or  for  free  holding  by  the  same  William, 
also  for  the  property  of  anysoever  prisoners  and  persons  com- 
mitted or  delivered  to  any  of  our  ministers  or  any  other  person 
of  record  to  be  kept  in  prison,  and  all  kinds  of  transgressions 
and  offences  done  by  petition  or  by  receival  of  bulls  applied 
for  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statutes  issued  before  these  times, 
and  also  as  well  transgressions  which  our  widows  of  noble 
estate  and  dignity  have  done  in  marrying  as  transgressions 
which  their  husbands  have  done  by  taking  them  to  wife  with- 
out our  licence  alone  being  excepted  ;  so  that  the  present  pardon 
or  release  as  far  as  concerns  the  premisses  or  any  of  them  shall 
not  be  to  the  loss,  prejudice  or  derogation  of  any  other  person 
than  our  person  alone. 

And  moreover,  of  our  special  grace  and  at  the  request  afore- 
said, also  of  the  assent  aforesaid,  we  have  pardoned  and  released 
to  the  same  William  all  kinds  of  mutual  settlements  (?)  of  war 


3  Joan  of  Navarre,  tlie  widow  of  Henry  IV,  was  still  alive  (she  died  in  1437.)  A*  her  son,  the 
Duke  of  Brittany,  was  hostile  to  Henry  V,  she  was  often  regarded  with  suspicion  (v.  Sign  Manuals, 
p.  xlix).  Katharine  of  France,  widow  of  Henry  V,  married  Owen  Tudor  about  1413. 
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(Y)  FOP  all  t^cias1  ac  terciarum  tercias  redempcionum  prisonariorum  in 
"wedto  guerra  captorum  et  omnimodorum  aliorum  lucrorum  guerrae 
Henry  Y  for  domlno  Henrico  nuper  Regi  Angliae  patri  nostro  usque  diem  obitus 
prisoners?  sui  per  ipsnm  Willclmnm  nuper  debita  necnon  omnimoda  iocalia 
etM°?ha,  quae  fuerunt  eiusdem  patris  nostri  predicto  Willelmo  pro  securitate 

which  that      T.  L  .  -n  j 

king  had  vadiorum  guerrae  pro  viagiis  dlcti  patns  nostn  versus  villam  de 
his  jfweis1"1  Harflewe2  ac  partes  Franciae  et  Normann'  liberata  et  nobis 
pertinencia  sive  spectancia  nisi  eidem  Willelmo  infra  annum 
proximnm  sequente™  post  vicesimum  septimu™  diem  Marcii  ultimo 
prcteritum  de  omui  eo  pro  quo  iocalia  ilia  sic  liberata  fuerunt 
pcr  nos  contentatum  fuerit  et  satisfactnm.  Ita  semper  q"°d  idem 
Willelmns  aliqua  alia  debita  securitates  regarda  demandas  vel, 
onera  pro  guerris  seu  guerrarum  vadiis  sibi  ratione  alicuius 
retinenciae  guerrae  cum  dlcto  patre  nostro  vel  alicuius  alterius 
causae  de  guerra  pro  viagiis  predlctis  competencia  seu  compet- 
itura  preterqnam  debita  securitates  regarda  demandas  et  onera 
sibi  pro  custodia  castri  et  Villae  Cales  ac  Marchearum  ibidem 
tempore  dicti  patris  nostri  competencia  de  nobis  vel  heredibus 
nostris  non  exigat  nee  exigere  possit  infutur0  quovis  modo  set 
qnod  nos  et  dicti  heredes  nostri  de  debitis  securitatibus  demandis 
et  omnibus  illis  si  quae  fuerint  erga  prefatum  Willelllinm  quieti 
simns  et  penitus  exonerati  imperpetnum. 

In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimns 
patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmouasterium  decimo  die  Junii 
Anno  regni  nostri  quintodecimo. 


i  Thirds  (Denarius  tartlus  Comitatus)  of  fines  taken  at  the  ancient  County  Courts  went  to  the 
earl  of  tha  county,  and  the  remainder  to  the  king.  Here  similarly  thirds  of  prisoner's  ransoms  went 
to  the  king,  or  a  third  of  a  third  if  an  overlord  intervened  between  the  captor  and  the  sovereign. 
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and  penalties  of  war,  and  thirds,  and  thirds  of  thirds,  of  the 
ransoms  of  prisoners  captured  in  war,  and  of  all  manner  of  other 
war  booty  lately  due  by  the  same  William  to  the  Lord  Henry, 
late  king  of  England,  our  father,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  also 
all  manner  of  jewels  belonging  to  our  father  aforesaid  which 
were  delivered  to  the  said  William  as  pledges  of  the  expenses 
of  war  for  the  campaigns  of  our  said  father  against  the  town  of 
Harfleur  and  parts  of  France  and  Normandy,  and  pertaining  or 
belonging  to  us,  unless  we  have  been  contented  and  satisfied 
by  the  same  William,  within  the  year  next  ensuing  after  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  March  last,  for  all  that  for  which  these 
jewels  were  thus  delivered  to  him  by  us.  Always  so  that  the 
said  William  shall  not  demand  nor  be  able  to  demand  from  us 
or  our  heirs  in  the  future  in  anywise  any  other  debts,  sureties, 
compensations,  demands  or  burdens  occurring  or  about  to  occur 
for  war  or  for  expenses  of  war,  by  reason  of  any  continuance  of 
war  with  our  said  father  or  of  any  other  cause  of  war  for  the 
aforesaid  campaigns  except  the  debts,  sureties,  compensations, 
demands  and  burdens  occurring  to  him  for  the  custody  of  our 
castle  and  town  of  Calais  and  of  the  marches  of  the  same  in  the 
time  of  our  said  father,  but  that  we  and  our  said  heirs  shall 
be  quit  and  altogether  exonerated  for  ever  from  the  debts, 
sureties,  demands  and  all  else  which  may  pertain  to  the  afore- 
said William. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patent. 

Witness  myself  at  Westminster  on  the  tenth  day  of  June,  in 
the  fifteenth  year  of  our  reign.  [1437.] 


2  In  1415  Henry  V  sailed  from  Southampton  with  30,000  men  and  laid  siege  to  Harfleur.  It  was 
forced  to  surrender  by  his  new  artillery  called  bombards,  which  "  vomited  from  their  flery  mouths  vast 
quantities  of  stones,  with  a  vehement  explosion  and  a  terrific  and  Intolerable  noise." 
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Letters 
Patent  of 
a  General 
Pardon  for 
Richard 
Thomas, 
of  South- 
ampton, 
Merchant, 
and  his  wife 
Juliana, 
widow  of 
William 
Nicoll,  late 
mayor  of 
the  town. 

(i)  For  all 
offences. 


No.  III. 

24  HENRY  VI  (1446). 

HENRICUS  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae.  Omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes 
litterfte  pervenerint  saPtem. 

Sciatis  qnod  de  gr^a  nostra  speciali  et  ex  certa  scientia  et  mero 
motu  nostris  perdonavimns  remisimus  et  relaxavimns  Ricardo 
Thomas  de  Southampton  et  Julianae  uxori  eius  quae  fuit  uxor 
Willelmi  Nicoll1  nuper  Maioris  Villae  de  Southampton  execut- 
oribus  testament!  eiusdem  Willelmi  alias  dicto  Ricardo  Thomas 
de  Southampton  in  Comltate  Suthampton  Marchant  et  eorum 
utrique  seu  quibuscumque  aliis  nominibus  censeantnr  omnimodos 
transgressiones  offensas  .  .  . 


The  Pardon  continues  as  the  last  with  these  changes:— 

(1)  The  date  "  ante  nomT  diem  Aprilis  ultimo  preteritum.2' 

(2)  After    "  conspiracionibus "    is    inserted    "  cambipartiis3 

(s/c),  manutenenciis4  et  imbraciariis.5' 

(3)  After  "  concedimus  "  is  omitted  "  dumtamen  .  .  .    non 

existat." 

(4)  After  "  premissorum "   is    inserted    "  dumtamen   iidem 

Ricardus  et  Juliana  proditores  de  aliqua  prodic1o"e 
personam  nostram  tangente  palam  vel  occulte  non 
existant." 

(5)  After  "ulterius"  we  have  "  perdonavimns  et  remisimns" 

instead  of  "  vavimus." 


1  This  must  be  the  son  of  the  William  Nicoll  to  whom  the  last  pardon  is  addressed,  and  as  he  is 
described  as  "  late  mayor,"  the  ambiguity  in  the  list  of  mayors  given  by  Da  vies  (Hist,  of  Southampton) 
ia  removed,  for  this  man's  wife  is  Juliana,  whereas  the  wife  of  the  William  Nicoll  the  father  was  Elena 
(«.  A.  B.  Wallis  Chapman,  Black  Boole,  Vol.  I,  p.  52  n.). 

2  In  April,  1445,  the  town  gave  its  welcome  to  Margaret  of  Anjou,  the  bride  of  Henry  VI,  on  her 
arrival  In  this  country.    She  landed  at  Portsmouth  on  April  9th,  rested  for  the  night  at  the  Maison  Dieu. 
and  on  the  following  day  was  conveyed  to  Southampton  in  great  state  by  water,  and  lodged  at  tlie 
Hospital  of  God's  House.    While  here  some  troublesome  cutaneous  malady  developed  iteeif,  and  she 
does  not  appear  to  have  met  the  king  until  four  days  later,  when  on  Wednesday,  April  14th,  with  her 
whole  suite, she  was  admitted  to  his  presence  in  Southampton.    Eight  days  after  this  the  royal  marriage 
took  place  at  Titchfleld  (April  22nd)  by  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  the  queen  being  specially  fitted  out  for 
the  occasion  by  a  London  dressmaker  summoned  to  Southampton  (Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton, 
p.  471).    This  pardon  doubtless  celebrated  the  occasion 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects 
to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that  of  our  special  grace  and  from  our  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and 
released  to  Richard  Thomas,  of  Southampton,  and  to  Juliana, 
his  wife,  who  was  the  wife  of  William  Nicoll,  late  mayor  of 
Southampton,  the  executors  of  the  will  of  the  same  William, 
otherwise  to  the  said  Richard  Thomas,  of  Southampton,  in  the 
county  of  Southampton,  merchant,  and  to  either  of  them  or  by 
whatsoever  other  names  they  are  known,  all  transgressions, 
offences,  etc. 


3  "Champerty"  (campi  partltie)  Is  a  bargain  with  a  plaintiff  or  defendant  to  divide  the  land,  or 
other  matter  sued  for,  If  he  shall  prevail  at  law.    The  champertor  Is  to  bear  all  the  expense.    The 
punishment  was  the  loss  of  one  third  of  big  goods  and  perpetual  Infamy. 

4  "  Maintenance"  Is  an  officious  Intermeddling  In  an  action  that  In  no  wise  belongs  to  one.  by  main- 
taining or  assisting  either  party,  with  money  or  otherwise,  to  prosecute  or  defend  it.    The  penalty  by 
1  Rich.  II  was  fine  and  Imprisonment,  together  with  a  forfeiture  of  £10  (32  Henry  Till). 

&"  Embracery"  Is  the  corruption  of  jurors  (brasla  —  vepres  =» thorns).    The  penalty  wa«  also 
one  and  Imprisonment. 
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(6)  Instead  of  "  partes  Walliae  "  we  have  "  March188  Walllae." 

(7)  After  "perceptis"  is  omitted  "  Aceciam  perdonavimus 

.  .  .  causarum  supradictarum." 

(8)  Instead    of    "diem    Coronacionis    nostrae "    the    date 

"April  gth"  is  substituted  everywhere. 

(9)  The  sentence  ends  with  "  forisfactas,"  the  rest,  "  ingress- 

ibus,"  etc.,  being  omitted. 

(ii)  For  Aceciam  tercias  et  terciarum  t"ciasl  omnimodorum  prisonari- 

Muom*? etc.  orum  in  guerra  captorum  nob18  dtcto  nono  die  Aprilis  qualiter- 
cumque  debitas  pertinentes  seu  spectante.s  per  eosdem  Ricardnm 
et  Julianam  et  eorum  utrumque  necnon  omnimodas  trans- 
gressiones  offensas  mesprisiones  contemptus  et  impeticVes  per 
ipsos  Ricardnm  et  Julianam  et  eorum  utrumque  ante  eundem 
nonum  diem  Aprilis  contra  formam  tarn  quorumcumque 
statutorum  ordinacionum  et  provisionum  ante  dlctnm  norm™  diem 
Aprilis  factorum  seu  editorum  de  p^quisicVibus  acceptacVibus 
lectVibus  publicacVMbus  notincac'onibus  et  execucVibus 
quibuscumque  quarumcumque  litterarum  bullarum  applicarum 
ante  dictnm  nonura  diem  Aprilis  et  omninm  aliorum  statutorum 
ordinacionum  et  provisionum  pretextu  quorum  aliqua  secta 
versus  eosdem  Ricardnm  et  Julianam  seu  eorum  utrumque  per 
billam  vel  per  breve  de  premunire2  facta  seu  alio  modo  quo- 
cumque  pro  aliqua  materia  ante  eundem  nonum  diem  Aprilis 
fieri  valeat  quam  quorumcumque  aliorum  statutorum  factos 
sive  perpetratos  statutis  ordinac^ibus  et  provisionibus  illis 
non  obstantibus. 

(iii)  FOP  all  Aceciam  perdonavimus  remisim™  et  relaxavim08  eisdem  Ricardo 
et  Julianae  seu  eorum  utrique  omnimod08  fines  adiudicatos,  etc., 

[as  in  the  last  Pardon  to  "  pertinentia  "] 

necnon  omnimodas  actfo'es  et  demandas  quas  nos  solus  vel 
nos  coniunctim  cum  aliis  personis  vel  alia  persona  habemus  seu 
habere  poterimns  versus  ipsos  Ricardnm  et  Julianam  seu  eorum 
utrumque  pro  aliquibus  huiusmodi  finibus  amerciamentis  exit- 
ibus  releviis  scutagiis  debitis  compotis  prestitis  et  arreragiis 
ante  eundem  primum  diem  Septembri  nob18  debit18.  Aceciam 


1  v.  note  on  last  letter. 

2  The  writ  of  PrsBmunlre  (or  Prsemonere)  Is  so  called  from  the  opening  words  Preemunire 
facia*—"  Take  warning,"  and  forewarns  offender*  to  take  heed  not  to  appear  before  the  Papal  Court 
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And  also  thirds  and  thirds  of  thirds  of  all  kinds  of  prisoners 
taken  in  war  in  any  wise  due,  pertaining  or  belonging  to  us  on 
the  said  ninth  day  of  April,  from  the  same  Richard  and  Juliana 
and  either  of  them,  also  all  kinds  of  transgressions,  offences,  mis- 
prisons, contempts  and  petitions  done  or  committed  by  the  same 
Richard  and  Juliana  and  either  of  them  before  the  same  ninth 
day  of  April,  contrary  to  the  form  as  well  of  anysoever  statutes, 
ordinances  and  provisions  before  the  said  ninth  day  of  April, 
concerning  perquisitions,  acceptations,  readings,  publications, 
notifications  and  executions  soever  of  any  bulls  received  before 
the  said  ninth  day  of  April,  and  of  all  other  statutes  and 
ordinances  and  provisions  by  pretext  of  which  any  suit  against 
the  same  Richard  and  Juliana  or  either  of  them  by  bill  or  by 
writ  of  premunire  made,  or  in  any  other  way  for  any  matter 
before  the  same  ninth  day  of  April  shall  be  able  to  be  made, 
as  of  any  other  statutes,  done  or  perpetrated,  those  statutes, 
ordinances  and  provisions  notwithstanding. 

And  also  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to  the 
same  Richard  and  Juliana  or  either  of  them,  all  kinds  of  fines 
adjudicated,  etc.,  also  all  kinds  of  actions  and  demands  which 
we  alone  or  we  conjointly  with  all  person  or  persons  have  or 
may  have  against  the  same  Richard  and  Juliana  or  either  of 
them  for  any  such  fines,  amerciaments,  revenues,  reliefs,  scutages, 
debts,  accounts,  mutual  settlements,  arrears  due  to  us  before  the 
same  first  day  of  September.  Also  the  outlawries  promulgated 


for  offence*  which  ought  to  be  tried  before  the  Kind's  Court.  The  Act  was  paused  in  27  Ed  III.  In 
24  Henry  VIII  a  further  Act  was  passed  making  It  an  offence  for  any  Dean  and  Chanter  to  refuw  to 
elect  a  bishop  appointed  by  the  king. 
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This  Pardon 
not  to 
extend  to 

Alianora 
Cobham 
and  others. 


utlagariones  in  ipsos  Ricardnm  et  Julianam  seu  eorum  utrumque 
promulgatas  pro  aliqua  causarum  supradlctarum  omnimodis 
debitis  et  compotis  nobls  debitis  et  pertinentibus  quae  vigore 
litterarum  nostrarum  patenciiT  seu  brevium  nostrorum  de  magno 
vel  private  sigillo  aut  per  estallamenta  sive  assignac'o'es 
respectuata  existunt  omnino  exceptis.  Ita  qnod  presens  perdon- 
quo  ad  premissa  seu  aliquod  premissorum  non  cedat 
im  nreiudicium  vel  derogacionem  alicuius  alterius 


acio  nostra 

in    dampnu"     preiudicium    vel     derogac 

personae  quam  personae  nostrae  dumtaxat. 

Proviso  semper  qnod  nulla  huiusmodi  perdonacio  nostra  aliquo 
modo  valeat  allocet™  nee  fiat  nee  aliqualiter  se  extendat  ad 
Alianoram  Cobeham1  filiam  Reginaldi  Cobeham  Militis 
Johannem  Bolton  de  Bolton  in  Comltate  Lancastr1  Bladsmith 
Willelmam  Wyghale  nuper  Custodem  Gaolae  n°Ve  de  Notyngham 
nee  ad  eorum  aliquem  neque  ad  feloniam  de  morte  Cristofori 
Talbot2  Militis  felonice  interfecti  nuper  perpetratam  nee  qnod 
presens  perdonacio  nostra  nee  aliqua  huiusmodi  perdonacio  nostra 
aliqualiter  se  extendat  quo  ad  aliquas  lanas  seu  pelles  lanutas 
seu  alias  mercandisas  de  stapula  ad  aliquas  partes  exteras  extra 
regnu™  n^Vm  Angliae  contra  formam  statuti  in  parliamento 
nostro  apud  Westmonasterium  in  Crastino  sancti  Martini3  Anno 
regni  nostri  decimo  octavo  tento  editi  seu  aliqu°rum  aliorum 
statutorum  cariatas  et  traductas  nee  ad  aliquas  forisPturas 
nob13  in  hac  parte  pertinentes  sive  spectantes  nee  ad  exonera- 
c'c^es  sive  acquietac1ones  aliquarum  personarum  de  punicV'ibus 
supra  ipsas  fiendts  iuxta  formam  eorundem  statutorum  pro 
aliquibus  lanis  sive  pellibus  lanutis  vel  aliis  mercandisas  de 
stapula  ad  aliquas  huiusmodi  partes  exteras  contra  formam 
eorundem  statutorum  cariatas  sive  traductas  nee  q™d  presens 
perdonacio  nostra  nee  aliqua  huiusmodi  perdonacio  nostra  ad 
aliquos  magnos  computantes  nostros  videlicet  ad  Thesanros  Cales4 
et  Hospicii  n°8tri  vitellarios  Cales5  Camerarios6  Cestri  North- 


1 1  think  this  must  be  Eleanor  Cobham,  a  lady-in-waiting  of  Jacqueline,  wife  of  Humphrey,  Duke 
of  Gloucester.  She  became  Gloucester's  mistress  and,  when  Jacqueline  repudiated  him,  his  wife.  In 
1441  she  was  accused,  with  Roger  Bolingbroke,  of  exposing  a  wax  doll,  modelled  in  the  likeness  of 
Henry  VI,  to  a  slow  fire  in  the  belief  that  as  the  wax  melted  the  king  would  waste  away.  Bolingbroke 
made  her  believe  that  her  husband  would  then  become  king.  She  fled  for  sanctuary  to  Westminster 
and  was  condemned  to  penance  (for  three  days  she  walked  the  streets  of  London  bareheaded  and  with 
a  lighted  taper),  and  was  imprisoned  for  the  rest  of  her  life  in  Peel  Castle. 

2  There  was  a  Christopher  Talbot,  the  third  son  of  John  Talbot,  first  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  living 
at  this  time.    But  as  he  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Northampton  iu  1360,  he  could  not  have  been  the 
above. 

3  November  If  th,  1439.    In  J7  Ed.  Ill  an  Act  was  passed  declaring  it  felony  to  export  wool,  but 
eleven  years  later  it  was  repealed.    Apparently  In  1439  the  original  Act  was  again  enforced. 
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against  the  same  Richard  and  Juliana  or  either  of  them  for  any 
of  the  causes  above-mentioned,  all  kinds  of  debts  and  accounts 
due  and  pertaining  to  us  which  exist  by  vigour  of  our  letters 
patent  or  of  our  writs  of  our  great  or  privy  seal  or  by  injunc- 
tions or  assignations  postponed  being  altogether  excepted  ;  so 
that  our  present  pardon  as  far  as  concerns  the  premisses,  or  any 
of  the  premisses,  shall  not  be  to  the  loss,  prejudice  or  derogation 
of  any  other  person  than  our  person  alone. 

Provided  always  that  no  such  our  pardon  in  any  way  shall 
be  of  avail,  allocated  or  made  or  in  any  wise  be  extended  to 
Alianora  Cobeham,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Reginald  Cobeham, 
John  Bolton,  of  Bolton,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  bladesmith, 
William  Wyghale,  late  custodian  of  our  gaol  of  Nottingham, 
nor  to  any  of  them,  nor  for  the  felony,  concerning  the  death  of 
Sir  Christopher  Talbot,  feloniously  killed,  lately  perpetrated, 
nor  that  our  present  pardon,  nor  any  such  our  pardon,  shall 
otherwise  be  extended  to  certain  wools  or  woolfells  or  other 
merchandise  of  the  staple  carried  and  exported  to  other  foreign 
parts  without  our  realm  of  England  contrary  to  the  form  of  the 
statute  passed  in  our  parliament  at  Westminster  on  the  morrow 
of  St.  Martin,  held  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  our  reign,  or  of  any 
other  statutes,  nor  to  any  forfeits  pertaining  or  belonging  to  us 
in  this  part,  nor  to  the  exoneration  or  quittance  of  any  persons 
concerning  punishments  to  be  made  upon  them  according  to  the 
form  of  the  same  statutes  for  any  wools  or  woolfells  or  other 
merchandise  of  the  staple  carried  or  exported  to  any  such 
foreign  parts  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  same  statutes,  nor  that 
our  present  pardon,  or  any  such  our  pardon,  shall  in  any  way 
be  extended  to  any  of  our  chief  accountants,  to  wit,  to  the 
treasurers  of  Calais  and  of  our  household,  to  the  victuallers  of 
Calais,  to  the  chamberlains  of  Chester,  of  North  and  South 


4  By  this  year  (1446)  little  remained  of  our  possessions  In  France  but  Calais.  There  were  various 
treasurers  under  the  Lord  Treasurer.  As  the  Treasurer  of  the  Household  was  ex  offlcio  a  member  of 
the  Privy  Council,  we  may  deduce  that  so  was  the  Treasurer  of  Calais. 

8  Calais  was  the  outpost  of  the  kingdom  and  supplied  various  posts  of  considerable  Importance, 
especially  to  such  as  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  keep  in  a  state  of  semi-banishment. 

6  Under  the  Lord  Chamberlain  were  various  under-chamberlalns,  of  which  one  was  the  Chamber- 
lain of  Chester,  who  received  the  rents  and  revenues  of  that  city  on  behalf  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who 
was  Earl  of  Chester.  Stow  (Annals,  p.  641)  mentions  a  chamberlain  of  North  Wales,  and  here  we  know 
there  was  one  for  South  Wales.  The  fourth  chamberlain  was  of  London. 
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walliae  et  Suthwalllae  Custodes  Garderobae  Hospicii  nostri  aut 
Custodes  Magnae  Garderobae  nostrae  aut  Custodes  sive  clericos 
Garderobae  nostrae  clericos  operacionum  nostrarum  Constabularies 
Burdegalae  Thesanrum  terrae  nostrae  Hiberniae  Receptores  Ducatus 
n°8tri  Lancastr11  et  ducatus  nostri  CornubaUiae  2  tarn  generales 
qnam  particulares  quo  ad  aliqua  huiusmodi  officia  sua  seu 
huiusmodi  occupac^es  suas  aut  alicuius  eorundem  tangencia 
ullo  modo  se  extendat. 

In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fecimus  patentes. 
Teste  me  ipso  apud  \Vestmonasterimn  vicesimo  die  Junii  Anno 
regni  n°8tri  vicesimo  quarto. 


i  Lancaster  was  made  a  County  Palatine  In  1377,  and  John   of   Gaunt  was  the  first  duke. 
Edward  III  granted  hl»  gon  the  Jura  Regalia,  i.e.,  the  power  to  pardon  treasons,  outlawries,  etc. 
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Wales,  the  keepers  of  the  wardrobe  of  our  house,  or  to  the 
keepers  of  our  great  wardrobe,  or  to  the  keepers  or  clerks  of 
our  wardrobe,  to  the  clerks  of  our  works,  to  the  constables 
of  Bordeaux,  to  the  treasurer  of  our  land  of  Ireland,  to  the 
receivers  of  our  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  of  our  Duchy  of 
Cornwall,  as  well  general  as  particular  as  far  as  concerns  any 
such  office  of  theirs  or  such  occupations  of  theirs  or  of  any  of 
the  same. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent. 

Witnessed  by  me  at  Westminster  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
June,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  our  reign.  [1446.] 


2  A  Royal  Duchy  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
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Letters 
Patent  of 
a  General 
Pardon 
(with  special 
and  note- 
worthy 
provisions) 
to  John 
Donne, 
mayor,  and 
Corporation. 


(i)  For  all 

civil 

offences. 


(ii)  For  all 

criminal 

offences. 


No.  IY. 

2  EDWARD  IV  (1462). 

EDWARDUS  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae.  Omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes 
litterae  pervenerint  salntem. 

Sciatis  quod  de  gratia  nostra  speciali  et  ex  certa  scientia  et 
mero  motu  nostris  perdonavimns  remisimns  et  relaxavimus  Johanni 
Donnel  Maiori  Villae  n°Ve  Suthamptoniae  ac  Vicecomlti  et  Balliviis 
eiusdem  Villae  alias  diet0  Maiori  et  Escaetori  villae  Suthamp- 
toniae  ac  Vic600101"  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  villae  predlctae  alias 
diet0  Maiori  Ballivis  et  hominibus  villae  Suthampton  alias  diet0 
Maiori  et  Burgensibus  villae  Suthamptonlae  alias  diet0  Maiori 
et  probis  hominibus  villae  Suthamptoniae  alias  diet0  Maiori  et 
Vicecomiti  villae  Suthamptoniae  alias  diet0  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Bur- 
gensibus villae  Suthamptonlae  alias  diet0  Maiori  Vic600*1"  Ballivis 
Burgensibus  et  hominibus  villae  Suthamptoniae  alias  diet0  Maiori 
Vicecomiti  et  Baiiivis  vinae  Suthamptoniae  ac  Custodibus  pacis 
infra  eandem  villam  seu  quibuscumque  aliis  nominibus  cense- 
antnr  omnimodos  transgressiones  offensas  mesprisiones  contemptus 
et  impetic1ones  per  ipsos  Maiorem  Vic660111"6111  Ballivos  et  Burgenses 
ante  quartum  diem  Novembris  ultimo  preteritum  contra  formam 
statutorum  de  (signis)  liberatis  pannorum  et  capiciorum  factis 
sive  perpetratis  unde  punicio  caderet  in  demandam  debitam  seu 
in  finem  et  redempc1onem  aut  in  alias  p°enas  pecunarias  seu 
imprisonamenta  statutis  predictis  non  obstantibus. 

Et  insuper  ex  motu  et  sciencia  nostris  predictis  perdonavimus 
remisimns  et  relaxavim™  eidem  Maiori  Vic600™1*1  Ballivis  et  Bur- 
gensibus sectam  pacis  nostrae  quae  ad  nos  versus  ipsos  pertinet 
pro  omnimodis  prodic!onibus  murdris  raptibus  mulierum  rebell- 
ionibus  insurrecc'o^bus  feloniis  conspiracionibus  cambipartiis 
maintenenciis  et  imbraciariis2  ac  aliis  transgressionibus  offensis 
neglegenciis  extorsionibus  imprisionibus  ignoranciis3  con- 
temptibus  concelamentis  forisfacturis  et  decepc1onibus  per  ipsos 


1  John  Donne  or  Dunne  was  mayor  1461-2.    He  had  previously  In  H54  been  sheriff.    A  few  months 
before  the  date  of  this  pardon  Edward  IV  visited  Southampton,  riding  along  the  coast  from  Sandwich 
On  this  occasion  he  granted  a  new  charter  and  probably  this  pardon. 

2  v.  p.  17  n. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects 
to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that  of  our  special  grace  and  from  our  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and 
released  John  Donne,  mayor  of  our  town  of  Southampton,  and 
the  sheriff  and  bailiffs  of  the  same  town,  otherwise  the  said 
mayor  and  escheator4  of  the  town  of  Southampton  and  the 
sheriff,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  aforesaid,  otherwise 
the  said  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southampton, 
otherwise  the  said  mayor  and  honest  men  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, otherwise  the  said  mayor  and  sheriff  of  the  town  of 
Southampton,  otherwise  the  said  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses 
of  the  town  of  Southampton,  otherwise  the  said  mayor,  sheriff, 
bailiffs,  burgesses  and  men  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  other- 
wise the  said  mayor,  sheriff  and  bailiffs  of  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, and  to  the  guardians  of  the  peace  within  the  same 
town  or  by  whatsoever  other  names  they  be  called,  all  kinds 
of  transgressions,  offences,  misprisions,  contempts  and  petitions 
done  or  perpetrated  by  the  same  maj^or,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and  bur- 
gesses before  the  fourth  day  of  November  last  past,  contrary  to 
the  form  of  the  statutes  of  livery  of  cloaks  and  hoods,  whereby 
punishment  should  take  effect  on  due  demand  or  on  fine  and 
ransom  or  on  other  money  penalties  or  imprisonments,  the 
statutes  aforesaid  notwithstanding. 

And  furthermore,  of  our  motion  and  knowledge  aforesaid,  we 
have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to  the  same  mayor,  sheriff, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  the  suit  of  our  peace  which  pertains  to  us 
against  them  for  all  kinds  of  treasons,  murders,  rapes  of  women, 
rebellions,  insurrections,  felonies,  conspiracies,  champerties, 
maintenances,  and  embraceries  and  other  transgressions, 
offences,  negligences,  extortions,  imprisonments,  ignorances, 
contempts,  concealments,  forfeits  and  deceptions  in  any  wise 


8  Ignorance  Is  the  legal  term  applied  to  one  who,  Intending  to  do  a  lawful  act,  does  that  which  is 
unlawful. 

«  Escheat  took  place  If  the  tenant  died  wlihout  heirs  or  If  hU  blood  was  corrupted  by  attainder 
of  treason  or  felony.  The  land  escheated  or  fell  back  to  the  lord.  The  officer  (here  the  mayor)  looked 
after  the  king's  Interests  as  supreme  lord. 
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(Hi)  For 
outlawry. 


(i»)  For 
felon's  goods 
and  offences 
against 
Forest  Laws. 


(v)  For  all 
taxes  on 
lands  and 
buildings. 


Maiorem  Vic60001'16111  Ballivos  et  Burgenses  ante  dlctnm  quartum 
diem  Novembris  qualitercunlque  factis  sive  perpetratis. 

Aceciam  utlagariae  si  quae  in  ipsos  Maiorem  Vic"*  "  Ballivos 
et  Burgenses  hiis  occasionibus  seu  earum  aliqua  fuerint  promul- 
gatae  et  firmam  pacem  nostram  eis  inde  concedim"8.  Ita  tamen 
qnod  sicut  recte  in  Curia  nostra  si  quis  versus  eos  loqui  volerit 
de  premissis  vel  aliquo  premissorum. 

Et  ulterius  perdonavimns  et  remisimus  et  relaxavim"8  eisdem 
Maiori  Vicecomiti  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  omnimoda  estapia 
felonum  attinctorum  et  comittorum  necnon  catalla  relonnm  et 
fugitivorum  catalla  u.tlagatorum  et  felonum  de  se  deodanda1 
vasta  impeticiones  ac  omnimodos  articulos  itineris2  destrucc!ones 
et  transgressiones  de  viridi  vel  venac'oV  vendicVes  boscorum 
infra  forestas  et  extra  et  aliarum  rerum  quarumcumque  ante 
dictnm  quartum  diem  Novembr15  infra  regnum  nostrum  Angllae 
et  Marchias  Walliae  4  emersarum  et  eventarnm  unde  punicio  caderet 
in  demandam  debitam  seu  in  finem  et  redempcVem  aut  in  alias 
p°enas  pecuniarias  seu  in  forisfacturam  bonorum  et  catallorum 
aut  imprisonamenta  seu  amerciamenta  Communitatum  villarum 
vel  singularium  personarum  vel  in  onerac1onem  liberi  tenementl 
eorum  qui  nunquam  transgressi  fuerunt  ut  heredum  executorum 
vel  terrae  tenencium  Escaetorum  Vicecomitum  Coronatorum  et 
aliarum  huiusmodi  et  omne  id  quod  ad  nos  versus  ipsos  Maiorem 
Y'cecomitem  Baiiivos  et  Burgenses  pertinet  seu  pertinere  posset  ex 
causis  supradictis. 

Aceciam  perdonavimus  remisimus  et  relaxavimus  eisdem 
Maiori  Vicecomltl  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  omaimodas  donacjones 
alienac'ones5  et  p^quisicVes  per  ipsos  de  terris  et  teneuientl8  de 
nob18  vel  progenitoribus  n°8tris  quondam  Regibus  Angl'ae  aut 
aliis  nuper  de  facto  et  non  de  iure6  Regibus  Angliue  vel  eorum 
aliquo  in  capite  tentis,  Aceciam  omnimodas  donac'ones  per- 
quisicioues  ad  manu1"  mortuam7  factas  et  habitas  absque  licencia 
regia  necnon  omuimodos  intrusiones8  et  ingressus  in  temporalia9 


i  v.  p.  10  n. 

1 1  cannot  explain  this  obscure  phrase. 

s  ».  p.  10  n.,  "Damnum  sllvls  viridibus  et  fronclosis  illatis"  (Rymer). 

*  The  Marches  of  Wales  (Germ. :  "  March,"  a  border ;  or  Fr.:  "Marque"),  the  border  line  between 
England  and  Wales.  The  borders  were  gorerned  by  the  Lords  Marchers,  who  had  their  own  laws  like 
petty  kings  (cf.  the  Earl  of  MarchX  These  rights  were  abolished  by  Henry  VIII  in  1534. 

5  An  alienation  is  the  transference  of  property. 


OF   SOUTHAMPTON.  27 


done  or  perpetrated  by  the  same  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  before  the  fourth  day  of  November. 

And  also  for  the  outlawries,  if  any  have  been  promulgated 
against  the  same  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  on  these 
occasions  or  any  of  them,  and  we  grant  henceforth  to  them  our 
lasting  peace  ;  however,  in  such  a  way  that  they  may  plead 
fittingly  in  our  court,  if  any  shall  wish  to  speak  against  them 
concerning  the  premisses  or  any  of  them. 

And  furthermore  we  have  pardoned  and  released  to  the  same 
mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  all  kinds  of  property  of 
felons,  attainted  and  committed,  also  the  chattels  of  felons  and 
fugitives,  the  chattels  of  outlaws  and  felons,  deodands,  wastes, 
petitions,  and  all  kinds  of  complaints  of  journey  (?),  destructions 
and  transgressions  of  vert  or  venison,  the  sellings  of  woods 
within  forests  and  without,  and  of  other  things  soever  emerging 
and  proceeding,  before  the  said  fourth  day  of  November,  within 
our  realm  of  England  and  the  marches  of  Wales,  for  which 
punishment  should  fall  on  due  demand,  or  on  fine  and  ransom, 
or  on  other  pecuniary  pains,  or  on  forfeiture  of  goods  and 
chattels,  or  imprisonments  or  amercements  of  the  community  of 
towns  or  of  single  persons,  or  on  the  burden  of  the  free  holding 
of  those  who  have  never  transgressed,  as  of  the  heirs  of  executors 
or  the  holders  of  land,  escheators,  sheriffs,  coroners  and  other 
such,  and  that  which  pertains  or  may  pertain  to  us  against 
the  same  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  from  the  causes 
abovesaid. 

And  also  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to  the 
same  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  all  kinds  of  demands, 
donations,  alienations,  and  perquisitions  due  from  them  for 
lands  and  tenements  held  in  capite  from  us  or  our  progenitors, 
the  former  kings  of  England,  or  other  kings  of  England  de  facto 
and  not  de  iure  or  any  of  them  ;  and  also  all  kinds  of  donations, 
perquisitions,  made  or  held  in  mortmain,  without  royal  license, 
and  also  all  intrusions  and  trespasses  with  respect  to  the 


•  A  sovereign  Is  de  iure  king  by  lawful  descent,  de  facto  king  by  seizing  the  throne.    Thus 
Henry  VI  was  king  de  iure,  Edward  IV  king  do  facto.    And  yet  treasons  against  Henry  VI  were 
punished  by  Edward  IV,  although  all  the  line  of  Lancaster  had  been  previously  declared  usurpers  by 
Act  of  Parliament. 

t  Distinguished  from  the  above  by  referring  to  corporations  rather  than  Individuals. 

•  The  unlawful  seizure  of  lands  by  one  who  has  no  right. 

»  The  temporalities  are  the  lands,  tithes,  revenues  and  lees  of  a  bishop. 


28  LETTERS    PATENT,    ETC., 

Archiepiscopatus  et  Episcopatus  et  in  hereditatem  suam  in  parte  vel 
in  toto  post  mortem  predecessorum  suorum  et  antecessorum 
suorum  absque  debita  prosecucione  liberaclone  aut  restitucione 
eorundem  extra  manum  regiam  ante  eundem  quartum  diem 
Novembr18  facta  una  cum  exitibus  et  proficuis  inde  medio 
tempore  perceptis. 

(Yi)  For  all  Et  insuper  perdonavimus  remisimns  et  relaxavim"9  eisdem 
iPnonurred8  Maiori  Vic600"11'"  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  omnimodas  p°enas 
ante  dictum  quartum  diem  Novembris  forisfactas  coram  nobls 
vel  progenitoribus  predlctis  aut  aliis  nuper  ut  premittitur  Regibus 
(seu  aliquo)  seu  consilio  nostro  Cancellario  Thesaiirario  (sic)  seu 
aliquo  Judicum  nostrorum  vel  progenitorum  predlctorum  aut 
aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitur  Regum  seu  eorum  alicuius  pro 
aliqua  causa  et  omnes  alias  p°enas  per  ipsos  Maiorem  Vic600"1116111 
Ballivos  et  Burgenses  pro  aliqua  causa  ante  dictum  quartum 
diem  Novembr13  nobis  vel  progenitoribus  predictis  aut  aliis  nuper 
ut  premittitur  Regibus  seu  eorum  alicui  forisfactas  et  ad  opus 
nostrnm  levanduul  ac  omnimodas  securitates  pacis  ante  eundem 
quartum  diem  Novembr13  similiter  forisf^tas.  Aceciam  tercias 
et  terciarum  tercias  omnimodorum  prisonariorum  in  guerra 
captorum  nobis  vel  progenitoribus  predlctis  aut  aliis  nuper  ut 
premittitur  Regibus  seu  eorum  alicui  dicto  quarto  die  Novembris 
qualitercumque  debitas  pertinentes  sive  spectantes  per  eosdem 
Maiorem  Vicecomitem  Ballivos  et  Burgenses  necnon  omnimoda 
demand3  transgressiones  offensas  mesprisiones  contemptus  et 
impeticVes  per  ipsos  Maiorem  Vic"™11601  Ballivos  et  Burgenses 
ante  eundem  quartum  diem  Novembr18  contra  formam  tarn 
quorumcumque  statutorum  ordinacionum  et  provisionum  ante 
dictnm  quartum  diem  Novembr18  factorum  sive  editorum  de 
perquisic!onibus  acceptac1o"ibus  leccionibus  publicacionibus 
notificac1onibus  et  execuc'onibus  quibuscumque  quarumcumque 
litterarum  et  bullarum  aplicandarum  ante  dlctnm  quartum  diem 
Novembr18  et  omnium  aliorum  statutorum  ordinacionu™  et 
provisionuml  pretextu  quorum  aliqua  secta  vcrsus  eosdem 
Maiorem  Vic60001116"1  Ballivos  et  Burgenses  per  villam  vel  per 
breve  de  premunire  fact8  seu  alio  modo  quocumque  pro  aliqua 
materia  ante  eundem  quartum  diem  Novembr18  fieri  valeat 
q^m  quorumcumque  aliorum  statutorum  factornm  sive  per- 


1  These  statutes  referred  to  tho  appointing  and  providing  a  bishop  or  other  ecclesiastic  with  a 
living  by  the  Pope  before  the  Incumbent  was  dead.  Laws  to  prevent  this  abuse  were  passed  by 
Edward  III  in  1362  and  1364,  and  by  Richard  II  in  1379, 1380,  and  1394. 
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temporalities  of  the  Archbishopric  or  Bishopric  and  their 
inheritance  in  part  or  in  whole  after  the  death  of  their  pre- 
decessors and  ancestors  made  without  due  prosecution,  libera- 
tion or  restitution  of  the  same,  out  of  the  king's  hands,  made 
before  the  same  fourth  day  of  November,  together  with  the  rents 
and  profits  thence  meanwhile  derived. 

And  moreover  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to 
the  same  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  all  penalties 
forfeited  before  the  said  fourth  day  of  November,  before  us  or 
our  progenitors  aforesaid  and  other  late  kings  as  is  aforesaid, 
whether  by  the  advice  of  our  chancellor,  treasurer,  or  of  any 
other  of  the  judges  of  us  or  our  progenitors  aforesaid  or  of 
any  other  of  the  late  kings,  as  aforesaid,  for  any  cause,  and  all 
other  penalties  forfeited  by  the  same  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  for  any  cause  before  the  said  fourth  day  of  November, 
to  us  or  our  progenitors  aforesaid  or  any  of  the  late  kings,  as  is 
ordained,  for  alleviating  our  labour,  and  all  sureties  of  peace 
similarly  forfeited  before  the  same  fourth  day  of  November. 
And  also  thirds  and  thirds  of  thirds  of  all  prisoners  captured  in 
war,  due,  pertaining  or  belonging  to  us  or  our  ancestors  afore- 
said or  to  any  of  the  late  kings,  as  is  aforesaid,  in  such  wise  on 
the  said  fourth  day  of  November,  by  the  same  mayor,  etc. ;  also 
all  demands,  transgressions,  offences,  misprisions,  contempts  and 
petitions  done  by  the  same  mayor,  etc.,  before  the  same  fourth 
day  of  November,  contrary  to  the  form  as  well  of  whatever 
statutes,  ordinances  and  provisions  made  or  published  before 
the  said  fourth  day  of  November,  concerning  perquisitions, 
acceptations,  readings,  publications,  notifications  and  executions 
whatsoever  of  any  letters  and  bulls  applied  for  before  the  said 
fourth  day  of  November,  and  of  all  other  statutes,  ordinances 
and  provisions  by  pretext  of  which  any  suit  made  against  the 
same  mayor,  etc.,  made  by  bill  or  writ  of  premunire,  or  in  any 
other  way  soever,  made  or  perpetrated  for  any  matter  before 
the  same  fourth  day  of  November,  may  be  moved,  as  of  any 
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( vii)  For  all 
fines,  etc. 


This  pardon 
not  to  apply 
to  certain 
persons, 
rebels  and 
supporters 
of  Henry  VI 


petratornm  statutis  ordinacVibus  et  provisionibus  illis  non 
obstantibus  lltteris  et  bullis  de  exempc1onibus  dumtaxat 
exceptis. 

Aceciam  perdonavimns  remisimns  et  relaxavimus  eisdem  Maiori 
y-cecomm  Baiiivis  et  Burgcnsibus  omnimodos  fines  adiudicatos 
amerciamenta  exitus  forisfactos  relevia  scutagia  ac  omnimoda 
debita  compota  prestita  arreragia  firmarum  et  compotorum 
nob18  vel  progenitoribus  predictis  aut  aliis  nuper  ut  premittitnr 
Regibus  seu  eorum  alicui  ante  quintum  diem  Marcii  Anno 
regni  nostri  primo  qualitercumque  debita  et  pertinencia  necnon 
omnimodas  acclones  et  demandas  quas  nos  solus  vel  nos 
coiunctim  cum  aliis  personis  vel  alia  persona  habemns  seu  habere 
poterimn3  versus  ipsos  Maiorem  Vicecomltem  Ballivos  et  Burgenses 
pro  aliquibus  huiusmodi  finibus  amerciamentis  exitibus  releviis 
scutagiis  debitis  compotis  prestitis  et  arreragiis  ante  dlct"m 
quintum  diem  Marcii  nobls  vel  progenitoribus  predietis  aut  aliis 
nuper  ut  premittitnr  Regibus  seu  eorum  alicui  debitis,  Aceciam 
utlagaria3  in  ipsos  Maiorem  Vicecomltem  Ballivos  et  Burgenses 
promulgatas  pro  aliqua  causarum  supradictarum. 

Et  quod  praesens  perdonacio  nostra  quo  ad  premissa  seu 
aliquod  premissorum  non  cedat  in  dampnu1"  preiudiciuni  vel 
derogacVem  alicuius  alterius  personae  quam  personae  nostrae 
dumtaxat.  Proviso  sernp"  quod  presens  perdonacio  nostra  nee 
aliqua  huiusmodi  perdonacio  nostra  ad  Johannem  Waleys  nuper 
de  Thorneton  in  Comftate  Devonlae  Armigerum1  Rogerum  Thorp 
nuper  de  london  Arfnigerum  Willelmnm  Philipp  alias  dictnm 
WiHeImum  Ferrour  nuper  de  london  Armigerum  Edwardum 
Thorneburgh  nuper  de  Carlile2  Gentilman  Johannem  Amyas 
nuper  de  Walton  in  Comitate  Eborlci  Gentilman  Nicholnm  Rygby 
nuper  de  Kyngeston  supra  Thames  in  Comltate  Surregni  yoman 
and  Thomam  Sergeauntson  nuper  de  Ebor100  yoman  seu  eorum 
aliquem  nee  ad  aliquam  aliam  personam  seu  aliquas  personas 
auctoritate  parliamenti  nostri  apud  Westmonaster1nm  quarto  die 
Novembris  ultimo  preterito  inchoati  et  tenti  de  alta  prodicione 


1  The  names  hereafter  are  divided  into  three  classes,  esquires,  gentlemen,  and  yeomen.    It  is 
difficult  to  distinguish  between  the  first  two.    The  esquire  was  originally  the  shield-bearer,  and  was 
later  a  name  given  to  those  who  had  a  right  to  a  coat  of  arms,  but  so  had  a  gentleman.    I  suggest  that 
esquires  were  younger  members  of  noble  families,  and  gentleman  was  the  novut  homo  of  the  Romans. 
I  am  the  more  inclined  to  this  view  as  I  find  that  a  certain  J.  Kingston  was  made  a  gentleman  by 
Richard  II  In  1390  (Pat.  Rolls).    Yeomen  were  chiefly  the  freeholders  and  farmers. 

2  Carlisle,  owing  to  its  position  in  the  British  kingdom  of  Strathclyde,  has  preserved  a  purely 
Celtic  name.     It  Is  the  Luguvallum  of  the  Antonine  Itinerary,  the  Lugubalum  of  the  Ravenna 
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other  statutes  soever,  such  statutes,  ordinances  and  provisions 
notwithstanding,  the  letters  and  bulls  only  being  excepted 
from  exemption. 

And  also  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to  the 
same  mayor,  etc.,  all  fines  adjudicated,  amercements,  rents 
forfeited,  reliefs,  scutages,  and  all  debts,  accounts  vouched  for, 
arrears  of  farms  and  accounts  in  any  wise  due  and  pertaining 
to  us,  etc.,  before  the  fifth  day  of  March  in  the  first  year  of  our 
reign,  also  all  actions  and  demands  which  we  alone  or  in  con- 
junction with  other  person  or  persons  have  or  may  have  against 
the  same  mayor,  etc.,  for  any  such  fines,  amercements,  rents, 
reliefs,  scutages,  debts,  accounts  and  arrears  due  before  the  said 
fifth  day  of  March  to  us,  etc. ;  and  also  outlawries  promulgated 
against  the  same  mayor,  etc.,  for  any  of  the  causes  aforesaid. 

And  that  our  present  pardon,  as  far  as  the  premisses  or  any 
of  them  is  concerned,  may  not  become  void,  prejudiced  or 
derogatory  to  any  other  person  than  our  person  only.  Provided 
always  that  our  present  pardon  and  any  such  pardon  be  not 
extended  to  John  Waleys,  Esq.,  late  of  Thornton,  in  the  county 
of  Devon,  Roger  Thorp,  Esq.,  late  of  London,  William  Philip, 
Esq.,  otherwise  called  William  Ferrour,  late  of  London,  Edward 
Thorneburgh,  gentleman,  late  of  Carlisle,  John  Amyas,  gentle- 
man, late  of  Walton,  in  the  county  of  York,  Nicholus  Rigby, 
yeoman,  late  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  in  the  county  of  Surrey, 
and  Thomas  Sergeantson,  yeoman,  late  of  York,  or  any  of  them, 
nor  to  any  other  person  or  persons  attainted  of  high  treason  by 
authority  of  our  parliament  summoned  and  held  at  Westminster 
on  the  fourth  day  of  November  last,  nor  to  any  person  or  persons 


geographer,  and  Baeda's  Lugubalia,  which  was  corrupted  Into  Lluel,  Simon  of  Durham  speaking  of 
"  Luguballa,  which  U  called  Luel."  With  the  British  prefix  caer,  a  "  city,"  this  became  Caer-luel.  In 
the  ninth  century  we  find  the  Anglo-Saxon  equivalent  Lul-cliester,  but  In  the  tenth  we  again  find  the 
British  form  Caer-luel,  which  degenerated  into  Carliol.  Carlisle  was  at  one  extremity  of  the  vallnui 
of  Hadrian,  which  extended  from  Wallsend  to  Carlisle.  Lugu-vallum  signifies  the  "  wall-tower,"  that 
is  the  tower  or  fort  at  the  end  of  the  vallum.  The  Celtic  Ivgut  of  Mela,  and  the  Cornish  lug,  meaning 
a  tower,  is  teen  lu  the  name  Lugdununi,  "tower-hill,"  now  Lyons. 
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attinctam  vel  attinctas  nee  ad  aliquam  personam  seu  aliquas 
personas  quae  in  hereditatem  dictarum  personarum  seu  earum 
alicuius  dicta  auctoritate  parliament!  predicti  attinctarum  vel 
attinctae  in  parte  vel  in  toto  ingressa  fuerit  vel  ingressae  fuerint 
nee  ad  aliquas  personas  quascumque  rebelles  nostros  in  regno 
Scociae  vel  Franciae  existentes  Capitali  rebelli  et  inimico  nostro 
Henrico  nuper  de  facto  et  non  de  iure  Regi  Angliae  adherentes 
alignaliter  se  extendat. 

Nee  qnod  presens  perdonacio  nostra  ad  aliquos  magnos  compu- 
tantes  nostros  qui  nunc  sunt  vel  qui  nuper  fuerunt  videlicet  ad 
Thesanrarinm  Cales  et  hospicii  n°stri  vel  progenitorum  predlctorum 
aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitur  Regum  seu  eorum  alicuius 
vitellarios  Gales  Camerarlum  Cestr136  Northwalllae  et  Suthwalliae 
Custodes  Garderobae  Hospicii  n°8tri  vel  progenitorum  predlctorum 
aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitur  Regum  seu  eorum  alicuius  aut 
Custodes  magnae  Garderobae  nostrae  vel  progenitorum  predietorum 
aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitnr  Regum  seu  eorum  alicuius  aut 
Custodes  sive  clericos  Garderobae  nostrae  vel  progenitorum  pre- 
dictorum  aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitur  Regum  seu  eorum 
alicuius  clericos  operacionum  nostrarum  vel  progenitorum  pre- 
dlctorum  aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitnr  Regum  seu  eorum 
alicuius  Constabularies  Burdegalael  Thesanrarlam  terrae  n°Ve 
Hiberniae  et  Receptores  Ducatus  nostri  Lancastr1  et  Ducatus 
nostri  Cornuballi  tarn  generales  quam  particulares  quo  ad  aliqua 
huiusmodi  officia  sua  seu  huiusmodi  occupac^es  suas  aut 
alicuius  eorundem  tangencia  ullo  modo  se  extendat. 

In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
patentes.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonasterinm  octavo  die 
Marcii  Anno  regni  nostri  secundo. 


i  Bordeaux,  a  chief  town  of  the  Blturlges,  was  the  Roman  Burdfgala.  The  district  of  which  it  is 
the  capital  was  formerly  called  the  Bordelais,  which  is  a  corruption  of  Pagus  Burdigalensis.  The  word 
Bordeaux  cannot  be  derived  directly  from  Burdigala,  but  may  have  originated  in  the  mediaeval  name 
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who  have  entered  in  part  or  wholly  upon  the  inheritance  of  the 
said  persons  or  any  of  them  attainted  by  the  said  authority 
of  the  parliament  aforesaid,  nor  to  any  persons  soever,  rebels 
against  us  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  or  France,  adherents  of 
that  arch-rebel  and  enemy,  Henry,  late  king  of  England,  de  facto 
and  not  de  iure. 

And  that  our  present  pardon  shall  not  in  any  wise  be 
extended  to  any  of  our  accountants  who  now  are  or  late  have 
been,  namely,  to  the  treasurer  of  Calais  and  of  the  household 
of  us,  etc.,  to  the  victuallers  of  Calais,  the  chamberlain  of 
Chester,  North  Wales  and  South  Wales,  the  keepers  of  the 
wardrobe  of  the  household  of  us,  etc.,  or  the  keepers  of 
the  great  wardrobe  of  us,  etc.,  or  the  keepers  or  clerks  of  the 
wardrobe  of  us,  etc.,  the  clerks  of  the  works  of  us,  etc.,  the 
constables  of  Bordeaux,  the  treasurer  of  our  land  of  Ireland, 
and  the  receivers  of  our  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  of  our  Duchy 
of  Cornwall,  as  well  general  as  particular  as  far  as  touches  any 
such  their  duties  or  occupations. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent. 

Witness  myself  at  Westminster  on  the  eighth  day  of  March, 
in  the  second  year  of  our  reign.  [1462.] 


Burdegallg.  In  Low  Latin  burdigala  signifies  a  "  fish  tank,"  and  we  learn  from  Aiuonius  that  a  small 
stream  formed  a  tidal  pool  or  dock.  The  popular  punning  etymology  makes  It  the  town  on  the  "brink 
of  the  water,"  au  bord  de*  eaux  (Isaac  Taylor,  Names  and  their  Histories). 
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Patent  of 
the  Exempli- 
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the  record 
of  the 

proceedings 
in  the  Court 
of  Exchequer 
for  the 
recovery  to 
the  Mayor 
and  Corpor- 
ation of  an 
outlaw's 
goods  from 
Walter 
Fetiplace, 
a  former 
mayor. 


No.    Y. 

6  EDWARD  IV  (1466). 

EDWARDUS  dei  gratla  Rex  Angliae  et  Franci'e  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  lltterae  pervenerint  salntem. 

Sciatis  quod  inspeximns  quoddam  Recordum  annotatum  in 
Memorandis  Scaecarii  nostri  videllcet  inter  Recorda  de  termino 
Saneti  Michaelis  Anno  regni  nostri  tercio  Rotnl°  terciodecimo  ex 
parte  Rememoratoris1  nostri  in  haec  verba. 

Villa  Suthainptonia.  Memorandnm  quod  sexto  die  Octobris  hoc 
termino  Willelmns  Worthy  venit  coram  Baronibus  huius  Scaocarii2 
in  propria  pcrsona  sua  et  dat  Curlae  hie  intelligi  qnod  ubi  Johannes 
Estfeld3  de  Suthamptonla  Merchaunt  alias  dtctus  Johannes  Estfeld 
de  Villa  Suthamptoaia  Marchaunt  utlagatns  fuit  ad  Conventnm 
tentnm  apud  Wilton  in  Comltatn  Wiltes  die  Martis4  proxlmo 
post  festum  Natalis  Domlni  Anno  regni  domlni  Regis  nunc  primo 
ad  sectam  \Villelmi  Here  Civis  Civitatis  Novae  Sarum5  alias 
dlcti  Willelmi  Here  de  New  Salisbury  Marchaunt  de  pl^ito  debit! 
prout  coram  Iusticlariis  dlcti  donilni  Regis  de  Commnni  Banco6  plene 
liquet  de  Recordo  qnod  ipse  Johannes  vicisimo  primo  die  Maii 
Anno  regni  domini  Regis  nunc  tercio  apud  Villam  Suthampton1ani 
predlctam  possessionatus  fuit  de  una  mensa  et  tribus  ollis 
stanneis  uno  panno  laneo  vocat0  a  stre)'te  una  toga  coloris 
blodii  et  aliis  bonis  et  catallis  ut  de  bonis  et  catallis  suis 
propriis  ad  valenciam  Is.  quae  quidem  bona  et  catalla  eodem 
vicesimo  primo  die  Maii  apud  Suthamptonian>  predictam  ad  manus 
Walteri  Fetiplace7  tune  Maioris  eiusdem  Villae  devenerunt  et 
in  manibus  suis  adhuc  existunt.  Qui  quidem  Walterus  eadem 
bona  et  catalla  domlno  Regi  adhuc  iniuste  detinet  unde  est 


1  There  were  three  officers  of  the  Exchequer,  ca'led  respectively  the  King's  Remembrancer,  the 
Lord  Treasurer's  Remembrancer,  and  the  Remembrancer  of  the  First  Fruits.    The  first  took  cognizance 
of  all  debts  due  to  the  king. 

2  The  Exchequer  is  an  ancient  court  In  which  all  causes  touching  the  rights  and  revenues  of  the 
Crown  are  heard.    Ic  la  said  to  have  been  instituted  by  William  I,  and  it  certainly  has  existed  since 
the  time  of  Henry  I.    The  court  took  its  name  from  the  table  at  which  the  barons  sat  (a  Tabula  ad 
quam  assidebant*,  the  cloth  of  which  was  parti-coloured  or  chequered  («.  Madox,  Ilitt.  Excheq  )     The 
barons  were  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  three  other  barons. 

3  There  is  a  bond  dated  1456  in  the  town  records  of  John  Estfelde  and  Walter  Clerk,  both  of  South- 
ampton, 'or  the  payment  of  100  shillings  to  Peter  South,  citizen  and  surgeon  of  London. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  come, 
greeting. 

Know  ye  that  we  have  inspected  a  certain  record  noted  in 
the  memoranda  of  our  Exchequer,  to  wit.  among  the  records 
of  the  term  of  Michaelmas  in  the  third  year  of  our  reign,  in  the 
thirteenth  roll,  on  the  part  of  our  remembrancer,  in  these  words  : 

The  town  of  Southampton.  A  memorandum  to  the  effect 
that  on  the  sixth  day  of  October  in  this  term,  William  Worthy 
comes  before  the  barons  of  this  Exchequer  in  his  own  person 
and  gives  the  court  here  to  understand  that  when  John  Estfeld 
of  Southampton,  merchant,  otherwise  called  John  Estfeld  of  the 
town  of  Southampton,  merchant,  outlaw,  was  at  a  meeting  held 
at  Wilton,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  on  the  day  of  March  next 
after  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord  in  the  present  first 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  lord  king,  at  the  suit  of  William  Here, 
burgess  of  the  city  of  New  Sarum,  otherwise  called  William 
Here  of  New  Salisbury,  merchant,  concerning  a  plea  of  debt  as 
before  the  justices  of  the  Common  Bench  of  the  said  lord  king, 
it  was  clearly  shewn  from  the  record  that  the  same  John  on 
the  twenty-first  day  of  May  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of 
the  lord  king,  at  the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid,  was  in 
possession  of  one  table  and  three  tin  jars,  one  woollen  cloak 
called  "  a  streyte,"  one  mantle  of  blood  colour,  and  other  goods 
and  chattels,  being  his  own,  to  the  value  of  5O/-,  which  goods 
and  chattels  on  the  same  twenty-first  day  of  May,  at  the  South- 
ampton aforesaid,  came  into  the  hands  of  Walter  Fetiplace,  then 
mayor  of  the  same  town,  and  still  remain  in  his  hands.  Which 
Walter  still  unlawfully  detains  the  same  goods  and  chattels 


4  1st  March,  1462.  This  curious  method  of  fixing  the  date  Is  due  to  the  (act  that  Edward  IV  was 
proclaimed  king  by  Parliament  on  March  4th,  1461. 

s  The  modern  city  of  Salisbury  as  distinct  from  Old  Sarum. 

•  The  Court  of  Common  Bench  (now  tbe  King's  Bench)  was  so  called  because  It  tried  rases  between 
common  persons. 

f  The  Fetplace's  (Fettlplace)  family  took  a  large  share  In  municipal  life  In  the  fifteenth  century. 
The  churchwardens  of  St.  Laurence  potsess  a  deed  dattd  1419  In  which  a  Walter  Fet place  U  mentioned 
(Davles,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  377).  W.  Fetplace  pere  was  senior  bailiff  in  1414,  mayor  In  1419, 
1432,  1439,  1443,  and  1444.  The  above  Walter  was  sheriff  In  1456,  mayor  In  1463  and  1464. 
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domino    Regi    responsurus.       Supraquo    concordatum     est    qnod 
predlctus  Walterus   Fetiplace   veniat   hie   ad   respondendum   dlcto 
domino  Regi  de  bonis  et  catallis  predlctis  sive  de  precio  seu  valore 
eorundem.     Et   per  snnm  Vicecomitem  villae  Suthamptoniae  qnod  ipsnm 
Walterum  venire  facias   in   forma   prcdicta.      Ita    etc.    a    die  sancti 
Martini1  hoc  termino  in   xv  dies   Ad  respondendum  donilno  Regi 
in  premissis  Ante  quern  diem  videllcet  die  lovis  vicesimo  quarto 
die  Novembris  hoc  termino  venit  hie  pred1ctus  Walterus  Fetiplace 
per  Willelmnm  Barowe  Attornatnni  suum  et  petit  auditum  inform- 
ac1onis  predictae  et  ei  legit1""  etc.     Qua  audita  et  intelPta  ipse 
Walterus  protestando  qnod  materia  in  dlcta  informacVe  content8 
nimiis  sufficiens  est  in   lege    ad   quam    ipse    necesse   non  habet 
per  legem  terrae  respondere  pro  placito  eum  dicit  qnod  ipse  d!cto 
domtno  Regi  nunc   de  prcdictis  bonis  et  catallis  in  dieta  inform- 
ac'o^  specificat18  aut  aliqua  inde  parcella  seu  precio  aut  valore 
eorundem  seu  alicuius  inde  parcellae  respondere  aut  satisfacere 
non  debet  nee  dictus  domlnus  Rex  ipsnm  proinde  in  aliquo  impetere 
debet.     Quia  dicit  quod  domlnus  Rex  mine  per  lltteras  suas  patentes 
quas  dlctus  Walterus  hie  in  Curla  profert  quarum  data  est  apud 
Westmona8terlnm   sexto    decimo    die   Decembr18   Anno    regni   dlcti 
domlni    Regis   nunc   primo   de   gratia  sua  speciali   concessit  tune 
Maiori   Ballivis   et   Burgensibus  Villae  Suthamptonlae   et   success- 
oribus  suis   q™d    ipsi    imperpetuum    haberent    in    supportac1onem 
SolucVyis  feodi  firmae  Villae  illius  inter  alia  omnes  fines  exitus 
redempc'o^s   amerciamenta   forisfactliras  et   deperdita   omninm   et 
singnlorum     pro    transgressionibus     oppressionibus     extorc1onibus 
decepc!onibus     conspiracjonibus      contemptibus     concelamentis 
regratariis2    forstallariis3     manutenenciis4     ambidextriis5     mes- 
prisionibus   et    aliis   falsitatibus   et   delictis   quibuscumque    in 
quibuscumque   Curlis   ipsius   domlni    Regis    et    heredum   suorum 
et    coram     quibuscumque     Iusticlarils     ipsius     domlni    Regis    et 
heredum    suorum    forisfact18    et   forisfaciendis.      Necnon   omni- 
moda  bona  et  catalla  omninm  et  singnlorum  pro  prodicione  felonia 
contemptu   transgrassione    debito   compoto    vel    alia    occaslone 
quacumque     ad     sectam     ipsius    domlni    Regis    vel     heredum 


1  November  Hth. 

2  The  offence  of "  regrating  "  consisted  In  buying  up  corn,  etc.,  in  a  market  and  selling  it  again  in 
or  near  the  same  place. 

3  "Forestalling"  was  buying  up  the  corn,  etc.,  before  it  reached  the  market.    There  must  have 
been  penalties  Imposed  at  this  time,  but  I  cannot  find  any  specific  Act  before  5  &  6  Ed.  VI. 
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from  the  lord  king,  for  which  he  shall  answer  to  the  lord  king. 
Whereupon  it  is  agreed  that  the  aforesaid  Walter  Fetiplace 
should  come  here  to  answer  to  the  said  lord  king  for  the  goods 
and  chattels  aforesaid  or  for  the  price  or  value  of  the  same. 
And  by  his  sheriff  of  the  town  of  Southampton  that  the  same 
Walter  shall  plead  in  the  form  aforesaid  : — Within  fifteen  days 
from  St.  Martin's  day  to  answer  to  the  lord  king  in  the  premisses, 
before  which  day,  to  wit,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  November 
in  this  term  came  here  the  aforesaid  Walter  Fetiplace  by  William 
Barowe  his  attorney,  and  asks  a  hearing  of  the  information 
aforesaid,  and  it  is  read  to  him,  etc.  On  hearing  and  under- 
standing which,  the  same  Walter,  on  protesting  that  the  matter 
contained  in  the  said  information  is  not  sufficient  in  law,  to 
which  he  of  necessity  has  not  to  answer  by  the  law  of  the  land 
for  the  plea,  says  that  he  ought  not  to  answer  or  give  satisfac- 
tion to  the  said  lord  king,  at  the  present  time,  for  the  aforesaid 
goods  and  chattels  specified  in  the  said  information  or  for  any 
parcel  therefrom,  or  for  the  price  and  value  of  the  same  or  for 
any  parcel  therefrom,  nor  ought  the  said  lord  king  to  impeach 
him  thence  in  any  wise.  Because  he  says  that  the  lord  king 
now  by  his  letters  patent  which  the  said  Walter  produces  here 
in  the  court,  dated  at  Westminster  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Dec- 
ember, in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  the  present  lord  king, 
of  his  special  grace  granted  to  the  then  mayor,  bailiffs  and 
burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southampton  and  their  successors,  that 
they  for  ever  should  have  in  support  of  the  payment  of  the  fee- 
farm  of  that  town  amongst  others,  all  fines,  revenues,  ransoms, 
amercements,  forfeits,  and  losses  of  all  and  singular  for  trans- 
gressions, oppressions,  extortions,  deceptions,  conspiracies,  con- 
tempts, concealments,  regratings,  forestallings,  maintenances, 
ambidexters,  misprisions,  and  other  falsities  and  crimes  whatso- 
ever, forfeited  and  to  be  forfeited  in  any  soever  court  of  the  said 
lord  king  and  his  heirs,  and  before  any  soever  justices  of  the 
said  lord  king  and  his  heirs.  Also  all  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  all  and  singular,  for  treason,  felony,  contempt,  transgression, 
debt,  account  or  other  occasion  soever,  at  the  suit  of  the  same 


*  The  officious  Intermeddling  In  an  action  that  In  no  wise  concerns  one. 

s  An  "  ambidexter  "  is  a  juror  who  takes  money  of  both  parties  for  giving  his  verdict. 
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suorum  aut  aliorum  quorumcumque  qualitercumque  utlagat0™ 
et  \vaivatoruml  ac  utlagatoram  et  waiviandorum  infra  villam 
libertatem  et  precinctum  predicta  levandornm  vel  inveniendorum. 
Aceciam  omnia  bona  et  catalla  omninm  et  singnlorum  feloniim 
quorumcumque  fugitivorum  et  dampnatorum  ac  dampnandorn 
ac  omnia  bona  et  catalla  omninm  aliorum  quorumcumque  infra 
villam  libertatem  et  precinctum  predicta  qualitercumque  confis- 
candornm  necnon  omnia  bona  et  catalla  WaifF  nuncupata  ac 
annu™  diem2  vastum3  et  streppum4  ac  omnia  quae  ad  ipsnm 
domlnum  Regem  nunc  et  heredes  suos  pertinere  possent  de 
huiusmodi  die  vasto  et  streppo  infra  villam  libertatem  et 
procinctum  predicta.  Ita  quod  si  aliquis  pro  quacumque  p^dic^e 
felonia  vel  alia  occasione  quacumque  vitam  vel  membrum 
deberet  amittere  vel  fugeret  et  iudicio  stare  noluisset  sive 
utlagatus  foret  vel  aliquod  aliud  delictum  vel  forisfactum  sive 
aliquod  aliud  faceret  seu  contingeret  pro  quo  bona  et  catalla 
sua  perdere  deberet  ubicumque  iusticiam  inde  fieri  seu  annum 
diem  vastum  et  streppum  adiudicare  contingeret  sive  esset 
coram  ipso  domino  Rege  vel  heredibus  suis  aut  coram  ipso 
domino  Rege  et  heredibus  suis  in  Cancellar18  sua  et  heredum 
suorum  lusticiariis  suis  et  heredum  suorum  de  Commtmi  Banco 
Thesanrio  et  Baronibus  suis  et  heredum  suorum  de  Scaccario  suo 
Seriescallo  Marescall0  Clerico  Mercati5  hospicii  sui  et  heredum 
suorum  lusticiariis  suis  vel  heredum  suorum  itinerantibus  ad 
Comnnnia  placita  et  placita  Coronae  ac  ad  plMita  foresfe  Iusticlariis 
suis  et  heredum  suorum  ad  Assisas  Jurat8  et  certificac'ones  aut 
quascumque  alias  Inquisitiones  capiend8  vel  gaolas  deliberandas  6 
assignat85  et  assignandas  vel  coram  Custodibus  pacis  ipsius 
domini  Regis  vel  heredum  suorum  et  lusticiariis  suis  vel  heredum 
suorum  ad  felonias  transgressiones  et  malefacta  in  quocumque 
Comlta*u  regni  sui  Angtiae  aut  aliis  locis  quibuscumque  audiend8 
et  terminanda  assignat18  aut  assignand18  aut  coram  quibuscumque 
aliis  officiariis  vel  Ministris  ipsius  domlni  Regis  aut  heredum 
suorum  tarn  in  presencia  Regis  et  heredum  suorum  qnam  in 
absencia  ipsius  domlni  Regis  q"am  in  quibuscumque  aliis  Curiis 


1  Goods  «  waived  "  (or  "  waifs  ")  are  goods  thrown  away  by  a  thief  when  pursued. 

2  A  murderer  forfeited  his  lands  to  the  king  for  a  year  and  a  day. 

3  Destruction  to  property  caused  by  tenants. 

<  Almost  the  same  as  "  waste,"  but  applied  more  particularly  to  the  felling  of  trees. 
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lord  king  or  his  heirs,  or  the  goods  of  other  soever  in  any  wise 
outlawed  or  waived  or  to  be  outlawed  or  waived,  to  be  levied 
or  found  within  the  town,  liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid. 
And  also  all  goods  and  chattels  of  all  and  singular  felons 
soever,  fugitive  and  condemned  persons  and  those  to  be  con- 
demned, and  all  goods  and  chattels  of  all  others  soever  in  any 
wise  to  be  confiscated  within  the  town,  etc.  ;  also  all  goods  and 
chattels  called  waif,  and  year,  day,  waste  and  strep,  and  all 
that  may  pertain  to  the  same  lord  king  now  and  his  heirs  of 
such  day,  waste  and  strep,  within  the  town,  etc.  So  that  if  any- 
one for  any  treason,  felony  or  other  occasion  soever  must  lose 
life  or  limb  or  avoid  trial  and  have  been  unwilling  to  stand 
judgment  or  be  outlawed,  or  should  do  or  commit  any  other 
fault  or  forfeit  or  anything  else  for  which  he  ought  to  lose  his 
goods  and  chattels  wherever  it  should  happen,  that  therefrom 
justice  should  be  done  or  year,  day,  waste  and  strep  be 
adjudicated,  whether  in  the  presence  of  the  lord  king  himself 
or  his  heirs,  in  his  Chancellory  or  that  of  his  heirs,  of  the  justices 
of  him  and  his  heirs  of  the  Common  Bench,  of  the  treasurer  and 
barons  of  his  Exchequer  of  him  and  his  heirs,  of  his  seneschal, 
marshal,  clerk  of  the  market  of  his  household  and  of  his  heirs, 
of  the  itinerant  justices  of  him  and  his  heirs,  of  justices  for 
common  pleas  and  pleas  of  the  Crown  and  pleas  of  the  forest 
of  him  and  his  heirs  to  be  taken  at  assizes,  juries  and  certifica- 
tions, or  any  other  inquisitions,  or  gaol  deliveries  assigned  and 
to  be  assigned,  or  in  the  presence  of  the  guardians  of  the  peace 
of  him  and  his  heirs,  and  of  the  justices  of  him  and  his  heirs 
appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  hearing  and  terminating 
felonies,  transgressions  and  ill-doing  in  any  countyof  his  realm 
of  England  or  in  any  other  place  soever,  or  in  the  presence  of 
any  other  officers  or  servants  of  the  same  lord  king  or  his  heirs, 
as  well  in  the  presence  of  the  king  and  his  heirs  as  in  their 
absence,  as  in  whatever  other  courts,  places  and  localities  there 


«  The  '•  clerk  of  the  market "  was  an  officer  of  the  king's  household  to  whom  belonged  the  charge 
of  the  king's  measures  and  who  kept  the  standard  measures. 

«  Before  the  time  of  Henry  I  our  kings  used  to  ride  through  the  realm  once  In  seven  years  to 
judge  all  persons  Imprisoned.  Afterwards  Justices  In  Eyre  (Itinerant  Justices)  were  appointed.  Still 
later  the  king  tent  a  letter  to  a  town  appointing  certain  persons  to  try  cuch  people  as  his  sheriff 
produced  from  the  gaol.  This  was  called  a  gaol  delivery. 
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locis  et  placeis  essent  ipsa  fines  exitus  redempc'o^s  amercia- 
menta  forisfacturae  et  deperdita  bona  et  catalla  annus  dies 
vastum  et  streppum  pertinerent  et  pertinere  potuissent  ubicumque 
infra  villam  libertatem  et  precinctnm  predicta  inveniri  potuissent 
ipsorum  Maioris  Ballivorum  et  Burgensiu™  in  supportacV'em 
solucionis  feodi  firmae  villae  predlctae  ac  bene  liceret  prefatis 
Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et  successoribus  suis  ponere  se 
in  seisinam  de  diet18  finibus  exitibus  redemcionlbns  amerciamentis 
forisfacturis  deperditis  bonis  et  catallis  Ac  anno  die  vasto  et 
streppo  huiusmodi  infra  villam  libertatem  et  precinctum  predicta 
inveniendis  eademque  opus  et  proficuum  predictorum  Maioris 
Ballivorum  et  Burgensium  et  Successorum  suorum  ex  causa 
predicta  per  se  aut  Officiarios  seu  Ministros  suos  levare  recipere 
et  retinere  absque  aliquo  ipsi  domino  Regi  aut  heredibus  suis 
inde  reddendo  et  absque  impeticVe  molestacVe  seu  impedi- 
mento  ipsius  domini  Regis  vel  heredum  suorum  lusticiariorum 
Escaetorum1  Vicecomitnm  aut  aliorum  Officiariorum  seu 
Ministrorum  ip'ius  domini  Regis  aut  heredum  suorum  quorum- 
cumque  prout  in  litteris  patentibus  illis  hie  in  Curla  irrotlat18 
videlicet  inter  Recorda  de  termino  sancti  Michaelis  Anno  regni 
domlni  Regis  nunc  secundo  Rotulamento  vicesimo  ex  parte 
Remembra  !  Thesauri  plenius  continetnr. 

Et  dicit  ipse  Walterus  Fetiplace  qnod  tempore  confectVis 
dictarum  litterarum  patencium  quidam  Johannes  Dun2  nuper  Maior 
dlctae  villae  Suthamptonlae  fuit  Maior  eiusdem  villae  et  quod  ipse 
ab  exercitio  officii  illius  in  festo  sanuti  Michaelis3  Anno  regni 
dicti  domini  Regis  nunc  tercio  ibidem  cessavit  qnodque  ipse 
Walterus  Fetiplace  nunc  Maior  in  Maiorem  eiusdem  villae  in 
eodem  orficio  eodem  festo  sancti  Michaelis  ibidem  electus  fuit 
et  quod  ipse  est  et  dlcto  vicesimo  primo  die  Maii  fuit  Maior 
eiusdem  villae  ac  ipse  ac  Ricardus  Asshe4  et  Robertus  Bluet5 
tune  Ballivi  et  Burgenses  eiusdem  villae  virtute  dictae  conces- 
sion is  dicti  domini  Regis  nunc  in  forma  predicta  confectae  predlcta 
bona  et  catalla  dicti  Johannis  Estfeld  tune  existent18  ut  supra 
dlctum  est  utlagat1  et  de  eisdem  bonis  et  catallis  ut  bonis  suis 


1  When  lands  or  tenements  chance  to  fall  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  through  forfeiture  or  lack  of 
win,  they  were  called  etcheat*,  and  the  officer  appointed  by  the  Lord  Treasurer  to  inquire  into  the 

title  of  such  escheats  was  called  an  escheator. 

2  John  Dun  (Dunne,  Donne)  sheriff  1431,  mayor  1461  (Davies,  Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  174). 

.  It?1,'  m!»    £•!'  CUfter  °f  Heury  YI  <"•  Ch«rt*r*  <tf  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  p.  54),  the  maror 
»  »  elected  on  the  Fnday  before  the  Feast  of  St.  Matthew  (Sept.  21st).    It  W,s  not  until  the  Municipal 
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be  fines,  issues,  ransoms,  amercements,  forfeits  and  sequestered 
goods  and  chattels,  year,  day,  waste  and  strep,  wherever  they 
might  be  found  within  the  town,  liberties  and  precincts  afore- 
said of  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  in  support  of  the 
payment  of  the  fee-farm  of  the  aforesaid  town  ;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their 
successors  to  place  themselves  in  possession  of  the  said  fines, 
issues,  ransoms,  amercements,  forfeits,  sequestered  goods  and 
chattels,  and  year,  day,  waste,  strep  of  this  kind  to  be  found 
within  the  town,  liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid,  and  the  same 
to  be  for  the  use  and  profit  of  the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  for  the 
cause  aforesaid,  to  levy,  receive  and  retain  by  them,  their  officers 
or  servants,  without  any  portion  therefrom  to  be  rendered  to 
the  lord  king  or  his  heirs,  and  without  accusation,  molestation 
or  impediment  of  the  same  lord  king  or  his  heirs,  justices, 
escheators,  sheriffs  or  other  of  his  officers  or  servants,  as  is  more 
fully  contained  in  the  letters  patent  enrolled  here  in  the  court, 
viz.,  among  the  records  of  the  Michaelmas  term  of  the  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  present  lord  king,  in  the  twentieth  roll, 
ex  parte  of  the  remembrancer  of  the  treasury. 

And  Walter  Fetiplace  himself  says  that  at  the  time  of  the 
completion  of  the  said  letters  patent  a  certain  John  Dun,  late 
mayor  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton,  was  mayor  of  the  same 
town,  and  that  he  ceased  from  the  exercise  of  that  office  on  the 
feast  of  St.  Michael,  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  the  present 
lord  king,  and  that  he,  Walter  Fetiplace,  now  mayor,  was 
elected  to  the  mayoralty  of  the  same  town  on  the  same  feast 
of  St.  Michael,  and  that  he  is  and  was  mayor  of  the  same  town 
on  the  said  twenty-first  day  of  May,  and  he  and  Richard  Ashe 
and  Robert  Bluet,  then  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  same  town, 
by  virtue  of  the  said  concession  of  the  said  lord  king  now  made 
in  the  form  said,  seized,  took  and  held,  and  retained  in  their 
hands  the  aforesaid  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  John  Estfeld, 
then  being  an  outlaw,  as  aforesaid,  and  being  in  possession 
of  the  same  goods  and  chattels  as  if  they  were  his  own,  at 


Corporations  Act  of  1835  that  the  mayor  was  elected  on  November  9th.  In  Davies*  Hitt.  of  South- 
ampton there  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  account  of  the  election  of  the  mayor  in  1460,  in  which  the 
Walter  Fetplace  of  this  document  is  concerned  (ib.,  p.  164). 

4  Richard  .Vhe  ( Assho),  sheriff  1465  (ib  ,  p.  174). 

5  Robert  Bluet,  sheriff  1467,  mayor  1471  (ib.). 
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propriis  possessionat1  apud  villam  Suthamptoniam  predlctam  infra 
libertatem  predictam  eiusdem  villae  ibidem  ad  opus  et  proficuum 
ip'orum  Maioris  Ricardi  Asshe  et  Roberti  Bluet  tune  Ballivorum 
dlct*e  villae  Suthamptonlae  ac  Burgensium  eiusdem  villae  in  auxilium 
feodi  firmae  predictae  seisiverunt  ceperunt  et  habuerunt  et  ea 
penes  se  retinuerunt  iuxta  formam  et  virtutem  lltterarum 
patencium  predictarum  prout  ei  bene  licuit. 

Et  unde  idem  Walterus  Fetiplace  dicit  alias  breve  domini 
Regis  nunc  de  magno  sigillo  suo  Thesanrario  Baronibus  huius 
Sctcc"ii  directum  delatum  fuisse  quod  irrotnlatnm  in  Memorand0 
huius  Sc^c^ii  videlicet  intra  Brevia  directa  Baronibus  de  tcrmino 
s^ti  Michaelis  Anno  primo  Regis  nunnc  (sic)  Rotnlamento  xliido 
ex  parte  Rememoratorl81  Regis  cuius  quidem  brevis  tenor  sequitnr 
in  haec  verba :  Edwardus  dei  gratia  Rex  Angliac  et  Franclae  et 
Dominus  Hiberni"e  Thesanrario  et  Baronibus  suis  de  Scaccario 
salntem.  Cum  nos  per  cartam  nostram  inter  alia  concesserim08 
Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  vill'e  nostrae  Suthamptoniae  et 
successoribus  suis  quod  ipsi  imperpetnnm  haberent  in  supportacionem 
solucVis  feodi  firmae  villae  predictae  libertatem  de  Infangenethef,8 
Outefangenethef3  ac  visum  franciplegg14  et  omnia  quae  ad  huius- 
modi  visum  pertinerent  infra  villam  libertatem  et  precinctnm 
predicta  necnon  omues  et  omnimodos  fines  pro  licencia  concord- 
andi5  ac  omnimoda  alia  fines  exitus  redempciones  amerciamenta 
forisf^turas  et  deperdita  tarn  coram  prefatis  Maiore  et  Ballivis 
in  Curla  nostra  infra  Guihaldam  villae  predlctae  tenenda  qnam  coram 
prefatis  Custodibus  pacis  nostrae  et  heredu™  nostrorum  et  lusti- 
ciar118  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  ad  felonias  transgressiones 
et  malef^ta  predicta  infra  villam  libertatem  et  precinctnm  predicta 
audienda  et  terminanda  qualitercumque  forisfact8  et  forisfiend" 
ac  omnes  fines  exitus  redempciones  amerciamenta  forisfacturas 
et  deperdita  (omnium)  et  singnlorum  pro  transgressionibus 
oppressionibus  extorc'onibus  decepc'onibus  conspiracVMbus 
contemptibus  concelamentis  regratariis  forstallariis  manuten- 
enciis  ambidextriis  mespricionibus  et  aliis  falsitatibus  et  delictis 


1  The  King's  Remembrancer  kept  a  record  of  all  debts  due  to  the  king. 

2  "Infangthef"  (Saxon:  " f angen-tbeof  "  =  to  take  a  thief)  was  the  privilege  granted  to  the  lord 
of  the  manor  to  Judge  a  thief  taken  on  his  estate. 

»  "Ontfangthef,"  the  privilege  to  Judge  a  thief  who  belonged  to  his  estate,  but  who  had  been 
captured  outside  his  property. 

«  "  Frankpledge"  was  a  custom  borrowed  from  the  Lombards.    By  it  a  certain  number  of  persons 
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the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid  and  within  its  liberties,  for 
the  use  and  profit  of  the  same  mayor,  Richard  Asshe  and  Robert 
Bluet,  then  bailiffs  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  same  town,  and  in  aid  of  the  fee-farm  aforesaid 
they  have  seized,  taken  and  held,  and  retained  the  same  in  their 
hands  in  accordance  with  the  form  and  virtue  of  the  letters 
patent  aforesaid  as  it  were  right  lawful  for  him. 

And  whence  the  same  Walter  Fetiplace  says  elsewhere  that 
the  writ  of  the  lord  king  issued  under  his  great  seal  to  his 
treasurer  and  the  barons  of  this  Exchequer  has  been  delayed, 
which  was  enrolled  in  the  memorandum  of  this  Exchequer,  to 
wit,  within  the  writs  issued  to  the  barons  of  St.  Michael's  term 
in  the  first  year  of  the  present  king,  in  the  forty-second  roll 
e\-  parte  of  the  King's  Remembrancer,  the  tenor  of  which  writ 
follows  in  these  words : — Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King 
of  England  and  France,  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  his  treasurer 
and  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  greeting.  Whereas  we  by  our 
charter,  amongst  other  things,  have  granted  to  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  our  town  of  Southampton  and  their 
successors,  that  they  for  ever  shall  have,  in  support  of  the 
payment  of  the  fee-farm  of  the  town  aforesaid,  liberty  of 
infangthef,  outfangthef  and  view  of  frankpledge,  and  all  that 
pertain  to  such  view  within  the  town,  liberties  and  precincts 
aforesaid,  also  all  and  all  kinds  of  fines  pro  licencia  concordandi 
and  all  other  fines,  issues,  ransoms,  amercements,  forfeits  and 
losses,  as  well  in  the  presence  of  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  bailiffs 
in  our  court  to  be  held  within  the  Guildhall  of  the  town  afore- 
said, as  in  the  presence  of  the  aforesaid  guardians  of  the  peace 
of  us  and  our  heirs,  and  of  the  justices  of  us  and  our  heirs,  for 
hearing  and  deciding  the  felonies,  transgressions  and  ill-doings 
aforesaid  within  the  town,  etc.,  in  any  wise  forfeited  or  to  be 
forfeited,  and  all  fines,  issues,  ransoms,  amercements,  forfeits 
and  losses  of  all  and  singular,  for  transgressions,  oppressions, 
extortions,  deceptions,  conspiracies,  contempts,  concealments, 
regratings,  forestallings,  maintenances,  ambidexters,  misprisions 


bound  themselves  to  be  responsible  for  the  good  behaviour  of  each  Individual  towards  the  king.    The 
View  of  Frankpledge  was  the  Court  Leet. 

••  Leave  to  agree  the  suit.  As  soon  as  an  action  was  brought,  the  defendant,  knowing  himself  to 
be  in  the  wrong,  was  suppose  1  to  make  overtures  of  peace  to  the  p'ainttff.  But  being  pledged  to  per- 
secute his  suit,  he  applied  to  the  court  for  leave  to  take  the  matter  up.  This  was  granted  on  payment 
to  the  king  of  a  fine  called  the  king's  silver.  This  amounted  to  10/-  for  every  flve  marks  of  land,  »'.«., 
three-fweutieiln  of  the  annual  value. 
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quibuscumque  in  quibuscumque  Curil8  nostris  et  heredum  nostro- 
rum  et  coram  quibuscumque  lusticiariis  nostris  et  heredum 
nostrorum  forisfactts  et  forisfiendis  necnon  omnia  bona  et  catalla 
omnium  et  singulorum  pro  prodicione  felonia  contemptu  transgres- 
sione  debito  compoto  vel  alia  occasione  quacumque  ad  sectam 
n°8tram  vel  heredum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  quorumcumque 
(quarumcumque)  utlagat™  et  wavuatorun)  ac  utlagandoruni  et 
wavuandornm  infra  villam  libertatem  et  precinctnm  predicta  levan- 
dorum  vel  inveniendornm.  Aceciam  omnia  bona  et  catalla  omninm 
et  singnlorum  feloniorum  de  seipsis  et  aliorum  foloniornm  quorum- 
cumque fugitivorum  et  dampnatorum  ac  dampnandornm  et  omnia 
bona  et  catalla  omnium  aliorum  quorumcumque  infra  villam 
libertatem  et  precinctum  predicta  qualitercumque  confiscand* 
necnon  omnimoda  bona  et  catalla  waiff  nuncupata  ac  Annum 
diem  vastum  et  streppum  ac  omnia  quae  ad  nos  et  heredes 
nostros  pertinere  possent  de  huiusmodi  anno  die  vasto  et  streppo 
infra  villam  libertatem  et  precinctnm  predlcta.  Ita  quod  si  aliquis 
pro  quacumque  prodic1one  felonia  vel  alia  occasione  quacumque 
vitam  vel  membrum  deberet  amittere  vel  fugeret  et  iudicio  stare 
noluisset  sive  utlagatus  foret  vel  aliquod  delictum  vel  foris- 
factam  sive  aliquod  aliud  forisfaceret  seu  de  eo  contingeret  pro 
quo  bona  et  catalla  sua  perdere  deberet  ubicumque  iusticiam 
inde  fieri  annum  diem  vastum  et  streppum  iudicare  contingeret 
sive  esset  coram  nob18  vel  heredibus  nostris  aut  coram  nobis  vel 
heredibus  nostris  in  Cancellaria  nostra  vel  heredum  nostrorum 
Iusticiariis  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  de  Coinmuni  Banco  Thesaurario 
et  Baronibus  nostris  et  heredum  nostrorum  de  Scaccario  predicto 
Senescall01  Marescall02  vel  Clerico  Mercati3  hospicii  nostri  vel 
heredum  nostrorum  Iusticiariis  nostris  vel  heredum  nostrorum 
itinerantibus  ad  commnnia  placita  Coronae  ac  ad  placita  forestae 
Iusticlariis  nostris  et  heredum  riostrorum  ad  assisas  iuratas  et 
certificac1ones  aut  quascumque  alias  Inquisic!ones  capiendas  vel 
Gaolas  deliberandas  assignatas  Iusticiariis  nostris  et  heredum  nostro- 
rum  ad  prodic1ones  felonias  transgressioncs  vel  alias  res  quascumque 
tarn  ad  sectam  nostram  et  heredum  nostrorum  quam  aliorum 
quorumcumque  audiendns  et  terminandas  assignatas  et  assig- 
nand88  vel  coram  Custodibus  pacis  nostrae  vel  heredum  nostrorum 

1  The  "seneschal"  (Germ. :  "sein-schale"  =  a  house-officer)  was  the  steward.    In  some  cases  he 
could  dispense  justice.    The  High  Seneschal  was  the  Steward  of  England. 

2  The  "  marshal "  (Germ. :  "  mar-schale  "  =  the  horse-officer).    Chnginally  the  chief  military  officer. 
Here  it  refers  to  the  marshal  of  the  king's  house,  who  decided  all  cases  arising  between  the  king's 
household  and  other  persons. 
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and  other  false  dealings  and  crimes  whatsoever,  forfeited  and 
to  be  forfeited  in  any  court  of  us  or  our  heirs,  and  before  the 
justices  of  us  and  our  heirs ;  also  all  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
all  and  singular  for  treason,  felony,  contempt,  transgression, 
debt,  account,  or  other  occasion  whatsoever  at  the  suit  of  us  or 
our  heirs  or  of  any  others  soever,  outlawed  and  waived  and  to 
be  outlawed  and  waived,  to  be  levied  and  found  within  the 
town,  liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid.  And  also  all  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  all  and  singular  the  felons  of  themselves,  and  of 
other  felons  whatsoever,  fugitives  and  condemned,  and  to  be 
condemned,  and  all  the  goods  and  chattels  of  all  others  soever 
to  be  confiscated  within  the  town,  etc. ;  also  all  kinds  of  goods 
and  chattels  called  waif,  and  year,  day,  waste  and  strep,  and 
all  that  may  pertain  to  us  and  our  heirs,  of  such  year,  day,  waste 
and  strep  within  the  town,  etc.,  aforesaid.  So  that  if  any  for 
any  soever  treason,  felony  or  other  occasion  ought  to  lose  life 
or  limb  or  become  fugitive,  and  be  unwilling  to  stand  on  trial 
or  should  be  outlawed,  or  should  forfeit  any  loss  or  forfeit  any- 
thing else,  or  for  that  reason  it  should  happen  that  he  should 
lose  his  goods  and  chattels,  wherever  it  should  happen  or  be 
that  justice  should  thereby  be  made  to  adjudicate  upon  year, 
day,  waste  and  strep,  before  us  or  our  heirs  or  before  us  and  our 
heirs  in  the  Chancellory  of  us  or  our  heirs,  before  the  justices 
of  us,  etc.,  of  the  Common  Bench,  and  the  barons  of  us,  etc.,  of 
the  Exchequer  aforesaid,  the  seneschal,  marshal  or  clerk  of  the 
market  of  the  household  of  us,  etc.,  the  itinerant  justices  of  us, 
etc.,  at  common  pleas  of  the  Crown,  and  at  forest  pleas,  the 
justices  of  us,  etc.,  at  assizes,  juries  and  certifications  or  any 
other  soever  inquest  to  be  held,  or  gaol  deliveries  assigned,  the 
justices  of  us,  etc.,  for  treasons,  felonies,  transgressions  or  other 
things  soever,  as  well  at  the  suit  of  us,  etc.,  as  of  any  others 
soever  to  be  heard  and  decided,  assigned  or  to  be  assigned,  or 
before  the  guardians  of  the  peace  of  us,  etc.,  for  hearing  and 
deciding  felonies,  transgressions,  and  ill-doings  assigned  or  to 


3  V,  lUpl'il,  p.  30. 
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et  Iusticiarils  nostris  vel  heredum  nostrorum  ad  felonias  transgres- 
siones  et  malefacta  in  quibuscumque  Communitatlbns  regni  nostri 
Angliae  aut  aliis  locis  quibuscumque  audiend8  et  terminanda 
assignat8  et  assignanda  aut  coram  quibuscumque  aliis  officiariis 
vel  Ministris  nostris  aut  heredum  nostrorum  tarn  in  presencia 
nostra  et  heredum  nostrorum  qnam  in  absencia  nostra  aut  in 
quibuscumque  aliis  Curli8  locis  et  placeis  essent  ipsa  fines 
exitus  redempc1ones  amerciamenta  forisfacturae  et  deperdita  bona 
et  catalla  annus  dies  vastum  et  streppum  ac  omnia  quae  ad 
huiusmodi  Annum  diem  vastum  et  streppum  pertinerent  et 
pertinere  possent  ubicumque  infra  villam  libcrtatem  et  precinctum 
predicta  inveniri  potuissent  ipsorum  Maioris  Ballivorum  et  Bur- 
gensium  in  supportac1onem  soluc1onis  feodi  firmae  villae  predlctae. 

Ac  bene  liceret  prefatis  Maiori  Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  et 
successoribus  suis  ponere  se  in  seisinam1  de  dominicis  finibus 
exitibus  redempcV'ibus  amerciamentis  forisfacturis  deperditis 
bonis  et  catallis  ac  Anno  die  vasto  et  streppo  huiusmodi  infra 
villam  libertatem  et  precinctum  predicta  inveniendis  eademque  ad 
opus  et  proficuum  predictorum  Maioris  Ballivorum  et  Burgenslnm 
et  successorum  suorum  ex  causa  predicta  per  se  aut  Officiarios 
seu  Ministros  suos  levare  recipere  et  retinere  absque  alio  nobis 
aut  heredibus  nostris  inde  reddendo  aut  absque  impeticVe 
molestac^e  seu  impedimento  nostri  vel  heredum  nostrorum 
Iusticiariornm  Escaetorum  Vicecomitum  ac  aliorum  Officiariorum 
seu  Ministrorum  nostrorum  aut  heredum  nostrorum  quorum- 
cumque.  Ita  qnod  nullus  alius  Vic600"168  Escaetor  vel  aliquis 
alius  Officiarius  nosler  (intra)  villam  libertatem  precinctnm  predicta 

preterqnam     p*^     Major     et     Ballivj     yillae     predictae     pro     tempore 

existentes  ad  huiusmodi  fines  exitus  redempcioues  amerciamenta 
forisfacturas  deperdita  bona  et  catalla  aut  annum  diem  vastum 
et  streppum  pertineret  seu  posset  pertinere  ibidem  seisienda 
levanda  attachianda  seu  recipienda  ingrediretnr  nee  se  inde  in 
aliquo  intromitteret  quo  vis  modo  prout  in  carta  predicta  plenius 
continetur. 

Vobls  mandamus  quod  ipsos  Maiorem  Ballivos  et  Burgenses 
villae  predictae  contra  tenorem  lltterarum  nostrarum  prodictarum 
non  molestetis  in  aliquo  seu  gravetis.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  West- 
monasteriam  sextodecimo  die  Decembrls  Anno  regni  nostri  primo. 

Quae  omnia  et  singula  predictus  Walterus  Fetiplace  paratus 
est  verificare  prout  Curla  etc.  Unde  petit  indicia*  et  qBOd  ipse 
quoad  premissa  ab  hac  Curia  dimittatnr. 

i  i.e.,  possession. 
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be  assigned  in  any  soever  county  of  our  realm  of  England,  or 
in  any  other  places  soever,  or  before  any  other  officers  or 
servants  of  us,  etc.,  as  well  in  the  presence  of  us,  etc.,  as  in  our 
absence,  or  in  what  soever  other  courts,  places  and  localties 
there  should  be  such  fines,  issues,  ransoms,  amercements,  forfeits 
and  sequestered  goods  and  chattels,  year,  day,  waste  and  strep, 
and  all  that  pertain  and  may  pertain  to  such  year,  day,  waste 
and  strep,  wherever  they  may  be  found  within  the  town,  etc., 
aforesaid  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  in  support  of  the 
payment  of  the  fee-farm  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  it  shall  be 
duly  allowed  the  aforesaid  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  and 
their  successors  to  put  themselves  in  seisin  of  domains,  fines, 
rents,  ransoms,  amercements,  forfeits,  sequestered  goods  and 
chattels,  and  year,  day,  waste  and  strep  of  this  kind  to  be  found 
within  the  town,  liberties  and  precincts  aforesaid,  and  to  levy, 
receive  and  retain  the  same  for  the  use  and  profit  of  the  afore- 
said mayor,  etc.,  of  the  cause  aforesaid  by  themselves  or  their 
officers  or  servants,  without  rendering  therefrom  anything  to  us 
and  our  heirs,  or  without  petition,  molestation  or  hindrance  of 
us  or  our  heirs,  our  justices,  escheators,  sheriffs  or  other  officers 
or  servants  of  us,  etc.,  whatsoever.  So  that  no  other  sheriff, 
escheator  or  any  other  our  officer  within  the  town,  etc.,  except 
the  aforesaid  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the 
time  being,  shall  take  or  be  able  to  take  such  fines,  rents, 
ransoms,  amercements,  forfeits,  sequestered  goods  and  chattels, 
or  year,  day,  waste  and  strep,  or  shall  enter  the  same  to  seize, 
levy,  attach  or  receive  such,  nor  shall  he  take  proceedings 
thereby  against  anyone  in  any  way,  as  is  more  fully  contained 
in  the  charter  aforesaid. 

We  bid  you  that  you  shall  not  molest  the  same  mayor,  etc., 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  our  letters  aforesaid,  nor  annoy  them 
in  any  way. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
December,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign.  [1461.] 

And  all  and  singular  these  things  the  aforesaid  Walter 
Fetiplace  is  prepared  to  verify  as  the  court,  etc.  Whence  he 
seeks  judgment  and  that  he  himself  shall  be  dismissed  by  this 
court  as  far  as  concerns  the  premisses. 
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Et  Henricus  Sotehyll  qui  pro  domino  Rege  nunc  sequitnr  pro 
ipso  domino  Rege  non  cognoscendo  aliqua  per  predictum  Walterum 
Fetiplace  superius  pritando  allegata  fore  vera  pro  ipso  domino 
Rege  dicit  quod  ipse  ad  placitum  illud  ipsius  Walteri  modo  et 
forma  superius  placitatum  necesse  non  habet  per  legem  terrae  pro 
ipso  domlno  Rege  respondere  unde  petit  iudicium  pro  eodem 
domino  Rege  et  qnod  ipse  Walterus  de  predlctis  bonis  et  catallis 
aut  de  precio  eorundem  erga  domlnurn  Regem  nunc  oneretur. 

Et  predictus  Walterus  Fetiplace  ex  quo  ipse  placitum  sufficiens 
in  exonerac1onem  suam  in  premissis  superius  placitavit  ad  quod 
predictus  Henricus  Sotehyll  pro  domlno  Rege  sufficient61"  in  lege 
non  respondet  petit  iudiciu™  similiter  et  quod  ipse  de  premissis 
erga  dominum  Regem  exoneretur. 

Et  quia  Curia  vult  deliberare  in  prefnissis  antequam  ulterius 
etc.  datus  est  (dies  hie  ?)  prefato  Waltero  Fetiplace  eodem 
statu  quo  nunc  usque  quindenam  sancti  Hillarii.1  Ad  quem 
diem  predlctus  Walterus  venit  per  dictum  Attornatum  suum  et  petit 
iudlcium  etc. 

Supra  quo  visis  premissis  per  Barones  habitaque  matura  deliber- 
ac^e  per  eosdem.  Consideratum  est  per  eosdem  Barones  quod 
litterae  patentes  predictae  in  hac  parte  allocentnr.  Et  quod  predictus 
Walterus  Fetiplace  de  premissis  versus  dominum  Regem  exoneretur 
Salva  semper  acc'o^  Regis  si  alias  etc. 

Quae  omnia  et  singula  p^secucVem  dilecti  nobls  Gilberti 
Cornemonger2  nunc  Maioris  dlctae  villae  Suthampton  sub  sigillo 
Scaccarii  nostri  duximus  exemplificandam  per  presentes. 

In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  lltteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
patentes. 

Teste  Ricardo  Illyngworth3  Milite  apud  Westmonasterlnm  quarto 
decimo  die  Maii  Anno  regni  nostri  sexto. 

Per  Rotnamentum  memorandum  de  Anno  tercio  Regis  huius 
Michaelis  Recorda  Rot"lamento  xiii°  et  per  Barones. 


1  January  13th. 

2  Gilbert  Cornmonger  was  gheriff  In  1462  and  mayor  in  1465  (Davies,  Hist .  of  Southampton,  p.  174). 
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And  Henry  Sotehyll,  who  now  follows  for  the  lord  Icing,  on 
behalf  of  the  same  lord  king,  by  not  having  cognisance  of 
anything  alleged  in  the  above  plea  by  the  aforesaid  Walter 
Fetplace  to  be  true  on  the  king's  behalf,  says  that  he  is  not 
bound  to  answer  that  plea  of  the  same  Walter  brought  in  the 
above  form  and  manner,  by  the  law  of  the  land  on  the  king's 
behalf,  whereby  he  seeks  judgment  for  the  same  lord  king,  and 
that  the  same  V/alter  should  now  be  bounden  for  the  aforesaid 
goods  and  chattels  or  for  the  price  of  the  same  towards  the 
lord  king. 

And  the  aforesaid  Walter  Fetiplace,  for  the  reason  that  he 
has  above  pleaded  that  the  plea  is  sufficient  for  his  exoneration 
with  regard  to  the  premisses,  concerning  which  the  aforesaid 
Henry  Sotehyll,  on  behalf  of  the  king,  gives  no  sufficient  answer 
in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  similarly  seeks  judgment  and  that  he 
should  be  exonerated  as  to  the  premisses  with  regard  to  the 
king. 

Whereupon  the  premisses  having  been  viewed  by  the  barons 
and  mature  deliberation  with  regard  to  the  same  having  been 
held,  it  has  been  decided  by  the  same  barons  that  the  aforesaid 
letters  patent  in  this  case  should  be  granted.  And  that  the 
aforesaid  Walter  Fetiplace  should  be  exonerated  with  respect 
to  the  premisses  towards  the  king,  saving  always  the  king's 
action  if  on  another  occasion,  etc. 

All  which  and  singular  we  have  considered  that  the  persecu- 
tion of  our  beloved  Gilbert  Cornemonger,  now  mayor  of  the 
said  town  of  Southampton,  should  be  exemplified  by  these 
presents  under  the  seal  of  our  Exclijequer. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patent. 

Witness  Sir  Richard  Illingworth  at  Westminster  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  reign.  [1466.] 

By  the  roll  of  the  third  year  of  the  king  in  the  record  of  this 
Michaelmas  term,  in  the  thirteenth  roll  and  by  the  barons. 


8  There  la  no  record  of  this  Illingworth. 


I) 
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No.  YI. 

12  EDWARD  IV  (1472). 

Letters  EDWARDUS  dei   gratia   Rex   Angliae  Franciae   et   Dominus 

aaGenlrafi     Hiberniae.     Omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes 

Pardon  for      pe^  pervenerint  ga^e^ 

Burghbrigge,  Sciatis  quod  de  gratla  nostra  speclali  et  ex  ccrta  scientia  et 
Purbrji£n  mero  motu  nostris  perdonavimus  remisimn9  et  relaxavim"9  Johanni 
Gabriel  '  Burghbrigge  alias  dicto  Johanni  Purbryk,  Gabriel!  Hawles  et 
Antony'  Antonio  Clement1  nuper  Collectoribus  primae  quintaedecimae2 


decimae  duarum  quintarum  decimarum  et  decimarum  nobls 
Fetpiace        a   lait'9   anno   regni  nostri  concessarnra  in  Villa  Southampton   et 
fonrmtriye'      Waltero  Fetpiace  et  Aliciae  quae  fuit  uxor  Johannis  James3  execut- 
wife  of          oribus  testamenti  predicti  Johannis  James  nuper  unius  Collectorum 
primae  quintaedecimae   et   decimae   predictae  seu    quibuscumque 
aliis  nomlnibus  iidem  Johannes  Gabriel  Antonius  Walterus  Alicia 
censeantm'  seu  eorum  aliquis  censeatnr  omnimoda  transgressiones, 
etc.     [Continues  as  2nd  Ed.  IV  (1462)  except  that  "  offensas  " 
is  omitted,  and  "  ipsos  nuper  Collectores  "  is  inserted  instead 
of  "ipsos  Maiorem,"  etc.      The  date  is  "ante  ultimum  diem 
Septembris  Anno  regni  nostri  undecimo."     After  "  capiciorum  " 
is  inserted  "  ac  retentionibus."] 

Et  insuper  ex  gr^a  et  scientia  et  motu  nostris  predictis  perdon- 
avimus  remisimus  et  relaxavimus  eisdem  nuper  Collectoribus 
sectam  pacis  nostrae,  etc.  [Continues  as  in  the  same  except  that 
after  "  manutenenciis  "  are  the  words  "confederationibus,  riotis, 
routis,  conventiculis  illicitis,"  and  "  mesprisionibus  "  instead 
of  "  imprisionibus."] 

Et  insuper  perdonavimus  remisimns  et  relaxavim"*  eisdem  nuper 
Collectoribus  catalla  felonu™  et  fugitivorum  catalla  utlagatorum 
et  felonum  de  se  deodanda.  [Continued  as  in  the  same.] 

Aceciam  p^donavim118  remisimus  et  relaxamns  eisdem  nupcr 
Collectoribus  omnimodas  donaciones.  [Continued  as  in  the  same 
except  that  after  "  Episcopatus  "  is  inserted  "  Abbiae,  Prioratus, 
Collegii,  Hospitalis  sive  alterius  domus  piae  religiosae  seu 
ecclesiasticae  cuiuscumque."] 


l  Nothing  is  known  of  these  tax  collectors. 

»  v.  Introduction. 

3  For  John  James'  will  V.  Wailis  Chapman,  Black  Book,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  24.    In  Paries,  Hut.  of 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  France,  and 
Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects  to 
whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that  of  our  special  grace  and  from  our  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and 
released  to  John  Burghbrigge,  otherwise  John  Purbryk,  Gabriel 
Hawles  and  Antony  Clement,  late  collectors  of  the  first  fifteenth 
and  tenth,  of  two  fifteenths  and  of  tenths  granted  to  us  by  the 
laity  in  the  (?)  year  of  our  reign,  in  the  town  of  Southampton, 
and  to  Walter  Fetplace  and  Alice,  who  was  the  wife  of  John 
James,  executors  of  the  will  of  the  aforesaid  John  James, 
lately  one  of  the  collectors  of  the  first  fifteenth  and  of  the 
tenth  aforesaid,  or  by  whatsoever  other  names  the  same  John, 
Gabriel,  Antony,  Walter  and  Alice  are  known,  all  kinds  of 
transgressions,  etc. 


And  moreover,  from  our  grace  and  knowledge  and  motion 
aforesaid,  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to  the  same 
late  collectors  the  suit  of  our  peace,  etc. 


And  moreover  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to 
the  same  late  collectors  the  chattels  of  felons  and  of  fugitives 
outlawed,  and  of  felons  of  themselves  deodand,  etc. 

And  also  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to  the 
same  late  collectors  all  donations,  etc. 


Southampton,  p.  435,  we  read  :  "The  mind  of  John  James,  burgoss,  who  by  hig  will,  dated  September 
2nd,  1471,  gave  certain  legacies  to  all  the  churches,  and  left  to  Alice  his  wife  a  life-Interest  In  certain 
properties  on  condition  of  her  holding  his  anniversary  in  the  Church  of  Holy  Rood  ;  on  her  death  hrr 
property  wag  to  pass  to  the  Corporation  with  the  same  proviso." 
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Et  insuper  perdonavimns  remisimns  et  relaxavimns  eisdem  nuper 
Collectoribus  omnimodas  penas,  etc.  [Continued  as  in  the  same 
except  that  after  "  forisfactas  "  it  continues  "  necnon  omnimoda 
escapia  et  evasiones  quorumcumque  felonum  et  clericorum 
coniunctorum  seu  attinctorum  ante  eundem  ultimum  diem 
Septembris."] 

Aceciam  tercias  et  terciarum  tercias,  etc.  [Continued  as  in  the 
same  except  "  mesprisiones "  is  omitted,  and  the  paragraph 
ends  after  "aplicandarum,"  "et  omnium  aliorum  statutorum 
factorum  sive  perpetratorum  ante  eundem  ultimum  diem 
Septembris  statutis  ordinacionibus  et  provisionibus  illis,"  etc.] 

Aceciam  perdonavimn8  remisim™  et  relaxavimus  eisdem  nuper 
Collectoribus  omnimodos  fines,  etc.  [Continued  as  in  the  same 
except  that  the  date  after  "  alicui  "  is  "  vicesimum  nonum  diem 
Septembris  Anno  regni  nostri  nono,"  and  after  "  acciones  "  is 
inserted  "  execuciones  impeticiones  querelas."] 

Proviso  semper  quod  presens  perdonacio  nostra  se  non  extendat 
ad  predictos  nuper  Collectores  etc.  quo  ad  capc1onem  asport- 
ac^em  abduccionem  seu  detencjonem  aliquorum  bonorum  seu 
catallorum  nostrorum  quorumcumque  per  ipsos  nuper  Collectores 
habitorum  siye  detentol'um  duramodo  bona  seu  catalla  ilia  nostra 
citra  quartam  diem  Marcii  Anno  regni  nostri  undecimo  capta 
asportata  seu  abducta  fuerunt  nee  ad  ipsos  nuper  Collectores 
quo  ad  capcV'em  asportacionem  abduccionem  seu  detenctonem 
aliquorum  bonorum  seu  catallorum  aliquorum  perditorum 
rebelliu™  et  inimicorum  nostrorum  qui  guerram  contra  nos 
aliquo  modo  levaverunt  citra  quartum  diem  Marcii  supra- 
dictum  per  ipsos  nuper  Collectores  etc.  habitormn  sive  detentorum 
nee  ad  ipsos  nuper  Collectores  quo  ad  aliquas  transgressiones 
negligencias  mesprisiones  contemptus  concelamenta  forisfacturas 
aut  decepc'o^es  in  stapula  nostra  Cales1  aut  in  aliquibus  mer- 
candisis  ad  stapulam  ullam  pertinentibus  per  ipsos  facta  sive 
perpetrata  in  decepc!onem  seu  lesionem  nostram  aliquo  modo 
citra  d'c^rn  vicesimum  nonum  diem  Septembr13  nee  ad  aliquam 
personam  seu  aliquas  personas  auctoritate  alicuius  parliament! 
nostri  de  alta  p^dic^e  attinctam  vel  attinctas  et  post  huius- 
modi  attincc1onem  ad  beneficiu™  legis  nostrae  per  nullam  auct- 
oritatem  alicuius  parliament!  nostri  nee  per  aliquas  litteras  nostras 
patentes  habilitata  nee  restituta  net  ad  aliquos  magnos  compu- 

l  There  was  a  wool  staple  or  market  at  Calais. 
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And  moreover  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to 
the  same  late  collectors  all  penalties,  etc. 


And  also  the  thirds  and  the  thirds  of  thirds,  etc. 


And  also  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to  the 
same  late  collectors  all  fines,  etc. 


Provided  always  that  our  present  pardon  is  not  extended  to 
the  aforesaid  late  collectors,  etc.,  to  include  the  seizure,  con- 
veying, abduction  or  detention  of  any  of  our  goods  or  chattels 
soever  held  or  detained  by  the  same  late  collectors,  provided 
that  those  our  goods  or  chattels  be  not  seized,  conveyed  or 
abducted  before  the  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  eleventh  year 
of  our  reign,  nor  to  the  said  late  collectors  to  include  the  seizure, 
conveying,  abduction  or  detention  of  any  goods  or  chattels  of 
any  desperate  rebels  and  enemies  of  us  who  have  levied  war 
against  us  in  any  way  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  above- 
said,  held  or  detained  by  the  same  late  collectors,  etc.,  nor 
to  the  same  late  collectors  to  include  any  transgressions, 
negligences,  misprisions,  contempts,  concealments,  forfeitures 
or  deceptions  done  or  perpetrated  in  our  staple  of  Calais,  or 
in  the  case  of  any  merchandise  pertaining  to  any  staple  to  our 
deception  or  hurt  in  any  way  before  the  said  date,  nor  to  any 
person  or  persons  attainted  by  the  authority  of  any  parliament 
attainted  of  high  treason,  and  after  such  attainder  for  the 
benefit  of  our  law  by  no  authority  of  any  parliament  of  us,  nor 
by  any  our  letters  patent  shall  he  be  habilitated  or  restored  to 
any  our  great  accountants  who  now  are  or  who  lately  have 
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tantes  n°9tros  qui  nunc  sunt  vel  qui  nuper  fuerunt  videllcet  ad 
Maiorem  et  societatem  Stapulae  nostrae  predictae  aut  Maiorem 
Constabular108  et  societatem  stapulae  n°Ve  predictae  Thesaurarii 
Cales  et  hospicii  nostri  vel  progenitorum  predictorum  aut  aliorum 
nupcr  ut  permittitur  Regum  seu  eorum  alicuius  Vitelarios  Cales 
Camerariosl  Cestrae  North  Wallae  et  Suth  Wallae  Custodes 
Garderobae  hospicii  nostri  vel  progenitorum  predictorum  aut 
aliorum  nuper  ut  permittitur  Regum  seu  eorum  alicuius  aut 
Custodes  sive  clericos  magnae  Garderobfte  nostrae  vel  progenit- 
orum  predictorum  aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  permittitur  Regum  seu 
eorum  alicuius  clericos  sive  Custodes  hanaperii2  Cancellariae 
nostrae  qui  nunc  sunt  aut  nuper  fuerunt  vel  executores  vel 
administrators  bonorum  et  catallorum  eorundem  clericorum 
sive  Custodum  vel  eorum  alicuius  cltricos  operacionum  nostrarum 
vel  progenitorum  predlctorum  aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  permittitnr 
Regum  vel  eorum  alicuius  Thesanrarii  terrae  nostrne  Hiberniae  et 
Receptores  Ducatus  nostri  Lancastriae  et  Ducatus  nostri  Cornuballae 
tarn  generales  qnam  particulares  quo  ad  aliqua  huiusmodi  officia 
sua  seu  huiusmodi  occupaciones  suas  aut  alicuius  eorundem 
tangencia  ullo  modo  se  extendat. 

In  cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimns 
patentes. 

Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonasteriul"  quinto  die  Junii  Anno 
regni  nostri  duodecimo. 


i  These  chamberlains  were  officers  appointed  by  the  king  to  receive  the  revenues  and  rents  due 
to  him. 
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been,  to  wit,  to  the  mayor  and  fellowship  of  our  staple  afore- 
said or  the  mayor,  constables  and  fellowship  of  our  staple 
aforesaid  of  the  treasury,  of  Calais  and  of  the  household  of  us 
or  our  progenitors  aforesaid,  or  of  any  of  the  late  lawful  kings 
or  any  of  them,  the  victuallers  of  Calais,  the  chamberlains  of 
Chester,  North  Wales  and  South  Wales,  the  keepers  of  the 
wardrobe  of  household  of  us  or  of  our  progenitors  aforesaid,  etc., 
or  the  keepers  or  clerks  of  the  great  wardrobe  of  us,  etc.,  or  the 
clerks  or  keepers  of  the  treasury  of  our  Chancery,  who  now  are 
or  lately  have  been,  or  the  executors  or  administrators  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  same  clerks  or  keepers  or  of  any  of 
them,  or  the  clerks  of  our  works  or  of  our  progenitors,  etc., 
or  of  the  treasurer  of  our  land  of  Ireland  and  the  receivers  of 
our  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  our  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  as  well 
general  as  particular,  to  include  any  such  their  duties,  offices 
or  occupations,  or  touching  any  of  them,  shall  in  any  wise  be 
extended. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patent. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  fifth  day  of  June, 
in  the  twelfth  year  of  our  reign.  [1472.] 


»"Hanaper"  (L.L. :  "  hanaperium,"  a  receptacle  for  cui*  ;  O.H.G. :  "bnap";  A.-S. :  "huaep"). 
Originally  a  basket  (hamper)  used  In  early  dayg  by  the  kings  of  England  for  holding  and  carrying  with 
them  their  money ;  hence,  the  treasury. 
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No.  YII. 

17  EDWARD  IV  (1477). 

EDWARDUS  del  gratia  Rex  Angliac  et  Franciac  et  Dominus 
Hibernuae  j^aurario  et  Baronibus  suis  de  Scaccario  salTm. 

Cum  nos  per  litteras  nostras  patentes  de  gratia  nostra  sp^'ali 
concesserimus  et  licenciam  dederimus  pro  nob18  et  heredibus  nostris 
quantum  in  nobis  fuit  dilectis  et  fidelibus  ligeis  nostris  Maiori 
vicecomm  Ballivis  Burgensibus  et  homiuibus  Villae  nostrae  Suth- 
ampton  in  eadem  heredibus  et  successoribus  suis  q"°d  ipsi  aut 
eorum  aliquis  necnon  f^tores1  attornati  et  deputati  sui  tam 
indigen*  qnam  alienigen1  aut  eorum  aliquis  quolicct  anno  sex- 
decim  annorum  proximornin  sequentinm  post  festum  Natalis  domini 
ppoximnm  futur«™  post  datam  dictarum  litterarum  nostrarum  una  vice 
vel  diversis  vicibus  quinquaginta  saccos  lanae2  tam  verdatae 
mundatae  et  clakkatae3  qnam  non  berdatae  non  mundatae  et  non 
clakkatae  tam  de  bonis  suis  propriis  quam  alicuius  in  carracis4 
Galeis  sive  vasis  carraca  Galea  sive  vase  in  portu  Villae  Suth- 
ampton  poncre  et  eskippare  et  ad  partes  externas  ult™  et  per 
strictus  de  Marrok  traducere  et  cariare  possent  et  posset  absque 
aliquibus  custumis  et  subsidies  seu  aliis  denariis  quibuscumque 
nobis  aut  heredibus  nostris  inde  solvendis  seu  compoto  seu  aliquo 
alio  nobis  aut  dictis  heredibus  nostris  inde  reddendo  et  absque 
aliqua  securitate  invenienda  ad  reportandam  aliquam  bullionem 
massam  sive  platam  auri  vel  argenti5  ad  minetam  nostram  sive 
alibi  pro  lanis  predictis  sive  aliqua  inde  parcella. 

Et  insuper  voluimus  et  concessimlls  ac  licenciam  dederimns 
eisdem  Maiori  Vicecoinitl  Ballivis  Burgensibus  ho"Iinibus  et 
heredibus  et  successoribus  suis  q""d  ipsi  aut  eorum  aliquis 
necnon  fact°res  attornatl  et  deputati  sui  tam  indegen1  qnam 


1  A  factor  was  a.  merchant's  agent. 

2  A  sack  of  wool  weighed  364  Ibs.    As  it  is  calculated  that  a  sheep's  fleece  produced  but  1J  Ibs.  of 
wool,  a  sack  thus  contained  the  production  of  a  flock  of  about  250  sheep.    The  animals  were  very  small, 
and  a  wether  in  good  condition  weighed  considerably  less  than  40  Ibs.  (Thorold  Rogers,  Six  Centuries 
of  Work  and  Wages,  p.  80). 

3  To  beard  wool  Is  to  clip  off  the  upper  or  hairy  parts.    To  force  wool  is  the  same.    To  clat  or 
clack  wool  is  to  cut  off  the  owner's  mark,  wliich  lessened  its  weight. 

1  Carricks  were  largo  ships  (Ital. :  "  Carico"  =  a  ship  of  burden)  used  not  only  in  trade,  but  In 
war  "  Galli  conduxerunt  claasem  magnarum  uavium  Carricarium,  qua  Kegnum  Angliae  molestarent" 
(WalsiugLam,  in  Henry  V,  f.  394). 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Edward,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  his  treasurers  and  barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  greeting. 

Whereas  by  our  letters  patent  of  our  special  grace  we  have 
granted  and  have  given  licence  for  us  and  our  heirs  as  far  as  in 
us  lay  to  our  beloved  and  faithful  lieges,  the  mayor,  sheriff, 
bailiffs,  burgesses  and  men  of  our  town  of  Southampton  in  the 
same,  their  heirs  and  successors,  that  they  or  any  of  them,  also 
their  factors,  attorneys  or  deputies  as  well  native  as  foreign,  or 
any  of  them,  in  any  year  of  the  next  sixteen  years  ensuing  after 
the  next  Christmas  after  the  date  of  our  said  letters,  at  one  time 
or  at  various  times,  fifty  sacks  of  wool  as  well  bearded,  cleaned 
and  clatted  as  not,  as  well  of  their  own  goods  as  of  another's, 
they  may  in  carricks,  galleys  or  vessels  in  the  port  of  the  town 
of  Southampton  embark  and  ship,  and  export  and  carry  them 
through  the  straits  of  Marocco,  without  any  customs  and 
subsidies  or  other  tithes  soever  to  be  paid  to  us  or  our  heirs 
thence,  or  without  any  other  duty  to  be  rendered  to  us  or  our 
said  heirs  thence,  and  without  any  security  to  be  found  for 
bringing  back  any  bullion,  mass  or  plate  of  gold  or  silver  to 
our  treasury  or  elsewhere  for  the  wool  aforesaid  or  any  parcel 
therefrom. 

And  moreover  we  have  willed  and  granted  and  given  licence 
to  the  same  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  men,  and  their  heirs 
and  successors,  that  they  or  any  of  them,  also  their  factors, 
attorneys  and  deputies,  as  well  native  as  foreign,  or  any  of 


6  England  had  virtually  the  monopoly  of  the  wool  trade  from  the  earliest  records  to  the  middle  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  Thorold  Rogers  says  that  the  burgher  life  of  a  thousand  towns  depended 
upon  this  Important  raw  staple.  It  was  almost  the  only  article  upon  which  export  duty  could  be  put, 
the  whole  of  which  waa  paid  by  the  foreign  consumer.  It  was  the  sole  necessary  material  for  clothing. 
It  was  produced,  efficiently  at  least,  In  no  other  European  country,  for  the  Spanish  wool,  scanty  In 
quantity,  was  so  weak  in  fibre  that  it  could  not  be  woven  without  an  admixture  of  the  Engllr<h 
material.  The  foreign  wars  were  carried  on  mainly  by  the  proceeds  of  the  wool  taxes.  It  seems  to 
me  from  the  above  document  that  from  a  certain  proportion  of  the  wool  exported  to  the  East  a  return 
was  required  of  bullion  for  the  king's  Mint,  and  that  this  was  the  only  means  by  which  the  gold  and 
silver  necessary  for  the  coinage  of  the  realm  was  assured.  Ouly  gold  and  ti.ver  money  was  in  use  at 
this  time. 
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alienigen1  aut  eorum  aliquis  quolicet  anno  post  d'c^m  terminum 
sexdecim  annorum  qnamdiu  nob18  placuerint  una  vice  vel  diversis 
vicibus  viginti  saccos  lanae  tarn  berdatae  mundatae  et  clakkatae 
quam  non  berdatae  non  mundatac  et  non  clakkatae  de  lanis  suis 
propriis  aut  alienis  in  carracis  Galeis  sive  vasis  carrica  Galea 
sive  vase  in  portu  predicto  ponere  et  eskippare  et  abinde  usque 
partes  exteras  ultra  et  per  strictus  de  Marrok  traducere  et  cariare 
possent  et  posset  absque  aliquibus  custumis  subsidiis  aut  aliis 
denariis  quibuscumque  nobis  aut  dictis  heredibus  nostris  inde 
reddendo  et  absque  compoto  seu  aliquo  alio  nobis  aut  eisdem 
heredibus  nostris  inde  quovismodo  reddend0  absque  aliqua 
huiusmodi  securitate  invenienda  de  aliqua  plata  massa  sive 
bullione  ad  minetam  predictam  sive  alibi  perinde  reportanda. 

Et  insup01'  voluerimus  et  concesserim"8  eisdem  Maiori  Vic600™'" 
Ballivis  et  Burgensibus  ho"linibus  inhabitantibus  heredibus  et 
Successoribus  suis  predictis  qnod  si  ipsi  aut  eorum  aliquis  aut 
dicti  factores  attornati  et  deputati  quolicet  huiusmodi  anno 
huiusmodi  lanas  integralittr  iuxta  formam  supradictam  non 
eskippaverint  nee  traduxerint  qnod  ipsi  aut  eorum  aliquis  tantas 
lanas  quas  contingcret  inde  fore  sic  minime  eskippat88  in 
aliis  annis  sive  anno  sequent6  ibidem  eskippare  et  traducere  et 
eas  ultra  et  pM  strictus  predictos  traducere  et  cariare  possent 
et  posset  absque  aliquibus  custumis  et  subsidiis  seu  deneriis 
inde  aut  compoto  seu  aliquo  alio  proinde  nobis  solvend0  seu 
reddendo  quoiusmodo  et  absque  alia  aliqua  huiusmodi  secur- 
itate inveniendo  seu  capiendo  quoiusmodo. 

Et  voluerimns  et  concesserim"8  eisdem  Maiori  Vicccolniti  Ballivis 
Burgensibus  et  inhabitantibus  heredibus  et  successoribus  suis 
quod  ipsi  aut  factores  attorn""  et  deputati  predlcti  aut  eorum 
aliquis  omuia  custumas  subsidia  et  denaria  quaecumque  quae 
nobls  aut  heredibus  nostris  de  aut  pro  lanis  prcdictis  sive  aliqua 
inde  parcella  si  praesens  concessio  nostra  sic  facta  non  exstitisset 
solverentnr  aut  pcrtinere  seu  solvi  deberent  in  manibus  suis 
propriis  haberent  et  retinerent  ad  usum  suum  proprium  absque 
aliquo  inde  nobts  reddendo  seu  solvendo  et  absque  impeticVe 
n°8tri  et  heredum  nostrorum  seu  Ministrorum  nostrorum  quorum- 
cumque  Indenturis  tamen  eskippac'onibus  prcdictis  de  tempore 
in  tempus  intra  ipsos  sive  eorum  aliquem  et  Collectores  ac 
Custumarios  custumarum  et  subsidiorum  in  portu  prcdlcto  pro 
tempore  existentes  prius  conficiendis. 
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them,  in  any  year  after  the  said  term  of  sixteen  years,  as 
long  as  they  shall  please  us,  at  one  time  or  at  various  times, 
twenty  sacks  of  wool  as  well  bearded,  cleansed  and  clatted  as 
not  bearded,  cleansed  and  clatted,  of  their  own  or  foreign  wool, 
in  carricks,  galleys  or  vessels,  shall  be  able  to  embark  and  ship 
in  the  port  aforesaid,  and  thence  to  export  and  carry  them  to 
foreign  parts  beyond  and  through  the  straits  of  Marocco,  with- 
out any  customs,  subsidies  or  other  tithes  soever  to  be  paid 
thence  to  us  or  our  said  heirs,  and  without  any  other  duty  to 
be  paid  in  any  other  wise  to  us  and  our  same  heirs,  without 
any  such  security  to  be  found  for  bringing  back  any  plate,  mass 
or  bullion  to  our  treasury  or  elsewhere  therefrom. 

And  moreover  we  have  willed  and  granted  to  the  same 
mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  the  men  and  inhabitants, 
their  heirs  and  successors  aforesaid,  that  if  they  or  any  of  them 
or  their  said  factors,  attorneys  and  deputies  in  any  such  year 
have  not  shipped  or  exported  such  wool  wholly  in  the  form 
abovesaid,  that  they  or  any  of  them  may  ship  and  export  so 
much  wool  as  shall  happen  to  be  thus  not  shipped  in  other 
years  or  in  the  ensuing  year,  and  export  and  carry  it  beyond 
and  through  the  straits  aforesaid,  without  any  customs  and 
subsidies  or  tithes  thence,  or  any  other  duty  to  be  paid  or 
rendered  thenceforth  to  us  in  any  wise,  and  to  be  found  or  taken 
without  any  other  such  security  in  any  wise. 

And  we  have  willed  and  granted  to  the  same  mayor,  sheriff, 
bailiffs,  burgesses  and  inhabitants,  their  heirs  and  successors, 
that  they  or  their  factors,  attorneys  and  deputies  aforesaid  or 
any  of  them,  all  customs,  subsidies  and  tithes  soever  which 
should  be  paid  or  ought  to  pertain  or  to  be  paid  to  us  or  our 
heirs  of  or  for  the  wool  aforesaid  or  any  parcel  therefrom  if  our 
present  concession  thus  made  should  not  exist,  and  they  should 
hold  and  retain  them  in  their  own  hands  for  their  own  use 
without  any  portion  therefrom  to  be  rendered  or  paid  to  us 
and  without  petition  of  us  and  our  heirs  or  servants  soever, 
the  indentures,  however,  for  the  shippings  aforesaid  from  time 
to  time  between  them  or  any  of  them  and  the  collectors  and 
customers  of  the  customs  and  subsidies  in  the  port  aforesaid, 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  beforehand  made. 
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Fifthly,  Et  voluerimns  et  concesserimus  qnod  tarn  ipsi   Collectores  et 

samefixteen  Custumarii  ac  predicti  Maior  Vicccomes  Ballivi  Burgenses  homines 

sum"/ £133  et  inhabitantes  heredes  et  successores  sui  predicti  factores  attornati 

to  be  et  deputati   predicti   de   omnibus  et   singulis   custumis  subsidiis 

Sntfforti-  et  denariis  predictis  ac  omui  compoto  nob18  aut  dictis  heredibus 

ficationg,etc.  nostris   occVone  aliqua   premissorum  extunc   solvendis  reddendis 

sive  pertinendis  erga  nos  et  eosdem  heredes  nostros  exonerarentnr 

et   acquietarentnr.     Proviso   qnod  prefati    Maior  Vic6"0"168  Ballivi 

Burgenses  homines  aut  heredes  sive  successores  sui  pro  quolibet 

anno  dictorum  sexdecim  annorum  quo  ipsi  factores  deputati  et 

attornatl   sui   predicti   sive   eorum   alicuius   quinquaginta    saccos 

prctextu   premissorum     eskippaverint     sive     eskippavcrit    absque 

custumis  et  subsidiis  nobis  aut  heredibus  nostris  inde  solvend'8 

summam   Centum   triginta   et  quinque  librarum1  circa  repara- 

cionem      et      fortificacjonem      sive      construcc1onem      murorum 

statharum    Kaiarum    Wharvarum    et    fundacionu™    predlctarum 

apponcrent  seu  apponi  facerent. 

Sixthly,  the       Et    quod    predicti    Maior    Vic6001"63    Ballivi    Burgenses    homines 

fifty  sacks  ^  .  ? 

to  be  native  heredes    aut   successores    sui    nee    eorum    aliquis    nee    t  tores 

foreign'wool  attornati  aut  deputati  sui  predlcti  non  eskipparent  nee  eskippari 
may  be  facerent  pretextu  premissorum  aliquas  lanas  alienas  dummodo 
suffident  ipsi  Maior  Vicecomes  Ballivi  Burgenses  hon'ines  heredes  aut 

native  be      successores  sui  in  bonis  sufficientes  fuerint   ad  providendas  sive 
not  forth- 
coming.        emendas  lanas  de  suis  propriis  iuxta  formam  permissam   eskip- 

pandas  prout  in  eisdem  litteris  plenius  continetur  et  per  breve 
n°8trnm  perceperimus  Custumariis  sive  Collector ibus  custumarum 
et  subsidiorum  nostrorum  in  portu  nostro  Villne  predictae  q"°d 
ipsos  Maiorem  Vicecomitem  Ballivos  Burgenses  lioinines  heredes 
aut  successores  suos  dictos  quinquaginta  saccos  lanae  predict"e 
tarn  de  bonis  suis  propriis  qnam  alienis  in  carracis  Galeis  sive 
vasis  carraca  Galea  sive  vase  in  portu  predicto  ut  predictnm  est 
eskippare  et  ad  partes  externas  tiltra  et  pcr  strictus  de  Marrok 
una  vice  vel  divcrsis  vicibus  trnducere  et  cariare  absque  aliquibus 
custumis  subsidiis  seu  aliis  dencriis  quibuscumque  nob's  aut 
heredibus  nostris  predictis  inde  solvend53  seu  compoto  seu  aliquo 
alio  nobis  aut  du'tis  heredibus  n°8tris  reddend0  et  absque  aliqua 
securitate  invenienda  ad  reportandam  aliquam  bullionem 


i  At  first  sight  this  seems  to  be  an  impossible  sum  to  obtain  from  the  profits  on  the  customs  from 
fifty  sacks  of  wool,  but  in  the  fifteenth  century  it  was  a  very  common  expedient  for  Parliament  to 
impose  an  export  duty  of  100/-  the  sack.  Since  the  whole  of  this  duty  was  to  go  to  the  town,  this  meant 
an  increase  in  the  revenue  of  £250  (v.  Thorold  Rogers,  p.  80). 
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And  we  have  willed  and  granted  that  the  same  collectors  and 
customers  and  the  aforesaid  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses, 
men  and  inhabitants,  their  heirs  and  successors  aforesaid  and 
their  factors,  attorneys  and  deputies  aforesaid,  for  all  and 
singular  the  customs,  subsidies  and  tithes  aforesaid,  and  every 
duty  to  us  or  our  said  heirs  on  any  occasion  of  the  premisses 
henceforth  to  be  paid,  rendered  or  pertaining,  should  be 
exonerated  and  acquitted  to  us  and  our  same  heirs.  Provided 
that  the  aforesaid  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses,  men  or  their 
heirs  or  successors,  for  any  year  of  the  said  sixteen  years  in 
which  their  same  factors,  deputies  and  attorneys  aforesaid  or 
any  of  them,  have  shipped  fifty  sacks  on  pretext  of  the  premisses 
without  paying  customs  and  subsidies  to  us  or  our  heirs  there- 
from, shall  allocate  or  cause  to  be  allocated  the  sum  of  ^135 
towards  the  repair  and  fortification  or  construction  of  the  walls, 
staths,  quays,  wharves  and  foundations  aforesaid. 

And  that  the  aforesaid  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and 
men,  their  heirs  or  successors,  or  any  of  them  or  their  factors, 
attorneys  or  deputies  aforesaid,  shall  not  ship  nor  cause  to  be 
shipped,  on  pretext  of  the  premisses,  any  foreign  wool,  provided 
that  the  same  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  men,  their 
heirs  or  successors,  shall  be  sufficient  in  goods  for  providing  or 
buying  wool  of  their  own  to  be  shipped  in  accordance  with  the 
form  permitted,  as  is  contained  more  fully  in  the  same  letters, 
and  by  our  writ  we  shall  have  ordained  to  the  customers  or 
collectors  of  our  customs  and  subsidies  in  our  port  of  the  town 
aforesaid,  that  they  permit  to  have  and  to  retain  in  the  form 
aforesaid  the  same  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  men, 
their  said  heirs  or  successors,  fifty  sacks  of  wool  aforesaid  as 
well  of  their  own  goods  as  foreign,  in  carricks,  galleys  or  vessels 
in  the  port  aforesaid,  as  before  mentioned,  to  be  shipped,  brought 
and  carried  to  foreign  parts  beyond  and  through  the  straits  of 
Marocco  at  one  time  or  at  divers  times,  without  any  customs, 
subsidies  or  other  tithes  soever  to  be  paid  to  us  or  our  heirs 
aforesaid,  or  without  charge  or  anything  else  to  be  paid  to  us 
or  our  said  heirs,  and  without  finding  any  security  for  importing 
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massam  sive  platam  auri  vel  argenti  ad  minetam  predictam 
sive  alibi  pro  lanis  predictis  sive  aliqua  inde  parcel!8  ac  omnia 
eadem  custumas  subsidia  et  denaria  in  manibus  suis  propriis 
ad  usum  suura  proprium  absque  aliquo  inde  nobis  reddendo 
in  forma  predlcta  habere  et  retinere  permittant  iuxta  tenorem 
litterarum  nostrarum  predictarum  Indenturis  tamen  de  eskippi- 
cVibus  predictis  intra  ipsos  Custumarios  sive  Collectores  et 
prefatos  Maiorem  Vic6001"1161"  Ballivos  Burgenses  sive  eorum 
aliquem  prius  conficiendis. 

Vob18  mandamns  qnod  viso  mandate  nostro  predicto  id  quod 
vobls  constare  poterit  ipsos  Custumarios  sive  Collectores  prefatos 
Maiorem  Vic600"1"61"  Ballivos  Burgenses  homines  heredes  et 
successores  suos  dictos  quinquaginta  saccos  lanae  pretextu 
mandati  nostri  predicti  rationabiliter  eskippare  et  ad  partes 
exteras  ultra  et  per  strictus  predlctos  absque  aliquibus  custumis 
subsidiis  predictis  in  forma  predicta  traducere  et  cariare  ac  omnia 
eadem  custumas  subsidia  et  dencria  in  manibus  suis  propriis 
ad  usum  proprium  ut  p'M^m  est  habere  et  retinere  permisisse 
tune  vos  per  presens  mandatum  nostrnm  et  alteram  partem 
indenturarum  pred1f>tarum  tarn  ipsos  Custumarios  sive  Collec- 
tores in  compotis  suis  ad  Scaccarinm  predictnm  qnam  prefatos 
Maiorem  Vie6001""6"1  Ballivos  Burgenses  horaines  heredes  et  suc- 
cessores suos  erga  nos  et  heredes  nostros  quietos  et  exoneratos 
esse  faciemns. 

Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonasterimu  primo  die  Julii  Anno  regni 
nostri  decimo  septimo. 
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any  bullion,  mass  or  plate  of  gold  or  silver  to  the  treasury 
aforesaid  or  elsewhere  for  the  wool  aforesaid  or  any  parcel 
therefrom,  and  without  rendering  all  the  same  customs,  subsidies 
and  tithes  in  their  own  hands  to  their  own  use  therefrom,  in 
accordance  with  the  tenor  of  our  letters  aforesaid,  the  inden- 
tures, however,  of  the  aforesaid  shippings  between  the  same 
customers  or  collectors  and  the  aforesaid  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs, 
burgesses,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  first  completed. 

We  bid  you  that  on  the  sight  of  our  aforesaid  mandate,  what 
it  may  cost  you,  we  shall  make  you  the  same  customers  or 
collectors  aforesaid,  and  the  said  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses 
and  men,  their  heirs  and  successors,  to  have  permission,  by  pre- 
text of  our  mandate  aforesaid,  reasonably  to  ship  and  transport 
and  carry  to  foreign  parts  beyond  and  through  the  straits  afore- 
said, without  any  customs  or  subsidies  aforesaid,  in  the  form 
aforesaid,  fifty  sacks  of  wool,  and  to  have  and  hold  all  the  same 
customs,  subsidies  and  tithes  in  their  own  hands  to  their  own 
use,  as  before  said,  then  you  by  our  present  mandate  and  the 
other  part  of  the  indentures  aforesaid,  and  as  well  the  same 
customers  or  collectors  in  their  accounts  to  the  Exchequer 
aforesaid  as  the  aforesaid  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and 
men,  their  heirs  and  successors,  we  shall  make  to  be  quit  and 
exonerated  to  us  and  our  heirs. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  first  day  of  July,  in 
the  seventeenth  year  of  our  reign.  [1477.] 
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No.  YIII. 

i  RICHARD  III  (1483). 

Commission       RICARDUS    dei    gratia   Rex  Angliae    et   Franciae  et    Domlnns 
of  Reprisals.  Hiberniae   Dilecto  et  fiddi   SUQ  \Valtero  William1   Maiori  Villae 

n°Ve  Suthamptoniae  ac  Admirallo2  in  portu  eiusdem  Villae  et 
crecis  eidem  portui  adiacentibus  salntem. 

Cum  nuper  ad  querimoniam  carissimi  consanguinei  nostri 
Henrld  Comitis  Northumbriae  3  ac  diPtorum  ligeorum  nostrorum 
Roberti  Saunderson  et  Johannis  Hanyng  possessorum  cuiusdam 
navis  vocatae  la  Marie  de  Newecastell  coram  nob18  et  consilio 
nostro  exhibitam  de  et  supra  iniusta  capc1one  et  spoliacione 
navis  predictae  ac  bonorum  et  mercandisarum  in  eadem  tune 
existencium  pcr  subditos  ducis  Britanniae  facta  et  perpetrata  nee- 
non  pro  eo  quod  iidem  consanguineus  et  ligei  nostri  ad  aliquod 
iusticiae  complementum  seu  restituc1onem  navis  bonorum  et 
mercandisarum  predictorum  ab  eodem  duce  eiusve  Officiariis 
attingere  nequibant  et  ob  defectum  ministracionis  iusticiae. 
Assignavimu8  vos  ac  alios  Officiarios  et  Ministros  nostros  quos- 
cumque  coniunctim  et  divisim  ad  omnia  et  singula  naves  et 
vasa  cum  apparatu  eorundem  necnon  bona  et  mercandisas 
quaecumque  quibuscumque  subditis  dicti  ducis  Villarum  de 
Lauderneau,4  Brest,  Conquet,  Crowedon,  Alavowe  et  Abber- 
wargh  spectancia  et  pertinencia  usque  ad  summam  Mille 
quingentarum  et  decern  et  novem  librarum5  in  quemcumque 
portum  sive  locum  infra  regnu"1  nostrum  Angliae  seu  alibi 
sub  obediencia  nostra  veniencia  aut  adducenda  arestanda  et 
seisienda  et  sub  salva  et  secura  custodia  quousque  aliud  a 
nobls  sub  magno  sigillo  nostro  haberetis  specialiter  in  mandatis 
poni  facienda  et  ad  quaedam  alia  in  litteris  nostris  patentibus 


1  Walter  William  came  of  a  Lancastrian  family  which  had  taken  a  great  part  in  the  municipal 
life  of  the  town  (v.  Davies,  Hist,  oj  Southampton,  p.  174),  and  he  himself  had  been  sheriff  in  1481  and 
mayor  in  1482.    He  was  re-elected  in  1483,  but  was  attainted  together  with  Sir  William  Overey,  Roger 
Kelsale  and  others  on  the  accession  of  Richard  III,  and  fled  and  took  sanctuary  (probably  at  Beaulieu 
Abbey).    The  attainder  was  removed  by  Henry  VII  on  his  accession  (Rot.  Parl.,  VI,  pp.  246, 273). 

2  The  mayor  was  created  Admiral  of  the  Port  in  1452,  and  the  town  was  freed  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  (Charter*,  Vol.  I,  p.  92). 

3  Henry,  the  fourth  Karl  of  Northumberland  (1446-1489),  was  imprisoned  by  Edward  IV,  and  his 
earldom  conferred  upon  John  Neville.    Whilst  imprisoned  In  the  Fleet  he  became  acquainted  with  a 
fellow-prisoner,  John  Paston  (The  Paston  Letters,  Vol.  II,  pp.  237,  243).    After  the  defeat  and  death 
of  Warwick,  his  earldom  was  restored  to  him.    After  Buckingham's  unsuccessful  rebellion,  Richard  III 
made  him  Great  Chamberlain  of  England.    But  his  sympathies  were  always  at  heart  with  the  Lancas- 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Richard,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  his  beloved  and  faithful  Walter  William, 
mayor  of  our  town  of  Southampton  and  admiral  in  the  port  of 
the  same  town  and  in  the  creeks  adjacent  to  the  same  port, 
greeting. 

Whereas  lately,  on  the  complaint  of  our  well-beloved  cousin 
Henry,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  and  our  beloved  lieges  Robert 
Saunderson  and  John  Hanyng,  owners  of  a  certain  ship  called 
the  Mary  of  Newcastle,  laid  before  us  and  our  council,  of  and 
concerning  the  unjust  capture  and  plundering  of  the  ship  afore- 
said, and  the  goods  and  merchandise  contained  at  that  time  in 
the  same,  done  and  perpetrated  by  the  subjects  of  the  Duke  of 
Brittany,  also  for  the  fact  that  the  same,  our  cousin  and  lieges, 
were  unable  to  obtain  any  full  justice  and  restitution  from  the 
same  duke  or  his  officers,  and  for  this  defect  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  we  have  granted  under  our  seal  that  you  and 
other  our  officers  and  servants  whatsoever,  jointly  and  severally, 
with  respect  to  all  and  singular  the  ships  and  vessels  with  their 
contents,  also  all  the  goods  and  merchandise  whatsoever  belong- 
ing and  pertaining  to  any  soever  subjects  of  the  said  duke,  of 
the  towns  of  Lauderneau,  Brest,  Conquet,  Crowedon,  Alavowe 
and  Abberwargh,  up  to  the  sum  of  ^1519,  coming  or  brought 
into  any  port  or  place  within  our  realm  of  England  or  elsewhere 
under  our  subjection,  shall  arrest  and  seize  and  hold  under  safe 
and  secure  custody,  as  far  as  is  especially  inserted  in  the  com- 
mission under  our  great  seal,  and  with  respect  to  certain  other 
points  specified,  made  and  explained  in  our  letters  patent  for 


trlani,  and  although  he  appeared  with  his  forces  on  Richard's  side  at  Bosworth,  he  did  not  fight.  Re 
did  not  long  survive  to  enjoy  new  honours  conferred  upon  him  by  Henry  Til,  bat  died  in  1489  and  was 
burled  in  Beverley  Minster,  where  his  tomb  ii  still  to  be  teen,  although  the  effigy  has  disappeared. 

<  These  five  towns  were  probably  all  within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles  of  Brest.  Lauderneau  is  at 
the  head  of  the  harbour  on  which  Brest  stands.  Conquet  is  at  the  entrance,  the  most  westerly  point  in 
France.  I  think  Crowedon  must  be  Crozon,  a  small  town  ten  miles  south  of  Brest.  Alavowe  I  cannot 
trace.  Abberwargh  Is  probably  Aborvrach,  north-west  of  Brest.  Many  names  in  Brittany  are  of  Celtic 
origin.  Aber  means  river  mouth,  and  is  found  in  about  fifty  Welsh  names,  aud  in  Brittany  In  Aber- 
benoit  and  Avranches.  Llan  originally  meant  an  enclosure ;  later,  the  sacred  enclosure  or  church.  It 
occurs  97  times  In  Wales  and  Is  very  common  In  Brittany  (e.g.,  Langeac,  Lannion,  Landivlzian,  Lanoe) 
(v.  Isaac  Taylor,  Words  and  Placet,  Everyman's  Library,  pp.  175, 187). 

s  Probably  the  value  of  the  "  Mary  "  and  cargo. 
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inde  conf^tis  specificata  facienda  et  exequend*  prout  in  litteris 
illis  plenius  continetnr  virtute  quarum  lltterarum  vos  quandam 
navem  de  Conquet  predicta  vocatam  la  Nicholas  de  Conquet 
unde  Arnoldus  de  Agoo  est  magistcr  in  dictnm  portum  Suth- 
amptoniae  nuper  adductani  unacum  toto  apparatu  eiusdem  ad 
requisic^em  dictorum  Roberti  et  Johannis  arestastis  et  sub 
aresto  huiusniodi  detinetis  quae  quidem  navis  cum  apparatu 
antedicto  ad  quaterviginti  libras  se  extendit  in  valore  prout 
nos  in  Cancellarla  nostra  per  litteras  vestras  sigillo  Maioratus 
dictae  villae  Suthamptonlae  sigillatas  reddidistis  certiores. 

Nos  tamen  ccrtis  de  causis  nos  et  consiliu™  nostrnm  sp^alit" 
monentibus  ac  pro  eo  qnod  prefatus  Arnoldus  per  consensum 
et  aggreamentum  dlctorum  Roberti  et  Johannis  coram  nob18  in 
Cancellaria  nostra  undecimo  die  instantis  mensis  Septembr18 
constitutus  iuramentum  prestitit  corporale1  et  eciam  per 
scriptum  suum  obligatorium  prefatis  Roberto  et  Johanni  tenetur 
in  Centum  libris  de  comparendo  coram  nob1"  et  consilio 
nostro  predicto  ad  festum  purificacVis  beatae  Mariae2  proxlme 
futuruui  ubicumque  idem  consilium  tune  fore  contigerit  ad 
respondend™  prefatis  Roberto  et  Johanni  de  premissis  et  ad 
stand"1"  direcc!one  per  nos  et  dictum  consilium  nostrum  in  hac 
parte  ordinande  et  fiende. 

Vobis  mandamns  firmiter  iniungentes  qnod  dictam  navem  de 
Conquet  cum  toto  eius  apparatu  dearestari  et  prefato  Arnoldo 
eiusve  deputato  deliberari  faciatis  eundem  Arnoldum  cum 
navi  et  apparatu  predictis  ad  libitum  suum  quo  volucrit  extra 
portum  predictnm  ire  et  navigare  permittentes  dictis  litteris  nostris 
vobis  ut  permittitur  directis  in  aliquo  non  obstantibus. 

Teste  me   ipso  apud  Westmonasterinm   xii   die   Septembr18  Anno 

regni    nostri 


i*.,  by  laying  his  hand  upon  or  kissing  some  sacred  object. 
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this  purpose  issued,  as  is  more  fully  contained  in  those  letters, 
by  virtue  of  which  you  have  arrested  a  certain  ship  of  Conquet 
aforesaid  called  the  Nicholas  of  Conquet,  of  which  Arnold  of 
Agoo  is  master,  lately  brought  into  the  said  harbour  of  South- 
ampton, together  with  the  whole  contents  of  the  same,  at  the 
request  of  the  said  Robert  and  John,  and  which  ye  detain  under 
such  arrest,  which  ship  with  its  gear  aforesaid  is  of  the 
value  of  £80,  as  you  have  informed  us  in  our  Chancellory  by 
your  letters  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  mayoralty  of  the  said 
town  of  Southampton. 

We,  however,  for  certain  reasons  that  especially  have  weight 
with  us  and  our  council,  and  for  the  fact  that  the  aforesaid 
Arnold,  by  the  consent  and  agreement  of  the  said  Robert  and 
John,  having  appeared  before  us  in  our  Chancellory  on  the 
eleventh  instant  of  this  month  of  September,  has  taken  his 
bodily  oath,  and  also  is  held  by  bond  to  the  aforesaid  Robert 
and  John  for  £100,  to  appear  before  us  and  our  council  afore- 
said on  the  feast  of  the  purification  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary 
next,  wherever  the  same  council  shall  then  chance  to  be,  to 
answer  to  the  aforesaid  Robert  and  John  concerning  the 
premisses,  and  to  abide  by  the  decision  ordained  and  made 
by  us  and  our  council  in  this  part. 

We  firmly  bid  and  enjoin  you  that  ye  cause  the  said  ship  of 
Conquet,  with  all  its  contents,  to  be  arrested  and  delivered  to 
the  aforesaid  Arnold  or  his  deputy,  permitting  the  same  Arnold, 
with  the  ship  and  contents  aforesaid,  to  go  and  sail  whitherso- 
ever he  may  wish  without  the  port  aforesaid,  our  said  letter 
directed  to  you  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
September,  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign.  [1483.] 


J  Febriury  Snd,  1484. 
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No.  IX. 

i  RICHARD  III  (1484). 

Letters  RICARDUS  dei  gratla  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 

||aGenerai     Hiberniae.     Omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes 

KhnWa'ker  lUterae  pervenerint  salntem. 

Mayor  of          Sciatis  qnod  de  gratia  nostra  sp^ali  ac  ex  certa  scientia  et  mero 
Southamp-    motu    nostris    pe'donavim113    remisimus    et    relaxaminns    Johanni 
Walker1  Maiori  Villae  n°Ve  Suthamptoniae. 

[Here  follows  as  in  2  Edward  IV,  p.  24,  except  that  this 
pardon  includes  "omnimodas  transgressiones  forisfacturas 
penas  debita  mesprisiones  contemptus  et  impeticVes," 
etc.,  "ante  vicesimum  primu131  diem  Februarii  Anno  regni 
nostri  primo,"  etc.,  "  de  signis  liberatis  pannorum  et 
capiciorum  ac  retenc1onibus  quibuscumque."] 

Et    insuper    ex    gratia    et    scientia    et   motu    nostris    predictis 
perdonavimns,  etc. 

[Here  follows  paragraph  2  of  12  Edward  IV,  p.  50.] 

Et  insuper  perdonavimus,  etc.  (paragraph  3). 

[After  "deodanda  "  is  inserted  "thesarum  inventum."] 

Aceciam  perdonavimus,  etc.  (paragraph  4). 

[Instead  of  "  donaciones"  we  have  "  alienaciones."] 

Et  insuper  perdonavimus,  etc. 

[After  "contemptus"  is  inserted  "mesprisiones."] 

et  omninm  aliorum  statutorum  et  provisionum  pretextu  quorum 
aliqua  secta  versus  eosdem  Maiorem  Vic600™16111  Ballivos  et 
Burgenses  per  billam  vel  per  breve  de  premunire  facta  seu  alio 
modo  quocumque  pro  aliqua  materia  ante  predictnm  vicesimum 
primum  diem  Februarii  facta  fieri  valeat  qnam  quorumcumque 


i  When  Walter  William  (v.  last  letter)  was  attainted  and  fled,  John  Walker,  one  of  the  two  bur- 
gesses of  Parliament,  was  elected  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  He  seemed  to  have  alienated  the  king  by 
his  defence  of  the  town's  privileges ;  hence  this  pardon.  The  burgesses  in  Parliament  were  paid  2/-  per 
day  by  the  town  (v.  Steward's  Books,  passim). 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Richard,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects  to 
whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that  of  our  special  grace  and  certain  knowledge 
and  mere  motion  we  have  pardoned,  remitted  and  released  to 
John  Walker,  mayor  of  our  town  of  Southampton,  etc. 


And  moreover  we  have  pardoned,  etc.  (v.  p.  52). 


and  of  all  other  statutes  and  provisions  by  pretext  of  which  any 
suit  against  the  same  mayor,  sheriff,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  made 
by  bill  or  by  writ  of  prsemunire,  or  in  any  other  way  soever,  for 
any  matter  before  the  said  twenty-first  day  of  February  shall 
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aliorum  statutorum  factorum  sive  perpetratornm  ante  dictnm  vice- 
simum  primu"1  diem  Februrarii  statutis  ordinacionibus  et 
provisionibus  illis  obstantibus. 

Aceciam  perdonavimus,  etc. 

["arreragia"  in  12  Edward  IV  is  here  spelt  "arregia,"  and 
the  period  up  to  which  the  pardon  is  granted  is  "  ante 
festum  sancti  Mich^is  Anno  regni  Regis  Edwardi  quarti 
vicesimo  secnndo."] 

Proviso  semper  qnod  presens  perdonacio  nostra  se  non  extendat 
ad  aliquos  magnos  computantes  qui  nunc  stint  vel  qui  nuper 
fuerunt  videlicet  Maiorem  et  societatem  stapulae  Villae  nostrae 
Gales  aut  Maiorem  Constabular108  et  societatem  stapulae  Villae 
n°Ve  predictae  Thesanrarios  Cales  et  hospicii  nostri  vel  progenitorum 
nostrorum  aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitnr  Regum  seu  eorum 
alicuius  Vitellarium  Cales  Camerarios  nostros  Cestriae  Northwall'"6 
et  Suthwalliae  Custodes  Garderobae  hospicii  nostri  vel  progenit- 
orum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitnr  Regum  seu 
eorum  alicuius  aut  Custodes  sive  clericos  Magnae  Garderobae 
nostrae  vel  progenitorum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  nupcr  premittitlir 
Regum  seu  eorum  alicuius  clericos  sive  Custodes  hanaperii 
Cancellariae  nostrae  qui  nunc  sunt  aut  qui  nuper  fuerunt  vel 
executores  vel  administratores  bonorum  et  catallorum  eorun- 
dem  clericorum  sive  Custodum  vel  eorum  alicuius  clericos 
operacionum  nostrarum  vel  progenitorum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum 
nuper  ut  premittitnr  Regum  vel  eorum  alicuius  ThesaHrarium  terr*e 
nostrae  Hiberniae  et  Receptores  Ducatus  nostri  Lancastriae  et 
Ducatus  nostri  Cornuballiae  tarn  generales  qnam  particulares  quo 
ad  aliqua  huiusmodi  officia  sua  seu  huiusmodi  occupacjones 
suas  aut  alicuius  eorundem  tangencia. 

In  cuius  rei  testimoniu™  has  lltteras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
patentes. 

Teste  me  ipso  apud  \Vestmonasteriura  primo  die  Junii  Anno 
regni  nostri  primo. 
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be  made,  as  well  of  any  other  statutes  soever  made  or 
perpetrated  before  the  said  day,  the  statutes  of  ordinances  and 
provisions  notwithstanding. 

And  also  we  have  pardoned,  etc.  (v.  p.  52). 


Provided  always  that  our  present  pardon  shall  not  be 
extended  to  any  great  accountants  who  now  are  or  who  lately 
have  been,  to  wit,  the  mayor  and  fellowship  of  the  staple  of 
Calais  or  the  mayor,  constables  and  fellowship  of  the  staple 
of  our  said  town,  the  treasurers  of  Calais  and  of  the  house- 
hold of  us  or  our  progenitors  or  of  any  other  of  the  late 
kings,  as  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  the  victualler  of  Calais, 
our  chamberlains  of  Chester,  North  Wales  and  South  Wales, 
the  keepers  of  the  wardrobe  of  our  household,  etc.,  or  the 
keepers  or  clerks  of  our  great  wardrobe,  etc.,  the  clerks  or 
keepers  of  the  treasury  of  our  Chancellory,  who  now  are  or  who 
lately  were,  or  the  executors  or  administrators  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  same  clerks  or  keepers,  or  any  of  them,  the 
clerks  of  our  works,  etc.,  the  treasurer  of  our  land  of  Ireland, 
and  the  receivers  of  our  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  of  our  Duchy 
of  Cornwall,  as  well  general  as  particular,  as  far  as  concerns 
any  such  duties  or  occupations  or  touching  any  of  the  same. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster,  the  first  day  of  June,  in 
the  first  year  of  our  reign.  [1484.] 


72  LETTERS   PATENT,   ETC., 


No.  X. 

2  RICHARD  III  (1484). 

Letters  RICARDUS  dei  gr^a  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 

aaGener°afi  Hiberniae.     Omnibus  Ballivis  et  fidelibus  suis  ad  quos  presentes 

Pardon  for  litterae  pervenerint  salntem. 

Tehy,  Sciatis  qnod   de   gratia   nostra  etc.  perdonavimns  etc.  Vincencio 


»  merchant  Tehy  de  villa  Suthamptoniae  marchant  alias  dicto  Vincencio 
ampton.  Tehy1  nuper  Vicecomiti  Villae  predictae  alias  dicto  Vincencio  Tehy 
nuper  uni  Collectorum  de  prima  quintadecima  et  decima 
duarum  quintarumdecimarum  et  decimarum  domini  Edwardi 
quarti  nuper  Regis  Angliae  fratris  nostri  a  laicis  (anno)  regni  sui 
quartodecimo  in  Villa  predicta  concessa  alias  dicto  Vincencio 
Tehy  nuper  de  Kynges  Clere  in  Comnnltate  Suthampton  Chapman2 
alias  dicto  Vincencio  They  (sic)  de  Villa  Suthamptoniae 
Marchaunt  seu  quocumque  alio  nomine  censeatnr  omnimodas 
transgressiones  forisfacturas  penas  debita  mesprisiones  con- 
temptus  et  impetic1ones  per  ipsnm  Vincencium  ante  vicesimum 
primum  diem  Februarii  Anno  regni  nostri  primo  contra  formam 
statutorum,  etc. 

[As  in  12  Edward  IV,  p.  50.] 
Et  insuper  ex  gratia,  etc.     [As  in  same.] 

Et  insuper  perdonavimns,  etc. 
[After  "deodanda"  insert  "Thesaurum  inventum."] 

Aceciam  perdonavimus,  etc. 

[Instead  of  "  donaciones"  we  have  "  alienacVes."] 

Et  insuper  perdonavimua,  etc. 

[After  "  Thesaurario  "  insert  "  seu  aliquibus."] 


1  It  Is  curious  that  this  pardon  does  not  mention  that  Vincent  Tehy  was  mayor  in  the  year  1484. 
He  had  come  from  Kingsclere,  in  the  north  of  Hampshire,  and  was  sheriff  in  1474  («.  Da  vies,  Hist,  of 
Southampton,  pp.  174-5). 

2  "  Chapman  "  is  the  English  for  merchant  ( A.-S. :  "  ceapian  "  =  to  buy ;  «•  cypan  "  =  to  sell). 
A  chipping  was  the  Old  English  term  for  market-place;  Wycliffe  writes  (St.  Luke,  vii,  p.  32) :  "They 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Richard,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects 
to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that  of  our  grace,  etc.,  we  have  pardoned,  etc., 
Vincent  Tehy,  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  merchant,  otherwise 
the  said  Vincent  Tehy,  late  sheriff  of  the  town  aforesaid,  other- 
wise the  said  Vincent  Tehy,  late  one  of  the  collectors  of  the 
first  fifteenth  and  tenth  of  the  two  fifteenths  and  tenths  of  the 
Lord  Edward  IV,  late  king  of  England,  our  brother,  granted  by 
the  laity,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  town  afore- 
said ;  otherwise  the  said  Vincent  Tehy,  late  of  Kingsclere,  in  the 
county  of  Southampton,  chapman,  otherwise  the  said  Vincent 
They,  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  merchant,  or  by  whatsoever 
other  name  he  may  be  called,  all  transgressions,  forfeits, 
penalties,  debts,  misprisions,  contempts  and  petitions  due  from 
the  same  Vincent  before  the  twenty-first  day  of  February, 
in  the  first  year  of  our  reign,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the 
statutes,  etc. 


ben  like  children  sitting  in  cbeplnge  and  spekinge  togidre."  Hence  we  have  the  ancient  market  towns 
of  Chipping  Norton,  Chepstow,  Chippingham.  Oheapside  and  Eastcheap  were  the  great  open  market- 
places of  London.  Copeman,  a  surname  found  in  Norfolk,  Is  derived  from  the  Norse  form  Imping 
(pronounced  chaplng).  So  we  have  Copenhagen  (anciently  Klobmasns  haon)  and  Norrkdping  (v.  Isaac 
Taylor,  Words  and  Placet,  pp.  231,  335). 
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Aceciam  tercias,  etc. 

[After  "contemptus"  insert  "  mesprisiones."] 

bullarum  applicandarum  et  omnium  aliorum  statutorum  et 
provisionuni  pretextu  quorum  aliqua  secta  versus  eundem 
Vincenciu"1  per  billam  vel  per  breve  de  premunire  faca  seu  alio 
modo  quocumque  pro  aliqua  materia  ante  dictnm  vicesimu™ 
primum  diem  Februarii  facta  fieri  valeat  qnam  quorumcumque 
aliorum  statutorum  factorum  sive  perpetratornm  ante  eundem 
vicesimu™  primu"1  diem  Februarii  statutis  ordinac'onibus  et 
provisionibus  illis  non  obstantibus. 

Aceciam  perdonavimns,  etc. 

[Curiously    after    "nuper     ut     premittitnr"    "Regibus"  is 
omitted.] 

Proviso  semper  quod  perdonacio  nostra  se  non  extendat  ad 
aliquos  magnos  computantes  qui  nunc  sunt  aut  qui  nuper 
fuerunt  videlicet  Maiorem  et  societatem  stapuPe  VilPe  nostrae 
Cales  aut  Maiorem  Constabularios  societatem  stapuPe  n°?trae 
predictae  Thesanrarinm  Cales  et  hospicii  n"stri  vel  progenitorum 
nostrorum  aut  aliorum  nupcr  ut  premittitur  Regum  seu  eorum 
alicuius  Vitellariuffi  Cales  Camerarios  nostros  Cestr"e  Northwall 
et  Southwall  Custodes  garderob!le  hospicii  vel  progenitorum 
nostrorum  aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitnr  Regum  seu  eorum 
alicuius  aut  Custodes  sive  clericos  Magnae  Garderobae  nostrae 
vel  progenitorum  nostrorum  aut  aliorum  nuper  ut  premittitnr 
Regum  seu  eorum  alicuius  clericos  sive  Custodes  hanapcrii,  etc. 

[The  last  word  is  "  tangencia,"  the  following  words,  "  ullo 
modo  se  extendat,"  being  omitted.] 

In  cuius  rei,  etc. 

Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmona8terinm  quartodecimo  die  Julii 
Anno  regni  nostri  secundo. 
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and  of  bulls  applied  for,  and  of  all  other  statutes  and  provisions 
by  pretext  of  which  any  suit  made  against  the  same  Vincent 
by  bill  or  writ  of  praemunire,  or  in  any  other  manner  soever, 
for  any  matter  done  before  the  said  twenty-first  day  of  February, 
may  happen  to  be  made,  as  of  any  other  statutes  made  or 
perpetrated  before  the  same  twenty-first  day  of  February,  those 
statutes,  ordinances  and  provisions  notwithstanding. 

And  also  we  pardon,  etc. 


Provided  always  that  our  pardon  does  not  extend  to  any 
great  computers  that  now  are  or  have  lately  been,  to  wit, 
the  mayor  and  society  of  the  staple  of  our  town  of  Calais, 
or  the  mayor,  constables  and  society  of  our  staple  aforesaid, 
the  treasurer  of  Calais  and  household  of  us  or  our  progenitors, 
or  of  other  the  late  kings  or  any  of  them,  the  victualler  of 
Calais,  our  chamberlains  of  Chester,  North  Wales  and  South 
Wales,  the  keepers  of  the  wardrobe  of  the  household  (of  us) 
or  our  progenitors,  or  of  others  of  the  late  kings  or  of  any  of 
them,  or  the  keepers  or  clerks  of  the  great  wardrobe  of  us  or 
of  our  progenitors,  or  of  others  of  the  late  kings  or  any  of  them, 
or  the  keepers  of  the  treasury,  etc. 


In  testimony  of  which,  etc. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
July,  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign.     [1484.] 
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No.  XI. 

.       .  ii  HENRY  VII1  (1496). 

Precept 

Tom  the 

Xefiffo?'  HENRICUS  dei    gratia   Rex    Angliae    Franclae    et    Dominus 

he'townof  Hiberniae    Vic60011"112    Villae    Suthamptonlae    salntem.       Precipim™ 

oMoTthe  tibi  nrmiter  inuingentes  qnod  quaedam  statuta  nostra  in  parlia- 

luePro-  mento    nostro    apud   Westmonasterinm   quartodecimo    die    Octobr18 

rfthinhiB  ultimo    preterito   tent0   inter   alia   edita    in    singulis    locis    infra 

^certain  ballivam  tuam  infra  libertates  qnam  extra  ubi  magis  expedienda 

statutes  videris  ex  parte  nostra  publice  proclamata  facienda. 

nade  in  the 

ast  Parlia- 

nant  at 

Westminster  r/^  i 

or  the  [ORIGINAL.] 

Ordering  of 

Weights  and      Where  that  dyvers  actis  statutis  and  ordenances  in  the  tymes 

4c3.snrcs 

.abourers  of  the  noble  progenitours  and  predecessours  of  our  soveraign  lorde 
ersVmuhe  *ke  king  nave  be  made  that  one  mesure  and  one  weigh  be  used 
'unishment  thurgh  oute  this  realme.  And  also  that  in  eny  Citie  Burgh 
If  unlawful  and  Toun  wlthin  the  same  realme  uppon  certeyn  and  severall 
tames.  paynes  in  the  seid  statuts  and  ordenancs  lymittes  shuld  be 
lommon  commen  balaunces  with  commen  weightis  and  commen  mesures 
11  markid  accordyng  to  the  estandred  of  the  Eschequier  by  the 
which  and  other  lyke  balauncs  weights  and  mesures  marked 
accordyng  to  the  seid  estandred  all  men  shuld  bye  and  sell  in 
abeydyng3  of  all  fraude  and  discorde  in  that  behalf  to  be  used 
which  statuts  actis  and  ordenancs  have  ben  observed  and  kepte 
in  the  seid  parliament  it  hath  ben  openly  by  dyvers  persons  of 
dyvers  parties  of  this  realme  remembred  to  the  great  hurte  and 
vexacion  of  dyveris  and  many  of  his  subiectis.  For  remedy 
wherof  it  is  enacted  in  the  seid  laste  parliament  and  estab- 
lisshed  that  unto  the  knights  and  Citezens  of  every  Shire  and 
Citie  assembled  in  the  seid  laste  parliament  Barons  of  the  V 


1  The  Hist.  Man.  Com.  call  this  Henry  VI.    But  in  this  letter  we  have  mentioned  the  23rd  year 
of  Henry.    It  cannot  be  Henry  V,  as  he  only  reigned  nine  years.    I  decide  against  Henry  VIII,  as  the 
laws  against  gaming  do  not  seem  to  agree  with  what  we  know  of  his  character.    Hence  I  have  con- 
cluded that  the  Henry  here  is  the  Vllth.    The  confusion  arises  from  the  fact  that  by  8  Henry  VI,  c.  5, 
every  city,  borough  and  town  should  have  a  common  balance,  under  a  penalty  of  £10  to  a  city,  £5  to  a 
borough,  and  407-  to  a  town ;  but  by  the  Act  above  mentioned  (11  Henry  VII,  c.  4)  only  cities  and 
maiket-towns  are  enjoined  to  have  common  weights  and  measures,  under  a  penalty  of  40/-.    For  a 
detailed  account  of  the  various  important  points  raised  by  this  document,  see  the  Introduction. 

2  The  sheriff  was  William  Justise. 

3  "  Waiving"  (O.F. :  "abeer"  =  not  to  aspire  after). 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  France,  and 
Lord  of  Ireland,  to  the  sheriff  of  the  town  of  Southampton, 
greeting.  We  firmly  enjoin  you  that  you  see  that  certain  of 
our  statutes  passed  in  our  parliament  held  at  Westminster,  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  October  last,  be  publicly  proclaimed  and 
carried  out  in  every  place  within  your  bailiwick  within  the 
liberties  or  without,  wherever  it  shall  seem  more  expedient. 


portes1  and  certeyn  Burgesses  of  Burgh  Tounes  or  they  departd 
from  the  seid  parliament  be  delyverid  one  of  every  weightis  and 
mesures  which  the  king  hath  caused  to  be  made  of  brasse  for 
the  commen  wele  of  all  his  Subiects  and  lige  withln  this  his 
realme  Englond  accordyng  to  his  standard  of  his  Eschequier 
of  weightis  and  mesures  as  they  be  in  the  seid  Eschequier.  And 
that  the  said  knyghtis  Citesens  and  Burgesses  to  whom  the  seid 
weightis  and  mesures  shalbe  delyverid  as  is  aforeseid  surely 
convey  or  cause  the  same  to  be  conveyed  on  this  half  the  feste 
of  Easter  nexte  comyng  by  the  seid  Citezens  to  their  Cities  and 
by  the  seid  Knyghts  unto  such  Burgh  or  Toun  corporat  or 
market  Toun  within  the  Shire  for  the  which  they  be  electe  that 
is  to  say  for  the  Toun  of  Suthampton  in  the  seid  Toun  thereto 
remayn  for  ever  in  the  kepyng  of  the  Maire  Baillif  or  other  heed 
Officer  for  the  tyme  beyng  of  the  same  Citie  Burgh  or  Toun 
as  the  kings  standard  of  Weight  and  mesure.  And  that  the 
inhabitaunts  of  all  Cities  Burghes  and  market  Tounes  wltbin  evcry 
of  the  seid  Shires  shall  on  this  half  the  feste  of  the  Nativite  of 
seynt  John  Baptist2  nexte  comyng  make  or  cause  to  be  made 
commen  mesures  and  weights  accordyng  to  the  weights  and 
mesures  aboveseid  to  remayn  wlthin  the  same  Cities  Burghes 
and  market  Tounes  and  every  of  them  and  the  same  weights  and 
mesures  to  be  vewed  and  examyned  printed  signed  and  marked 
by  the  Maire  Baillif  or  other  heed  Officer  in  whos  possession 

1  Up  to  1838  each  of  the  Cinque  Ports  returned  two  members. 

2  June  24th. 
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the  foreseid  Standarde  shall  remayn  and  that  every  of  the  seid 
Maire  Baillif  or  heed  Officer  havyng  the  seid  weightis  and 
mesures  signed  and  printed  as  is  aforeseid  have  auctorite  and 
pouer  to  make  signe  and  print  under  the  signe  and  print  for 
the  same  w!th  a  letter  H.  crownid  to  be  printed  to  signe  and 
print  like  weightis  and  balauncs  unto  every  the  kings  lige  and 
subietts  duly  requiring  the  same  talying  for  marking  of  every 
busshell  rd  (received).  And  that  from  the  seid  feste  of  the 
Nativite  of  Seynt  John  Baptist  no  merchaunt  ne  other  persone 
ne  persones  witbin  any  Citie  Burgh  or  market  Toun  bye  ne  sell 
w!th  any  weightis  or  mesure  excepte  it  be  marked  signed  or 
printed  in  manner  and  fourme  aforeseid  ne  any  other  persone  ne 
persones  oute  of  the  seid  Cities  Burghes  and  market  Tounes 
excepte  it  be  like  and  egall  wjth  the  seid  standard.  And  that 
every  persone  aswell  w^oute  Cities  Burghes  and  mnrket  Tounes 
as  wjthin  bie  and  sell  w'th  a  busshell  sealid  signed  and  m"rked 
after  the  fourme  aforeseid  and  noon  other  wise. 

Bach  to  be  And  that  all  Maires  Bailliffis  and  all  other  heed  officers  of 
twiclfayear.  ev6ry  Citie  Burgh  or  market  Toun  shall  cause  twise  in  the  yere 
or  oftener  as  they  shall  think  necessarie  all  weights  and  mesures 
w'thin  the  seid  Cities  Burghes  and  market  Tounes  to  be  brought 
afore  them  and  to  be  duly  vewed  and  examyned  and  such 
as  they  shall  uppon  the  same  examynacion  fynde  defectif 
ymmediatly  to  be  broken  and  brente1  and  the  partie  or  parties 
which  in  that  behalf  hath  offended  and  be  found  defectif  shall 
Punishment  forfacte  for  the  first  tyme  vi  s.  viii  d.  the  forfacture  therof  to 
Weights  and  ^e  un*°  ^ie  Maire  Baillif  or  any  other  heed  Officer  havyng 
Measures,  iurisdiccion  and  correccion  in  that  behalf.  And  at  the  secound 
tyme  the  seid  offender  like  wise  to  forfacte  xiiis.  iiiid.  and  at 
the  third  tyme  like  wise  to  forfacte  xx  s.  and  for  ferther 
punysshment  to  be  sett  uppon  the  pillory  to  thensample  of 
other.  And  that  ii  lustics  of  the  peax  wherof  one  shalbe 
of  the  quorum  have  auctorite  aswell  by  examynacion  as  by 
enquerry  to  here  and  determyn  the  defautes  of  the  seid  Maires 
Bailiffs  or  other  heed  Officers  in  that  behalf.  And  also  of  all 
byers  and  sellers  doyng  contrarye  to  this  prcsente  acte  and 
ordenance  and  to  sett  fyne  and  mercyment2  upon  the  offenders 
by  their  distrecion.3  And  the  seid  weights  and  mesures  so  found 
defectyf  to  be  forfacte  and  brent.  It  is  also  enacted  that  there 

i  Burnt.  2  Amercement, 

s  Discretion. 
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be  but  onely  viii  busshells  rased  and  striken1  to  the  quarter  of 
corn  and  xiiii  Ib.  to  the  stone  of  woll  and  xxvi  stone  to  the 
sack.  It  is  also  ordeyned  by  auctorite  aboveseid  that  the  lustics 
of  peax  aboveseid  have  auctorite  to  make  like  processe  ayenst 
all  persones  founden  as  is  aboveseid  defectif  and  for  such  fynes 
and  mercyments  as  uppon  them  shalbe  sessed  as  if  they  were 
endyted  afore  them  for  brekyng  of  the  kings  peax.  And  that 
where  by  other  statutis  and  ordenancs  afore  lymitted  it  is 
ordeyned  that  every  Citie  Burgh  and  Toun  that  hath  a  Constable 
shuld  have  commen  weightis  and  mesures  sealid  uppon  the 
penalts  in  the  same  lymitted  that  thike  penalts  in  that  behalf 
extend  not  to  any  Toun  which  is  no  Citie  Burgh  nor  market 
Toun.  Provided  allwey  that  this  acte  extend  not  nor  be 
preiudiciall  to  any  persone  sellyng  or  bying  by  water  mesure2 
within  the  Shipbourd.3  And  that  it  be  by  thauctorite  aboveseid 
enacted  the  premisses  or  any  other  ordenance  tofore  made  not- 
withstondyng  that  the  seid  water  mesure  witbin  the  Shipbourd 
shall  onely  conteyn  v  pekks  after  the  seid  standard  rased  and 
striken. 

Labourers'  Where  also  before  this  tyme  dyvers  statuts  have  be  made 
iVages.  an(j  ordevne(i  for  servants  of  husbondry  and  also  for  labourers  and 
Artificers  by  dyvers  and  many  noble  the  kings  progenitours4  and 
inespecyall  a  statute  made  by  the  right  noble  and  Cristen  Prince 
of  blessid  memory  king  Henry  the  VIth  the  xxiii  yere  of  his 
reign.  Which  notwiu'stondyng  many  and  greate  defauts  daily 
incresten  reste  and  contynue  amongs  laborers  and  Artificers 
some  by  cause  the  seid  statuts  be  not  executed  and  some  by 
cause  the  remedy  by  the  seid  statuts  is  not  veray  perfecte  ne 
geveth  ccrteyn  ne  hasty  remedy.  So  that  daily  by  their  subtyle 
ymagenacion  and  defraude  of  the  seid  statuts  many  of  the  kings 
subiects  ben  hurte  diffayned5  lett  and  indamaged  in  their 

1  Smoothed  off  to  the  level  of  the  measure. 

2  It  seems  that  corn,  grain  and  salt  (and  In  later  times  coal)  were  weighed  by  water-measure,  which 
was  somewhat  greater  than  the  standard  measure  (at  this  time  called  the  Winchester  measure),  and  as 
we  see  here,  contained  five  pecks  to  the  bushel. 

8  On  board  ship  (d1  Arthur :  "within  schyppen  bordez"). 

<  e.g.,  1349  and  1351.  The  latter  contained  eight  clauses :  (1)  No  labourer  under  sixty  was  to  refuse 
to  work  at  the  wage  which  obtained  in  1347 ;  (11)  Imprisonment  for  those  who  left,  service;  (Hi)  Only 
the  old  rale  of  wage  to  be  paid ;  (iv)  Lordi  of  manors  paying  more  liable  to  treble  damages ; 
(v)  Artificers  liable  to  same  conditions ;  (vi)  Food  to  be  sold  at  reasonable  prices ;  ( vll)  Alms  forbidden 
to  th«  able-bodied ;  ( vill)  Excess  of  wages  to  be  seized  and  used  towards  the  payment  of  the  fifteenth 
and  tenth  lately  granted.  In  1403  an  Act  provided  that  no  labourer  should  be  engaged  by  the  week 
and  should  take  no  hire  for  holydays  or  their  eves. 

5  Probably  "  diffayrned  "  or  "  defamed." 
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Husband- 
men. 

Carter  or 
Shepherd. 


Artificer. 


Carpenters 
etc. 


bildyng  and  husbondry.  It  is  therefor  establisshed  enacted  and 
ordeyned  by  auctoryte  of  the  seid  parliament.  First  that  no 
Bailly  of  husbondry  take  for  his  wage  by  the  yere  above 
xxvis.  viiid.  and  for  his  Clothing  vs.  wlth  mete  and  drink.  No 
these  hyne  as  a  carter  or  these  shepard  above  xx  s.  by  the  yere 
and  for  his  clothing  v  s.  with  mete  and  drink.  No  coDimen 
servante  of  husbondry  aboue  xvi  s.  viii  d.  by  the  yere  and  for  his 
clothing  iiii  s.  with  mete  and  drink.  No  woman  sprvante  aboue 
xs.  by  the  yere  and  for  her  clothing  iiiis.  with  mete  and  drink. 
No  child  within  th'age  of  xiiii  yere  above  vi  s.  viii  d.  by  the 
yere  and  for  his  clothing  iii  s.  with  mete  and  drink.  And  that 
no  Artificer  nor  labourer  hereafter  named  take  no  more  ne 
gretter  wags  then  in  this  acte  is  lymitted  uppon  the  payn 
assessed  aswell  unto  the  taker  as  to  the  gever  that  is  to  saye 
a  fre  Mason  maister  Carpenter  rough  Mason  Bryke  lever  Maister 
Tiler  Plommer  Glasier  Kerner1  nor  loynour  from  Ester  unto 
Michelmas2  every  of  thies  Artificers  aforeseid  vi  d.  by  the  daye 
withoute  mete  or  drink  and  with  mete  and  drink  iiii  d.  "And 
fro  Michelmas  unto  Ester  v  d.  withoute  mete  or  drink  and  with 
Shipwright,  mete  and  drink  iii  d.  And  that  the  wags  of  a  Shipwright  from 
the  feste  of  Michelmasse  to  the  feste  of  Seynt  Michell  th'arch- 
anngell2  shall  not  excede  the  somme  ensuyng  that  is  to  saye  a 
Maister  Shipcarpenter  taking  the  charge  of  the  werk  hauyng 
men  under  hym  by  the  day  v  d.  w1tb  mete  and  drink  and  wlthoute 
mete  and  drink  vii  d.  an  other  Shipcarpenter  callid  an  hewer 
by  the  daye  iiii  d.  wltb  mete  and  drink  and  withoute  mete  and 
drink  vi  d.  an  able  Clyncher  by  the  daye  iii  d.  with  mete  and 
drink  and  witboute  mete  and  drink  v  d.  and  holder3  by  the  daye 
witb  mete  and  drink  ii  d.  and  wltboute  mete  and  drink  iiii  d. 
and  Maister  Calker  by  the  daye  iiii  d.  witb  mete  and  drink  and 
withoute  mete  and  drink  vi  d.  and  other  mean  Calker  by  the 
daye  iii  d.  wlth  mete  and  drink  and  wltboute  mete  and  drink  v  d. 
A  Calker  labouryng  by  the  tyde  for  so  long  tyme  as  he  may 
labour  aboue  the  water  and  by  neth  the  water  shall  not  excede 
for  his  wags  for  euery  tyde  iiii  d.  wltb  mete  and  drink.  And  fro 


1  The  only  "kerner"  mentioned  in  the  New  English  Diet,  wag  the  maker  of  a  particular  type 
used  In  printing  (f  and  j  for  example) ;  I  think  this  workman  must  have  been  a  "  corner,"  one  skilled  in 
corner  work. 

2  September  29th.  The  scribe  a  little  later  makes  a  curious  error, "  from  the  feste  of  Michelmasse  to 
the  feste  of  Seynt  Michell  th'archanngell,"  which  is  the  same  thing.    Of  course  he  meant "  to  Easter." 

»  A  workman  employed  in  the  ship's  hold.    "  Holders  are  persons  who  unstow  &  cargo  during  the 
discharge"  (Colquhoun,  Com.  Thames,  iv,  p.  170). 
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the  feste  of  Michelmasse  to  Candelmas1  the  wags  of  a  Maister 
Shipwright  by  the  daye  iiii  d.  with  mete  and  drink  and  wlthoute 
mete  and  drink  vi  d.  An  hewer  by  the  daye  iii  d.  wilb  mete  and 
drink  and  wlthoute  mete  and  drink  v  d.  an  able  Clyncher  by  the 
daye  ii  d.  ob.  wlth  mete  and  drink  and  wltboute  mete  and  drink 
iiii  d.  ob.  an  holder  by  the  daye  i  d.  ob.  with  mete  and  drink 
and  wlthoute  mete  and  drink  iii.  A  Maist"  Calker  by  the  daye 
iii  d.  with  mete  and  drink  and  wlthoute  mete  and  drink  v  d.  an 
other  mean  Calker  by  the  daye  ii  d.  ob.  wltb  mete  and  drink  and 
witboute  mete  and  drink  iiii  d.  ob.  It  is  also  enacted  that  in 
such  Shires  and  Countreis  where  it  hath  ben  and  yet  is  used  to 
gyue  lesse  wags  that  in  thos  Shires  and  Countreis  they  shall 
so  gyue  and  the  taker  of  wags  be  compelled  accordyng  as  they 
have  lesse  used  to  take  this  acte  notwithstondyng.  And  that 
the  Maister  Mason  and  the  Maister  Carpenter  which  shall  take 
the  charge  of  the  werk  hauyng  under  any  of  them  vi  men  shall 
have  vii  d.  witboute  mete  or  drink  and  v  d.  by  the  daye  wltb  mete 
and  drink.  And  that  euery  persone  and  Artificer  specified  in  the 
seid  statute  being  not  retayned  in  any  service  for  any  werk  be 
compelled  to  serve  any  other  persone  for  such  wags  as  in  this 
enalties.  estatute  afore  is  lymitted.  And  that  no  Artificer  reteyned  in 
service  to  werk  wlth  the  kings  highnes  or  any  persone  departe  not 
from  his  seid  highnes  or  from  the  seid  other  persone  to  such  tyme 
as  the  werk  be  fenysshed  if  the  persone  so  retaynyng  the  Artificer 
so  long  will  haue  hym  and  paye  hym  his  wags  uppon  payn  of 
imprisonament  of  any  persone  so  departyng  by  the  space  of  a 
moneth  and  to  make  fyne  of  xxs.  Alweyes  provyded  and  forseyn 
that  if  the  same  Artificer  be  desired  into  the  kings  service  and 
werk  that  he  may  laufully  departe  so  that  he  entre  and  be  in  the 
kings  service  and  werk.  And  it  is  ferther  ordeyned  by  the  seid 
auctorite  that  euery  other  labourer  and  Artificer  not  afore  named 
shall  take  from  Ester  to  Michelmas  for  euery  daye  that  he  so 
laboureth  excepte  the  season  of  heruest  iiii  d.  wltboute  mete  or 
drink  and  ii  d.  with  mete  and  drink.  And  from  Michelmas  to 
Ester  iii  d.  witboute  mete  or  drink  and  i  d.  ob.  wltb  mete  and 
drink.  And  in  the  seid  tyme  of  heruest  euery  Mowyer  shall  take 
by  the  daye  iiii  d.  wltb  mete  and  drink  and  w1tboute  mete  and 
drink  vi  d.  A  Repar  and  a  Carter  euery  of  them  iii  d.  by  the 
daye  with  mete  and  drink  and  wftboute  mete  and  drink  v  d.  A 


i  February  2nd.    The  Feast  of  the  Purification  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  on  which  day  candle* 
used  for  the  yearly  services  of  the  Church  were  blessed. 
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woman  labourer  and  other  labourers  euery  of  them  ii  d.  ob. 
by  the  daye  with  mete  and  drink  and  wlthoute  mete  and  drink 
iiii  d.  ob.  And  that  no  Artificer  nor  labourer  werkyng  by  the 
half  daye  take  no  wags  but  for  the  half  daye  and  nothyng  for 
the  holy  daye.  And  of  any  Baillif  of  husbondry  hyne  Carter 
Shepard  commen  seruante  woman  seruante  or  child  seruante  aboue 
specified  not  reteyned  in  any  seruice  or  werk  refuse  to  serue 
accordyng  to  the  ordenaunce  aboue  specified  then  the  same 
persone  to  be  commytted  to  warde  by  the  Constable  or  other 
heed  Officer  within  the  Citie  Toun  or  Village  where  the  partie 
so  refusyng  is  at  the  compleynt  of  hym  that  wold  retayn  such 
seruante  thereto  remayn  till  he  have  found  suertie  to  serue 
accordyng  to  the  seid  ordenaunce.  P'urthermor  of  any  Artificer 
or  labourer  beyng  not  retayned  in  any  seruice  or  werk  refuse 
to  serue  aftur  the  rate  of  this  estatute  or  take  gretter  or  more 
wags  then  herein  is  lymitted  for  the  same  Artificers  and 
labourers  or  for  any  Artificer  or  labourer  take  wags  for  the  hole 
daye  where  he  wirketh  but  the  half  daye  that  then  euery  Artificer 
or  labourer  offendyng  in  any  of  the  seid  Articles  forfaite  to  the 
king  or  soueraign  lorde  for  euery  defaute  as  often  as  they  offend 
xx  s.  and  they  to  be  commytted  for  euery  such  defaute  aswell 
by  presentment  afore  the  lustics  of  the  peace  in  the  Sessions 
or  by  examynacion  of  the  seid  lustics  in  the  same  Sessions  as 
by  examynacion  of  ii  lustics  of  the  peace  oute  of  the  Sessions 
in  any  place  witbin  the  Shire  where  they  ben  lustics  and  where 
such  defautes  shalbe  made.  And  that  the  seid  forfacture  of  xx  s. 
be  leuyed  of  their  londs  goods  and  catallis  so  offendyng.  And 
furthermore  where  dyuers  Artificers  and  labourers  reteyned  to 
werk  and  serue  waste  moch  parte  of  the  daye  and  deserve  not 
their  wags  sointynid  (P)1  in  late  commyng  to  their  werk  erlly 
departyng  therefro  longsittyng  at  their  brekefaste  at  their 
dynner  and  nonemete  and  longtyme  of  slepyng  at  afternoon 
to  the  losse  and  hurte  of  such  persones  as  the  seid  Artificers  and 
labourers  be  reteynid  witbin  service.  It  is  therefor  establisshed 
Length  of  enacted  and  ordeynid  by  th'auctorite  aforeseid  that  euery 
clay's  work.  Artificer  and  labourer  be  at  his  werk  betwen  the  myddis  of 
the  moneth  of  March  and  the  mydds  of  the  moneth  of  Septembr 
before  v  of  the  clokk  in  the  mornyng.  And  that  he  have  but 
half  an  hower  for  his  brekefaste  and  an  hower  and  an  half  for 

1 1  can  find  no  trace  of  this  word.    I  can  only  suggest  that  it  is  "  so  intynid  "  =  so  wasted  (0 J3. : 
"teoned  "),  and  therefore  "wasting  so  much  time," 
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his  dynner  at  such  tyme  as  he  hath  season  for  slepe  to  hym 
appoynted  by  this  estatute  and  at  such  tyme  as  is  herin 
appoyntid  that  he  shall  not  slepe  then  he  to  have  but  an 
hower  at  his  dynner  and  half  an  hower  for  his  nonemete.  And 
that  he  departe  not  from  his  werk  betwen  the  mydds  of  the  seid 
monethes  of  March  and  Septembr  till  betwen  vii  or  viii  of  the 
clok  in  the  euenyng.  And  if  they  or  any  of  them  offend  many 
of  thies  Articles  that  then  their  defauts  be  markid  by  hym  or 
his  deputie  that  shal  paye  their  wags.  And  at  the  weke  ende 
their  wags  to  be  abated  for  such  rate  of  tyme  as  they  haue 
offendid  contrarie  to  this  estatute.  And  that  from  the  mydds 
of  Septembr  to  the  mydds  of  March  euery  Artificer  and  labourer 
be  at  their  werk  in  the  springyng  of  the  daye  and  departe  not 
till  nyght  of  the  same  daye.  And  that  the  seid  Artificers  and 
labourers  slepe  not  by  daye  but  onely  from  the  mydds  of  the 
moneth  of  May  unto  the  myddell  of  the  moneth  of  August, 
'enalty  And  also  it  is  enacted  by  the  seid  auctorite  that  no  persone 
lore'thal  fromhensforth  yeue  more  wags  to  any  Bailly  of  husbondry  hyne 
tandard  Shepard  or  other  afore  named  nor  to  any  Artificer  or  labourer 
in  this  estatute  specified  then  in  the  same  estatute  is  lymitted 
and  assigned  uppon  payn  of  forfaiture  unto  the  king  for  euery 
such  defaute  xl  s.  And  that  the  partie  so  offendyng  be  connycted 
(committed?)  therof  before  the  lustics  of  the  peace  aswell  by 
presentment  in  the  Sessions  as  by  examynacion  of  ii  lustics  of 
the  peace  oute  of  Sessions  in  lyke  wise  as  is  afore  rehersid 
of  labourers  and  Artificers. 

'enalty  Also  it  is  establisshed  and  enacted  by  the  same  auctorite 
Ssaulting  tnat  ^  anY  Artificer  or  labourer  reteyned  in  scrvice  with  any 
kB  persone  for  beldyng  or  repnracion  make  or  cause  to  be  made 

any  assemble  to  assaute  harme  or  hurte  any  persone  assigned 
to  controll  and  ouersee  them  in  their  werking  that  he  or  they 
so  offendyng  haue  imprisonament  of  a  yere  wlthoute  lettyng  to 
bayle  or  maynprise1  and  ferther  to  make  fyne  at  the  kings 
wille.  This  acte  to  begyn  and  take  effecte  at  seynt  Gregory 
daye2  nexte  commyng.  And  in  the  mean  tyme  the  same  to 
be  proclaymed  in  euery  good  Citie  Burgh  and  Toun  of  this 
realme. 


i  A  writ  directed  to  the  sheriff  directing  him  to  take  sureties  for  a  prisoner's  appearance. 
8  March  18th. 
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Furthermore  the  kings  grace  moste  entierly  desiring  amongs 
all  erthely  things  the  prosperite  and  restfulnesse  of  this  his  land. 
And  his  Subiectis  of  the  same  to  lyue  quietly  and  surely  to  the 
pleasure  of  god  and  accordyng  to  his  lawes.  Willyng  alweyes 
and  of  his  pitie  intendyng  to  reduce  them  thereunto  by  softer 
meanes  than  by  such  extreme  rigour  therefor  purveyed  in  a 
statute  made  in  the  tyme  of  king  Richard  the  secound.1  Con- 
sidering also  the  grete  charges  that  shuld  growe  to  his  Subiects 
for  bringyng  of  vagabunds  to  the  gaoles  accordyng  to  the 
same  statute  and  the  long  abidyng  of  them  therin  whereby  by 
lykelyhode  many  of  them  shuld  lose  their  lifes.  In  modering 
of  the  seid  statute  his  highnes  wille  by  auctorite  of  his  seid 
laste  parliament  it  be  ordeyned  and  enacted  that  where  such 
mysdoers  shuld  be  by  examynacion  co^mytted  to  the  cominen 
gaole  thereto  abyde  as  is  aforeseid  that  the  Sheriff  Maire 
Bailiffs  high  Constables  and  pety  Constables  and  all  other 
gouernours  and  officers  of  Cities  Burghes  Tounes  Tounshippis 
Villages  and  other  places  within  iii  dayes  after  this  acte 
proclaymed  make  due  serch  and  take  or  cause  to  be  taken  all 
such  vagabunds  idell  and  suspecte  persones  leuyng  suspiciously 
and  them  so  takyn  to  sett  in  stokks  there  to  remayn  by  the 
space  of  iii  dayes  and  iii  nyghtis  and  there  to  haue  noon  other 
sustenance  but  bred  and  water.  And  after  the  seid  iii  dayes 
and  iii  nyghts  to  be  hadd  oute  and  set  at  large  and  then  to 
be  commanded  to  avoyde  the  Toun.  And  if  eftsones  he  be 
taken  in  such  defaute  in  the  same  Toun  or  Tounship  that  he 
to  be  sett  in  lyke  wise  in  stokks  by  the  space  of  vi  dayes  with 
like  dyet  as  is  aforerehersid.  And  if  any  persone  or  persones 
gyve  any  other  mete  or  drink  to  the  seid  mysdoers  beyng  in 
Stokks  in  fourme  aforeseid  or  the  same  prisoners  favour  in  their 
mysdoing  that  then  they  forfacte  for  euery  tyme  so  doyng  xiid. 
Also  it  is  ordeynid  by  the  seid  auctorite  that  all  manner  of 
beggers  not  able  to  werk  wlthin  vi  weks  nexte  after  proclamacion 
made  of  this  acte  goo  reste  and  abyde  in  his  hundred  where  he 
laste  dwellid  or  there  where  he  is  best  knowen  or  born  there  to 


i  The  political  troubles  of  Richard  IPs  reign  were  greatly  influenced  by  the  number  of  military 
adventurers  which  the  cessation  of  the  French  war  had  brought  back  to  England.  In  the  early  years 
of  this  reign  we  read  that  formidable  bands  of  brigands  had  established  themselves  especially  in 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  and  that  they  committed  incredible  atrocities.  Richard  III  had  also  taken 
measures  to  clear  the  roads  infested  by  discharged  boldiers.  The  following  ancient  definition  of 
"vagabond"  taken  from  the  New  English  Diet,  is  interesting  :  "such  as  wake  on  the  night  and  sleep 
on  the  day  and  haunt  customable  taverns  and  alehouses  and  routs  about ;  and  no  man  wot  from 
whence  they  come,  ne  whither  they  go." 
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remayn  and  abyde  wltboute  beggyng  oute  of  his  hundred  uppon 
payn  to  be  punysshed  as  is  aforeseid.  And  that  no  man  be 
excused  by  that  he  is  a  Clerk  of  one  uniuersite  or  other  witboute 
he  shewe  the  letter  of  Chaunceller  of  the  uniuersite  from  whens 
he  seith  he  comyth  nor  noon  other  callyng  hym  self  a  Souldyour 
Shipman  or  Trauelyngman  wltboute  he  bring  a  letter  from  his 
Capitaign  or  from  the  Toun  where  he  landyd.  And  that  he 
then  be  commanded  to  goo  the  streight  high  wey  unto  his 
Countrey.  And  ouer  this  it  is  ordeynid  by  auctorite  aboueseid 
that  if  any  Sherif  or  other  Officer  aforeseid  execute  not  the 
premisses  as  is  aboueseid  of  euery  Vagabund  heremyte  or  begger 
able  to  labur  or  clerk  pilgryme  or  Shipman  as  ofte  as  any  such 
comyth  in  his  sight  or  that  he  hath  thereof  knowlieg  wftbin  the 
Toun  where  he  hath  auctorite  ruill  or  gouernaunce  that  as  ofte 
as  any  such  of  the  seid  mysdoers  abidyng  there  by  the  space  of 
a  daye  departen  unexamyned  and  unpunysshed  as  is  aboueseid 
for  euery  mysdoer  so  departed  he  to  losse  xx  d.  And  that  the 
lorde  of  euery  lete  \vltbin  this  realme  and  the  Sheriff  in  his  Tourn 
have  auctorite  to  enquiere  therof  in  his  lete  and  Tourn  and 
the  lorde  of  the  lete  to  have  for  euery  defaute  as  is  aboueseid 
xx  d.  And  the  Sheriff  to  enquere  in  his  Tourn  of  such  escaped 
wlthin  the  iurisdiccion  of  his  Tourn  and  to  haue  xx  d.  for 
euery  such  defaute  found  in  his  Tourn.  And  that  the  penaltie 
lymitted  by  this  ordenannce  to  be  forfeyted  by  any  officer  or 
any  other  persone  for  nonpunysshment  of  vagabunds  and  other 
mysrulyd  persones  wltbin  euery  Citie  where  Maire  and  Aldremen 
be  that  the  profits  of  euery  such  penaltie  be  unto  the  Alderman 
of  euery  warde  where  such  forfaiture  ys  hadd  or  made  to  his 
owen  use  and  pronte.  And  also  it  is  ordeyned  and  enacted  by 
the  seid  auctorite  that  is  shalbe  laufull  to  euery  man  entitled 
to  haue  the  seid  penaltie  to  distrayn  for  it  in  like  wise  as  the 
lorde  of  any  lete  may  do  for  mcrcymerits  and  fynes  hadd  and 
assessed  in  the  same  lete. 

And  furthermore  it  is  ordeyned  and  enacted  by  the  seid 
auctorite  that  noon  apprentise  ne  serua"nte  of  husbondry 
labourer  ne  scl'uannte  Artificer  playe  at  the  tablys  from  the 
x  daye  of  January  nexte  comyng  but  onely  for  mete  and  drink 
nor  at  the  Tenes  Clossh1  dyse  Cardys  Bowlys  nor  any  other 


1  "CloBsh"  (usually  spelt  closh)  wag  an  unlawful  game  forbidden  first  by  17  Edward  IV.  It  la 
said  to  have  b«en  the  same  as  nlno-plns,  and  Is  called  closhcayles  In  33  Henry  VIII,  by  which  statute  the 
game  was  made  legal.  It  was  also  called  kailes  or  kittles  (mod.  skittles). 
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unlaufull  game  in  no  wise  oute  of  Cristynmas  and  in  Cristynmas 
to  playe  onely  in  the  dwellyng  hous  of  his  Maister  or  where  the 
Maister  or  any  of  the  seid  seruannts  is  presente  uppon  payn  of 
imprisonament  by  the  space  of  a  daye  in  the  Stokks  openly. 
And  that  the  housholder  where  disyng  Cardyng  Tenes  playing 
Bowlis  Closshe  or  any  other  unlaufull  game  aforerehersed 
shalbe  used  other  wise  then  is  aforerehersed.  And  that  laufully 
be  presented  before  lustics  of  the  peax  and  Maire  Sheriff  in  his 
Tourn  and  Steward  in  his  lete  or  by  examynacion  hadd  before 
the  seid  lustics  of  the  peax  that  processe  be  made  uppon  the 
same  as  uppon  indytement  of  trespas  ayenst  the  Kyngs  peace. 
And  that  the  seid  mysdoer  be  admyttid  to  no  fyne  under  the 


Et  hoc  sub  periculo  incumbenti  nullatenus  omittas.  Teste 
me  ipso  apud  Westmonasterinm  viii  die  Januarii  Anno  regni  nostri 
undecimo. 
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some  of  vi  s.  viii  d.  And  that  it  be  lefull  to  ii  of  the  lustics  of 
the  peax  wherof  one  shalbe  of  the  quorum  witbin  their  auctorite 
to  reiecte  and  put  awey  commen  ale  sellyng  in  Tounes  and 
places  where  they  shall  think  conuenyent  and  to  take  suertie 
of  the  kepars  of  the  ale  houses  of  their  good  behauyng  by  the 
discrecion  of  the  seid  lustics  and  in  the  same  to  be  aduysed 
and  agreid  at  the  tyme  of  their  Sessions  prouydid  alwey  that 
dimynycion  of  punysshment  of  Vagabunds  and  beggers  may 
and  shalbe  hadd  for  women  great  witu  child  men  and  women 
in  extreme  sekenesse  by  hym  that  hath  auctorite  to  do  the 
seid  punysshment  this  acte  notwithstondyng. 


[TRANSLATION.] 

And  in  no  wise  shalt  thou  omit  to  do  this  on  peril  of  your 
head. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  eighth  day  of 
January,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  our  reign.  [1496.] 
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Letters 
Patent  of 
the  Grant 
of  License 
For  holding 
Frinity  Fair 
to  the 
Mayor  and 
Community 
D  f South- 
ampton. 


No.   XII. 

ii  HENRY  VII1  (1496). 

HENRICUS  del  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae.  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint  salutem. 

Sciatis  nos  propter  devocionem  quam  gerimns  ad  sanetam  et 
gloriosam  virginem  dei  matrem  ac  propter  amorem  quern 
habemus  et  a  diu  habuimns  ad  villam  nostram  de  Southamtona 
considerantes  qnod  ex  confluencia  subditorum  nostrorum  et 
aliorum  extraneorum  dicta  Villa  in  bonis  magis  ac  magis 
indies  prosperari  et  relevari  poterit.  Et  ut  maior  infutur0 
p°puli  confluencia  ibidem  fieri  valeat  ex  gratia  nostra  speciali  ac 
ex  mero  motu  nostro  concessisse  dilectis  nobis  in  Chrlsto  maiori 
Aldermannis  vicecomitibus  Ballivis  Burgensibus  et  Commnnitati 
dlctae  Villae  Southampton™5  ac  eorum  Successoribus  necnon 
Willelmo  Gefferey  heremitae  capellae  saactae  Trinitatis  et  beatae 
Mariae  predictae  Nundinas  sive  feriam  apud  et  circa  Capellam 
sanctae  et  individuae  Trinitatis  predictae  iuxta  dictam  Villam 
Southampton*"21  annuatim  tenendam  in  festo  sauctae  Trinitatis 
suprascript°  et  per  tres  dies  immediate  post  festum  illud 
sequent68  in  qua  quidem  Capella  dicta  gloriosa  virgo  a  Christi 
fidelibus  saepe  numero  honeratur  habendnm  et  tenendum  dictas 
Nundinas  sive  feriam  cum  liberis  ingressu  et  egressu  subditis 
nostris  de  et  ad  Nundinas  sive  feriam  predictam  mercando 
venientibn5  prefatis  maiori  Aldermannis  Vicecomitibus  Ballivis 
Burgensibus  et  Comnmnitati  Villae  ante  dictae  et  eorum  success- 
oribus  Villae  ip'ius  necnon  Willelmo  Gefferey  heremitae  in  dlcto 
festo  et  tribus  diebus  ut  premittitur  tenendam  qnamdiu  nob18 
placuerit.  Absque  aliquo  comp^o  inde  reddendo.  In  cuius 
rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimns  patentes. 

Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonasterium  xix  die  Julii  Anno  regni 
nostri  undecimo. 


i  The  Manuscripts  Commission  ascribe  this  document  to  Henry  VI.  But  from  the  mention  of 
sheriffs  this  cannot  be,  as  the  first  sheriff  was  not  appointed  until  May  1st,  1447  (26  Henry  TI) 
(«.  Charters  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  p.  70).  The  Journal  for  the  year  1646  (August  28th)  makes 
mention  of  a  charter  of  2  Henry  IV  (1400),  and  one  of  2  Richard  III  (1484),  for  holding  this  fair.  It  is 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
corne,  greeting. 

Know  ye  that  we,  on  account  of  the  devotion  which  we  bear 
to  the  holy  and  glorious  virgin,  the  mother  of  God,  and  on 
account  of  the  love  which  we  have  and  long  have  had  for  our 
town  of  Southampton,  considering  that,  from  the  confluence 
of  our  subjects  and  other  foreigners,  the  said  town  may  become 
daily  more  and  more  prosperous  and  relieved.  And  as  in  the 
future  there  may  be  a  greater  confluence  of  people,  of  our 
special  grace  and  mere  motion,  it  has  pleased  us  to  grant,  to 
our  beloved  in  Christ,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  sheriffs,  bailiffs, 
burgesses  and  community  of  the  said  town  of  Southampton, 
and  their  successors,  also  to  William  Gefferey,  hermit  of  the 
chapel  of  the  Holy  Trinity  and  of  the  blessed  Mary  aforesaid, 
a  market  or  fair  at  and  about  the  chapel  of  the  Holy  and 
Indivisible  Trinity  aforesaid  near  the  town  of  Southampton,  to 
be  held  every  year  on  the  feast  of  the  Holy  Trinity  abovesaid, 
and  for  the  three  days  ensuing  immediately  after  that  feast,  in 
which  chapel  the  said  glorious  virgin  is  often  worshipped  by 
the  faithful  followers  of  Christ,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
market  or  fair,  with  free  ingress  and  egress  to  our  subjects  of 
and  to  the  market  or  fair  aforesaid,  for  selling  to  all  comers,  on 
the  part  of  the  aforesaid  mayor,  aldermen,  sheriffs,  bailiffs, 
burgesses  and  community  of  the  town  aforesaid  and  their 
successors  of  the  same  town,  also  to  William  Gefferey,  hermit, 
to  be  held  on  the  said  feast  day  and  the  three  following  days 
as  is  lawful,  as  long  as  shall  please  us  ;  without  any  duty  to  be 
rendered  thence. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
July,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  our  reign.  [1496.] 


tolerably  certain  that  the  above  is  a  grant  of  confirmation.  Dr.  Speed  say«  that  the  remains  of  the 
chapel  were  standing  a  few  years  before  he  wrote  his  history.  For  further  information  v.  Daviee, 
llitt.  of  Southampton,  pp.  S30  et  teq. 
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Exemplifi- 
cation of 
the  Record 
at  West- 
minster of 
proceedings 
before  the 
Justices  of 
the  Common 
Bench, 
when  John 
Rogers  and 
others,  of 
Lymington, 
were  sum- 
moned to 
answer  the 
Mayor,  etc., 
of  South- 
ampton, in 
respect  to 
Petty 
Customs. 


No.  XIII. 

23   HENRY  VII   (1507). 

HENRICUS  dei  gratla  (R)ex  Angliae  et  Franclae  et  Dominus 
Hiberniae.  Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint  salntem. 

Sciatis  quod  inter  Prita  Irrotulatorum  apud  WestmonasteriTJin 
coram  Roberto  Rede1  milite  et  sociis  suis  Iusticlarlls  nostris  de 
Banco.  Dle  Prim°  sancti  Hillarii  anno  regni  nostri  vicesimo 
secundo  MDVI  Suth.  Johannes  Rogers  nuper  de  Lemyngtona2 
in  Comltatu  predlcto  Maryner  Robertus  Tanner  de  Lemyngtona 
in  Comltatu  predicto  Tanner  Ricardus  Bent  de  Lemyngtona  in 
Comitatu  predicto  Marchaunt  et  Robertus  Quyk  de  Lemyngton* 
in  Comltatu  predlcto  Weyner  summonati  fuer™1  ad  respondendum 
Maiori  ballivis  burgensibus  et  Commnnitate  Villae  domini  Regis 
Suthan'1)tonae  qu°dque  omnes  iidem  Maior  ballivi  burgenses  et 
Communitas  habeant  et  habere  debeant  eorumque  predecessores 
Maior  Ballivi  burgenses  et  Commnnitas  eiusdem  Villae  pro  tempore 
existentes  a  tempore  quo  non  extat  memoria  habere  consueverint 
certas  parvas  custumas  de  omnibus  mercibus  victualibus  et 
mercandisis  tarn  in  Portum  Villae  predlctae  Ac  in  singula  crecas 
portus  et  loca  eidem  portui  adiacent18  inducend18  quam  ab 
eisdem  aducendis  videllcet  de  quollbet  quarterio  frumenti  unum 
obolum,  de  quolibet  quatcrio  brasii3  unum  obolum,  de  quolibct 
quarterio  salis  unum  obolum,  de  quallbet  Centena  pisciu™  sals- 
orum  duos  denarios,  de  qualibet  Centena  Congri  quatuor  denarios, 
de  qualibet  butta4  Salmonis  octo  denarios,  de  qualibet  lasta8 
alb°rum  allecium  duos  solidos,  de  qualibet  lasta  rubiorum 
allecium  decem  denarios,  de  quallbet  Centena  ulnarum  Canobii 
duos  denarios,  de  quolibet  doleo  vini  quatuor  denarios,  de  qualibet 
Centena  ferri  decem  denarios,  de  quallbet  (sic)  doleo  olei  sex- 
decim  denarios,  de  quolibet  Sacco  lanae  quatuor  denarios,  de 


1  Sir  Robert  Rede  was  educated  at  Magdalene  College  (then  called  Buckingham  College),  Cam- 
bridge.   He  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench  la  1495,  and  Chief  Justice  of  Common  Pleas  In 
1506.    He  was  one  of  the  executors  of  Henry  VII.    He  established  a  fellowship  at  Jesus  College  and 
also  the  Rede  lectures  in  humanity,  logic  and  philosophy.    He  died  in  1519. 

2  The  admiralty  jurisdiction  was  first  granted  by  charter,  30  Henry  VI  (1451);  the  extent  of  it 
was  to  be  the  extremities  of  the  ancient  port,  that  is  to  say,  from  Langston  on  the  east,  including  the 
port  of  Portumue  (Portsmouth),  and  from  Hurst  on  the  west.    The  harbours  within  the  jurisdiction 
included  Hamele-on-the-Rice  (Harnble),  Linneustone  (Lymington),  Scharprixe  (on  the  east  side  of 
Lymington  river,  south  of  Walhampton),  Kyhaveu  (KeyhaTen)  and  Rumbridge  (probably  either  Red- 
bridge  or  Bllng)  (v.  original  Indenture  of  lease  of  town  customs  granted  to  Peter  de  Lyons,  1302). 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  come, 
greeting. 

Know  ye  that  among  the  pleas  of  the  rolls  at  Westminster, 
in  the  presence  of  Sir  Robert  Rede  and  his  colleagues,  our 
judges  of  the  Bench,  on  the  first  day  of  St.  Hilary  (term),  in 
the  twenty-second  year  of  our  reign,  1506,  at  Southampton, 
John  Rogers,  late  of  Lymington,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
mariner,  Robert  Tanner,  of  Lymington,  in  the  county  afore- 
said, tanner,  Richard  Bent,  of  Lymington,  etc.,  merchant,  and 
Robert  Quyk,  of  Lymington,  etc.,  wagoner,  were  summoned 
to  answer  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgesses  and  community  of 
the  lord  king's  town  of  Southampton,  and  that  all  the  said 
mayor,  etc.,  have  and  should  have,  and  their  predecessors  the 
mayor,  etc.,  of  the  same  town  for  the  time  being,  from  time 
out  of  mind  have  been  wont  to  have,  certain  petty  customs  of 
all  wares,  victuals  and  merchandise  imported  as  well  into  the 
port  of  the  town  aforesaid,  and  into  singular  the  creeks,  ports 
and  places  adjacent  to  the  same  port,  as  exported  from  the 
same,  to  wit,  of  every  quarter  of  corn,  one  half-penny  ;  of  every 
quarter  of  malt,  one  half-penny ;  of  every  quarter  of  salt,  one 
half -penny ;  of  every  hundredweight  of  salt  fish,  twopence  ;  of 
every  hundredweight  of  conger,  fourpence ;  of  every  butt  of 
salmon,  eightpence ;  of  every  last  of  white  herrings,  two 
shillings ;  of  every  last  of  red  herrings,  tenpence ;  of  every 
hundredweight  of  ells  of  hemp,  twopence ;  of  every  cask  of 
wine,  fourpence ;  of  every  hundredweight  of  iron,  tenpence ; 
of  every  cask  of  oil,  sixteenpence ;  of  every  sack  of  wool,  four- 


3  Bratium  is  often  equivalent  to  cerevitia  (beer).    "  Brasse  pro  cerevlsla  dixere  veteres  nostrl" 
(Du  Cange).    But  here  It  evidently  means  brace,  a  kind  of  malt. 

*  A  butt  contained  15|  bushels. 

*  A  last  of  white  herrings  =  12  barrels ;  of  red  herrings  =  20  cades  or  thousands ;  of  pllchairds  = 
10,000  ;  of  corn  =  10  quarters ;  of  wool  =  12  sacks ;  of  leather  =  JO  dickers  or  10  score ;  of  hides  = 
12  dozen ;  of  pitch,  tar  or  ashes  =  14  barrels. 
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quollbet  Pan  no  laneo  duos  denarios,  et  pro  non  soluc'one  earundem 
custumarum  a  tempore  predicto  distringere  solebant  in  Succursum 
et  relevamen  solucVis  feodi  firmae  ducentarum  et  viginti 
librarum1  quas  iidem  Maior  ballivi  burgenses  Commnnitas  domino 
Regi  ad  Scaccarium  suum  annuatim  solvere  tenentnr  et  licet 
ipse  Custumas  predictas  de  quibusdam  mercibus  victualibus  et 
Mercandisis  in  Crecam  sive  aquam  de  lemyngton8  predicta  qutte 
scita  est  infra  bordas  (?)  et  limitas  dlctae  (sic]  portus  et  villae 
Suthampton86  et  eisdem  Villae  portui  quo  ad  Custumas  predictas 
percipiendas  ab  antique  spectant1"  et  pertinentnr  videlicet  de 
viginti  quarteriis  frumenti  decem  denarlos  de  quadraginta 
quarteriis  ordei  viginti  denarios,  de  quater  viginti  quarteriis  salis 
tres  solidos  et  quatuor  denarios,  de  septingentis  quinquaginta 
et  sex  pissibus  salsis  undecim  denar103,  de  duabus  firth  Kyns2 
Salmonu™  duos  denarios,  et  de  quatuordecim  lastis  alborum 
allecium  viginti  et  octo  solidos  in  quadam  navi  Roberti  Harrys, 
necnon  de  quadringent'8  et  quinquaginta  ulnis  Canobii3  novem 
denarlos,  de  Centum  Saccis  lanae  triginta  et  tres  solidos  et 
quatuor  denar103,  et  de  decem  pannis  laneis  Anglic13  decem 
denar108,4  in  alia  navi  Jobannis  Malege  nuper  adduct8  per  Gilbertum 
Montague  deputatum  dictorum  Maioris  ballivorum  burgenslnm 
et  Communitatls  ad  huiusmodi  Custumas  exigendas  et  levand88 
assignatas  de  prefat°  Roberto  Harryes  et  Johaane  Malege  petierunt. 

Et  idem  Gilbertus  pro  non  solvend0  Custumarum  predictarnm 
nomine  ipsorum  Maiorum  (sic)  ballivorum  burgensiu™  et 
Cominunitatis  apud  Lemyngtonau)  predictam  prout  antiquitus 
fieri  consuevit  distrinxisse  voluisset  predict5  Johnnues  Rogers 
Robertus  Tanner  et  Robertus  Quyk  prefatuni  Gilbertum  quo 
minus  ipse  districcionem  predictam  facere  et  seperales  summas 
predlctas  levari  poterint  ibidem  vi  et  armis  impedierunt  et  illam 
fieri  non  sinebant  set  summas  illas  ad  usum  et  proficuuni  dictae 
Villae  de  Lemyngton8  perceperunt  et  levaverunt  pcr  quod  iidem 
Maior  ballivi  burgenses  et  Coinwunitas  proficuuul  Custumae 
suae  predlctae  amiserunt  ad  dampnum  ip'orum  Maioris  ballivorum 
burgensiu™  et  Commtmitatis  quadraginta  librarum  etc. 

Et  unde  iidem  Maior  ballivi  burgenses  et  Comniuuitas  Villae 
domlni  Regis  de  Suthamptona  per  Johannem  Wynterfelk  attornum 


1  The  fee-farm  was  originally  £200,  but  Edward  I  raised  it  40  marks  (£J6  13s.  4d.),  so  the  £220  mutt 
be  the  approximate  amount. 

2  A  flrkin  (fourth-kin)  =  quarter  of  a  barrel  =  7J  gallons. 
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pence  ;  of  every  woollen  cloak,  twopence  ;  and  for  non-payment 
of  the  same  customs  from  the  time  aforesaid  they  were  wont  to 
distrain  in  succour  and  relief  of  the  payment  of  the  fee-farm  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  which  the  same  mayor,  etc., 
are  held  to  pay  yearly  to  the  lord  king  into  his  treasury,  and 
himself  allows  the  customs  aforesaid  of  certain  wares,  victuals 
and  merchandise  to  be  brought  into  the  creek  or  water  of 
Lymington  aforesaid,  which  is  situated  within  the  bounds  and 
limits  of  the  said  port  and  town  of  Southampton,  which  belong 
and  pertain  to  the  same  town  and  port  from  of  old  as  far  as 
touch  the  customs  aforesaid,  to  wit,  of  twenty  quarters  of  corn, 
tenpence  ;  of  forty  quarters  of  barley,  twenty-pence ;  of  eighty 
quarters  of  salt,  three  shillings  and  fourpence ;  of  756  salt 
fish,  elevenpence ;  of  two  firkins  of  salmon,  twopence  ;  and  of 
fourteen  lasts  of  white  herrings,  twenty-eight  shillings,  in  a 
ship  of  Robert  Harrys ;  also  of  450  ells  of  hemp,  ninepence ; 
of  a  hundred  sacks  of  wool,  thirty-three  shillings  and  fourpence  ; 
and  of  ten  English  woollen  cloaks,  tenpence,  in  another  ship 
of  John  Malege,  lately  brought  in  by  Gilbert  Montague,  deputy 
of  the  said  mayor,  etc.,  for  demanding  and  levying  such  customs, 
and  these  customs  they  have  required  from  the  aforesaid  Robert 
Harrys  and  John  Malege. 

And  (whereas)  the  same  Gilbert,  for  non-payment  of  the 
customs  aforesaid,  in  the  name  of  the  same  mayor,  etc.,  had 
wished  to  distrain  at  Lymington,  as  it  was  wont  to  be  done 
from  of  old,  the  aforesaid  John  Rogers,  Robert  Tanner  and 
Robert  Quyk  have  there  prevented  by  force  and  arms  the 
aforesaid  Gilbert  from  causing  the  distraint  aforesaid  and  the 
separate  sums  to  be  levied,  and  did  not  allow  it  to  be  made, 
but  have  received  and  levied  those  sums  for  the  use  and  profit 
of  the  said  town  of  Lymington,  whereby  the  same  mayor,  etc., 
have  lost  the  profit  of  the  customs  aforesaid,  to  the  loss  to  the 
same  mayor,  etc.,  of  forty  pounds. 

And  wherefrom  the  same  mayor,  etc.,  by  John  Wynterfelk, 
their  attorney,  complain  that  all  the  same  mayor,  etc.,  have 


3  Canobiitm  must  be  the  Latin  cannabit,  hemp  (A.-S. :  henep). 

*  But  above  the  toll  on  each  Is  3d.,  therefore  the  total  ought  to  be  1/8. 
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suum  queruntnr  quod  omnes  iidem  Maior  ballivi  burgenses  et 
£ommnn^as  habeant  et  habere  debeant  eorumque  successores 
Maiores  ballivi  burgenses  et  Commnnitas  eiusdem  villae  pro 
tempore  existentes  a  tempore  quo  non  extat  memoria  hubere 
consueverint  certas  parvas  custumas  de  omnibus  Maioribus 
(?  Mercibus)  Victualibus  et  mercandisis 

From   "  mercandisis "   down    to   "  quadraginta  librarum  "  is 
repeated  with  the  following  variations  : — 

1.  "  dolio  "  for  "  doleo." 

2.  "  ad  Sc'Viu111  ipsius  domlni  Regis." 

3.  "de  quibus  mercibus  quae  empta  est." 

4.  "infra  bundas"  ("et  limites"  omitted). 

5.  "  1756  pissibus  salsis  quindecim  denarios." 

6.  "  Robcrti  Harryes." 

7.  "  de  centum  sacas  lanae." 

8.  "Johanne  Malege  decimo  nono  die  Februarii  anno 

regni    domini    Regis     nunc     vicesimo     primo 
petierunt." 

9.  "  Pro  non  soluc^e." 

10.  "  Eisdem  die  et  anno  apud  Lemyngton." 

11.  "  Ricardus  et  Robertus  Quyk." 

12.  "ibidem    die    anno    predictis    vi    et    armis    videlicet 

gladiis  baculis  et   cultell13  impediverunt." 

Et  inde  producimTls  sectam  etc.  Et  pred1cti  Johannes  Rogers 
Robertus  Tanner  Ricardus  et  Robertus  Quyk  per  Willhelmnm 
Wolf  attornatnm  suum  venernnt.  Et  dicnnt  quod  ipsi  non  possunt 
dedicere  acc'o^m  predictorum  Maioris  ballivorum  burgensiu™  et 
Coramunitatis  predictam  necquam  predlcti  Maior  ballivi  burgenses 
et  Coramnnitas  habeant  et  habere  debeant  eorumque  successores 
Maiores  ballivi  burgenses  et  Comumnitas  eiusdem  Villae  pro 
tempore  existentes  a  tempore  quo  non  existat  memoria  habere 
consueverint  certas  pnrvas  custumas  de  omnibus  mercibus 
victualibus  et  mercandisis 

From  "  mercandisis  "  to  "  Scaccarium  "  is  repeated  as  before. 
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and  ought  to  have,  and  their  successors,  the  mayors,  etc.,  for 
the  time  being,  have  been  wont  to  have,  from  time  without 
memory,  certain  petty  customs  of  all  wares,  provisions  and 
merchandise 


And  therefore  we  bring  forward  this  suit,  etc.  And  the  afore- 
said John  Rogers,  Robert  Tanner,  Richard  and  Robert  Quyk, 
by  their  attorney,  William  Wolf,  have  come.  And  they  say 
that  they  cannot  defend  the  action  of  the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc., 
and  that  the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  have  and  ought  to  have, 
and  their  successors,  the  mayors,  etc.,  have  been  wont  to  have, 
certain  petty  customs  of  all  wares,  provisions  and  merchandise 
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ad  Scaccarium  ipsius  domini  Regis  annuatim  solver6  tenentlir 
modo  et  forma  predictis  specificatis  necquam  ipsi  prefatum 
Gilbertum  quominus  ipse  districcionem  predictam  facere  et 
separales  summas  predictas  levari  potuit  apud  lemyngtonam 
predictam  die  et  anno  predlctis  vi  et  armis  impediverunt  et 
earn  fieri  non  sinebant  necquam  ipsi  sunt  culpabiles  de  tota 
transgressione  predicta  prout  predicti  Maior  ballivi  burgenses  et 

Commnnitas  superius  versus  eos  queruntnr  ob  quod  iidem  Maior 
ballivi  burgenses  et  Comm"uitas  dampna  sua  occasione  trans- 

gressionis      p^ic^      ^r^        prefatum        Johannem        Rogers       Robertum 

Tanner  Ricar<Jum  et  Robertum  Quyk  recuperare  debeant  set 
quia  nescit  Curla  hie  quae  dampna  iidem  Maior  ballivi 
burgenses  et  Communitas  sustinuerunt  accasione  transgressionis 
predictae  prescrlptnm  est  vicomltl  quod  per  sacrnm  proborum  et 
legalinm  hominnm  de  Comitate  sua  diligent"  inquirat  quae 
dampna  predlcti  Maior  ballivi  burgenses  et  Commnuitas  sustin- 
uerunt tarn  occaslone  transgressionis  predictae  qtiam  pro  misa  et 
custag10  suis  per  ipsos  circa  sectam  suam  in  hac  parte 
appointatam.  Et  inquisicionem  quam  etc.  constar6  facu  Iusticlar"8 
hie  a  die  Paschae  in  tres  septimanas  sub  sigillo  et  Sigillis  etc. 
Ad  quam  diem  hie  venernnt  predlcti  Maior  ballivi  Burgenses  et 
Commnnitas  Vill'e  Suthamptonae  per  attornatum  suum  predlctum.  Et 
vicomes  modo  mandavit  quandam  Inquisic5onem  coram  ipso 
captam  apud  lemyngtonam  in  Comittttu  predicto  vicesimo  die 
Marcii  anno  regni  domini  Regis  nunc  vicesimo.  Ac  virtute 
brevis  predicti  eidem  vicomiti  direct1  per  sacrnm  xii  etc.  Qui 
dicunt  supra  attornatum  suum  q"°d  predlcti  Maior  ballivi  burgenses 
et  Commnnitas  villae  Suthamptonae  sustinuerunt  dampna  occasione 

transgressionis    p^ic^    ultra     misam    et     custaglnm    gua    per    ipsQS    cifca 

sectam  suam  hac  parte  appointatam  ad  trig  (a  hole  in  the 
parchment)  marcas. 

Et  quia  Iusticiarius  hie  se  avisare  voluit  de  et  sup™  premissis 
priusqnam  iudicinm  inde  reddant  dies  data  est  prefatis  Maiori 
Ballivis  Burgensibus  et  Commnnitati  hie  usque  in  Octavis  Sanctae 
Trinitatis  iudicio  suo  inde  audiendo  eo  qnod  Iusticiarius  nondum 
etc.  Ad  quern  diem  hie  (hole)  predlcti  Maior  ballivi  Burgenses 
et  Commnnitas  Villae  Suthamptonae  per  attornatnm  suum  predictnm. 
Et  supra  hoc  visis  et  audit13  premissis  et  per  Curiam  hie  plenius 
intellect18  constltntum  est  qT10d  predlcti  Maior  ballivus  Burgens68 
et  Commnnitas  recuperent  versus  predictos  Johannem  Rogers 
Robertum  Tanner  Ricardnm  et  Robertum  Quyk  dampna  sua 
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to  the  treasury  of  the  same  lord  king  annually  are  bound  to 
pay  in  the  manner  and  form  aforesaid  specified,  nor  have  they 
hindered  the  aforesaid  Gilbert  from  making  the  distraint  afore- 
said and  from  causing  the  separate  sums  aforesaid  to  be  levied, 
by  force  and  arms,  at  the  aforesaid  Lymington  on  the  day  and 
year  aforesaid,  and  they  did  not  allow  it  to  be  done,  nor  are 
they  culpable  for  the  whole  transgression  aforesaid,  as  the  afore- 
said mayor,  etc.,  make  complaint  above  against  them,  wherefore 
the  same  mayor,  etc.,  ought  to  recover  the  losses  on  the  occasion 
of  the  transgression  aforesaid  against  the  aforesaid  John  Rogers, 
Robert  Tanner,  Richard  and  Robert  Quyk,  but  because  the 
court  here  is  ignorant  of  what  losses  the  same  mayor,  etc.,  have 
sustained  on  the  occasion  of  the  transgression  aforesaid,  it  has 
been  notified  to  the  sheriff  that  by  the  oath  of  honest  and  loyal 
men  of  the  community  he  should  carefully  inquire  what  losses 
the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  have  sustained  as  well  on  the  occasion 
of  the  transgression  aforesaid  as  for  their  expenses  and  costs 
incurred  by  them  concerning  their  suit  in  this  part.  And  the 
inquisition  which,  etc.,  he  has  made  before  the  justices  here 
from  Easter  three  weeks  under  the  seal  and  seals,  etc.  On 
which  day  the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  came  here  by  their 
attorney  aforesaid.  And  the  sheriff  lately  ordered  a  certain 
inquisition  in  his  presence  held  at  Lymington,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  in  the  twentieth  year 
of  the  reign  of  the  present  lord  king.  And  by  virtue  of  the  writ 
aforesaid  directed  to  the  same  sheriff  on  the  oath  of  twelve,  etc., 
who  say  by  their  attorney  that  the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  have 
sustained  losses  on  the  occasion  of  the  transgression  aforesaid 
beyond  the  expenses  and  costs  by  them  concerning  their  suit 
appointed  in  this  part  up  to  thirty  (?)  marks. 

And  because  the  justice  here  wished  to  advise  himself  of  and 
concerning  the  premisses,  before  they  give  judgment,  a  date 
has  been  appointed  for  the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  here  up  to 
the  octave  of  Holy  Trinity,  for  hearing  his  judgment  wherein 
the  justice  not  yet,  etc.  On  which  day  here  (shall  appear)  the 
aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  by  their  attorney  aforesaid. 

And  concerning  this  the  premisses  being  seen  and  heard,  and 
by  the  court  here  more  fully  understood,  it  has  been  determined 
that  the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  shall  recover  from  the  aforesaid 
John  Rogers,  Robert  Tanner,  Richard  and  Robert  Quyk,  their 
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predicta  ad  octo  libras  tres  solidos  et  quatuor  denarlosl  per 
inquisicVem  predictam  superius  compertam.  Et  iidem  Johannes 
Rogers  Robertus  Tanner  Ricardus  et  Robertus  Quyk  capiantur 
etc.  Quae  omnia  et  singnla  ad  requisicionem  predictornm 
Maioris  ballivorum  Burgensium  et  Communitatis  Villae  predictae 
tenore  presencium  duximus  exemplificand0. 

In  Cuius  Rei  testimonium  Sigillum  nostrnm  ad  brevia  in  Banco 
Sigillandnm  deputat18  presentibus  appointatls  fecimus.  Teste 
R.  Rede  Milite  apud  Westmonasterimn  xii  die  Novembr58  anno 


egni    nostri 


l  The  sum  total  of  the  tolls  claimed  on  the  smuggled  goods  amounts  to  £3  9s.  lOd.  (or  £3  10s.  8d. 
if  the  correction  for  woollen  cloaks  be  made);  therefore  the  difference,  £4  13s.  6d.,  imist  be  the  legal 
costs. 
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losses  aforesaid  up  to  eight  pounds,  three  shillings  and  four- 
pence,  by  the  inquest  aforesaid  above  found.  And  the  same 
John  Rogers,  etc.,  shall  be  taken,  etc.,  all  which  and  singular, 
at  the  request  of  the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  by  tenor  of  these 
presents  we  have  considered  should  be  exemplified. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be  affixed 
to  the  writs  on  the  Bench  in  the  presence  of  the  deputies 
appointed. 

Witnessed  by  Sir  R.  Rede  at  Westminster  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  November,  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  our  reign.  [1507.] 
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24  HENRY  VII  (1508). 

Confirmation  HENRICUS  del  gratia  Rex  Angliae  et  Franciae  et  DonVs 
Edward  IV  Hibernlae  Edwardo  Beltknap  Armigero  Magistro  prorogativae 
totahefineS  n°strae  sive  eius  deputato  vel  deputatis  in  Comltatn  Suthaniptonlae 
ac  in  Comitatu  villae  Suthamptouiae  salutem. 

Cum  dominlls  Edwardus  nuper  Rex  Angllae  quartus  vicesimo 
die  Augusti  Anno  regni  sui  vicesimo1  per  litteras  suas  patentes 
quas  nos  vicesimo  octavo  die  Novembr1  Anno  regni  nostri 
quarto2  confirmavimus  de  gratla  sua  speciali  intra  alia  con- 
cesserit  Maiori  Ballivis  et  burgensibus  Villae  Suthamptoniae  et 
successoribus  suis  quod  ipsi  imperpetnnm  haberent  infra  Villam 
libertatem  et  precinctum  eiusdem  Villae  in  supportacjonem 
solucjonis  feodi  firmae  eiusdem  Villae  omnes  et  omnimodos 
fines  pro  licencia  concordandi3  ac  omnimoda  alia  fines  exitus 
redempcVes  amerciamenta  forisfacturas  et  deperdita  omuinm 
residencium  ac  omnium  integre  tenencium  et  non  integre 
tenencium  infra  Villam  Suthamptoniae  predictam  infra  libertatem 
et  precinctum  eiusdem  Villae  tam  coram  predlctis  Maiore  et 
Ballivis  et  successoribus  suis  in  Curia  sua  et  heredum  suorum 
qnam  coram  Custodibus  pacis  suae  et  heredDm  suorum  et 
Iusticlariis  suis  et  herednm  suorum  ad  felonias  transgressiones 
et  malefacta  infra  eadem  Villam  libertatem  et  precinctum 
audiend8  et  terminanda  qualitercumque  forisfacta  et  forisfienda 
ac  omnia  fines  exitus  redempc'ones  amerciamenta  forisfacturas 
et  deperdita  omninm  et  singulorum  residencium  et  non  residen- 
cium  ad  villam  Suthamptoniae  predictam  confiuencium  ac  omninm 
inhabitancium  necnon  omnium  integre  tenencium  et  non  integre 
tenenciu™  infra  eadem  Villam  libertatem  et  precinctum  pro 
quibuscumque  transgressionibus  oppressionibus  extorc'o^bus 
decepcionibus  conspiracVMbus  contemptibus  concelamentis 
regratarhs  forstallariis  manutenenciis  ambidextris  imbraciariis 
mesprisionibus  et  aliis  falsitatibus  et  aliis  delictis  quibus- 
cumque in  quibuscdmque  Curils  suis  et  heredum  suorum  tam 


1  v.  Charter*  of  Southampton,  Vol.  I,  p.  122. 

2  There  is  no  record  of  this  confirmation. 

3  Pro  licencia  concordandi,  or  leave  to  agree  a  suit.    When  the  defendant  knew  himself  to  be  In 
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Henry,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  Edward  Beltknap,  Esq.,  master  of  our 
prerogative,  or  his  deputy  or  deputies,  in  the  county  of  South- 
ampton and  in  the  county  of  the  town  of  Southampton, 
greeting. 

Whereas  the  Lord  Edward  the  Fourth,  late  king  of  England, 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  August,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his 
reign,  by  his  letters  patent  which  we  confirmed  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign,  of  our 
special  grace,  amongst  other  things  did  grant  to  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of  Southampton  and  their 
successors,  that  they  for  ever  should  have  within  the  town, 
liberties  and  precincts  of  the  same  town,  in  support  of  the 
payment  of  the  fee-farm  of  the  same  town,  all  and  all  kinds 
of  fines  pro  licencia  concordandi  and  all  other  fines,  issues, 
ransoms,  amercements,  forfeits  and  losses  of  all  residents  and 
of  all  tenants,  whole  or  in  part,  within  the  town  aforesaid 
and  within  the  liberties,  etc.,  as  well  in  the  presence  of  the 
aforesaid  mayor,  etc.,  in  his  court  or  that  of  his  heirs,  as  before 
the  guardians  of  the  peace  of  him  and  his  heirs  and  the  justices 
of  him  and  his  heirs,  for  hearing  and  terminating  felonies, 
transgressions  and  misdoings  within  the  same  town,  etc.,  in 
any  wise  forfeited  and  to  be  forfeited,  and  all  fines,  issues, 
ransoms,  amercements,  forfeits  and  losses  of  all  and  singular 
the  residents  and  non-residents  coming  to  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, and  of  all  the  inhabitants  and  also  of  all  tenants,  in 
part  or  in  whole,  within  the  same  town,  etc.,  for  any  soever 
transgressions,  oppressions,  extortions,  deceptions,  conspiracies, 
contempts,  concealments,  regratings,  forestallings,  maintenances, 
ambidexters,  imbracery,  misprisions  and  other  falsities  and 
crimes  whatsoever  forfeited  or  to  be  forfeited  in  any  soever 
courts  of  him  and  his  heirs,  as  well  in  the  presence  of  him  and 


the  wrong,  he  made  overtures  to  the  plaintiff.  But  having  given  pledges  to  prosecute  his  suit,  which  he 
endangered  if  he  abandoned  It,  he  applied  to  the  court  for  leave  to  make  the  matter  up.  This  leave 
was  granted  on  payment  to  the  king  of  a  flne,  called  the  king's  silver,  amounting  to  10/-  for  every 
mark  of  land. 
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coram  eo  et  heredibus  suis  Iustic!ariis  suis  et  heredum  suorum 
de  Banco  Baronibus  de  Sc^c^io  suo  et  herednm  suorum  qnam 
quibuscumque  aliis  Iusticlarlis  sive  Commissionariis  suis  et 
herednm  suorum  forisfact18  et  forisfiendis  necnon  omnia  bona 
et  catalla  omninm  et  singulorum  huiusmodi  inhnbitancium 
integre  tenenciu™  et  non  integre  tenenciu™  ac  residencium 
infra  eadem  Villam  libertatem  et  precinctum  pro  prodic1one 
felonia  contemptu  transgressione  debito  compoto  vel  aliqua 
alia  acclone  sive  occasione  quacumque  ad  sectam  suam  vel 
herednm  suorum  aut  aliorum  quorumcumque  qualitercumque 
utlagatorum  et  Waiviatornm  et  utlagandorum  et  Waiviandornin 
infra  eadem  Villam  libertatem  et  precinctum  existencium 
inventa  vel  invenienda  prout  in  lltteris  suis  et  confirmacVe 
nostra  predictis  pienjus  continet". 

Vobis  mandamns  quod  prefatos  Maiorem  Ballivos  et  burgenses 
omnia  et  singula  libertates  ac  fines  exitus  et  amerciamenta 
predicta  et  cetera  permissa  habere  et  gaudere  permittatis  iuxta 
vim  formam  et  effcctnm  lltterarum  et  confirmac'onis  n°Ve 
pred!ctarum  et  ipsos  contra  tenorem  earundem  litterarum  et 
confirmacionis  n°Ve  predlctarum  non  molestetis  in  aliquo 
seu  gravetis. 

Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonasterinm  tercio  die  Februarii  Anno 

regni   nostri   vicesimO    quarto. 
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his  heirs,  his  justices  of  the  Bench,  his  barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
as  before  any  soever  other  justices  or  commissioners  of  him 
and  his  heirs,  also  all  the  goods  and  chattels  of  all  and 
singular  such  inhabitants,  etc.,  for  treason,  felony,  contempt, 
transgressions,  debt,  account,  or  any  other  action  or  occasion 
whatsoever  found  and  to  be  found,  at  the  suit  of  him  or  his 
heirs,  of  any  soever  outlawed  and  waived  and  to  be  outlawed 
and  waived  within  the  town,  etc.,  as  is  more  fully  contained 
in  his  letters  and  in  our  confirmation  aforesaid. 

We  command  you  that  ye  allow  the  aforesaid  mayor,  etc., 
to  have  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  liberties  and  fines, 
issues  and  amercements  aforesaid  and  other  grants,  according 
to  the  force,  form  and  effect  of  the  letters  and  our  confirmation 
aforesaid,  and  that  ye  do  not  molest  or  in  any  way  vex  the 
same  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  same  letters  and  our  con- 
firmation aforesaid. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  third  day  of 
February,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  our  reign.  [1508.] 
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14  HENRY  VIII  (1522). 

HENRICUS  octavus  dei  gratla  Angliae  et  Franciae  Rex  fidei 
Defensor  et  Dominus  Hiberniae  Maiori1  Villae  suae  Suthamptonac 
ac  Custodibus  pacis  suae  infra  eandem  Villam  necno11  Dilectis 
et  fidelibus  suis  Willelmo  Sandys2  Militi  Arthuro  Plantagenet3 
Militi  necnon  dilectis  sibi  Ricardo  Lister4  Willelmo  Pawlet5  et 
Jacobo  Bettys6  ac  Vicecomiti7  Villae  predlctae  saFfm. 

Cum  Franciscus8  Francorum  Rex  iuramenti  sui  immemor 
deumque  pro  oculis  minime  habens  tractatus  pacis  et  amicitiae 
antehac  intra  nos  et  ipsnm  conclusos  contra  dict"m  iusiurandum 
suum  pro  observaclone  eorundem  prestitum  veniendo  violavit 
nonsolum  pensiones  et  tribua*  annua  ac  maximas  pecuniarum 
summas  nob13  debitas  subtrahendo  subditosque  nostros  contra 
foedera  et  salvum  conductum  suum  captives  detinendo  et  tfcrra 
marique  spoliando  ac  deperdando. 

Necnon  ducem  Albaniae  in  Scotiam  ad  bellum  nob18  et  regno 
nostro  inferendum  contra  iuramentum  suum  mittendo  verum- 
etiam  regna  et  domlnia  charissimi  fratris  nostri  Caroli  Romanorum 
Imperatoris  electi  invadendo  quo  casu  per  foedera  dicto  fratri 
nostro  assistere  et  nos  contra  eundem  Francorum  Regem  hostes 


l  Walter  Baker  was  sheriff  in  1519,  mayor  1522,  and  again  in  1530  and  1531. 

*  Sir  W.  Sandys,  of  the  Vyne,  Basingstoke,  was  a  great  favourite  of  Henry  VIII,  who  often  visited 
the  Vyne,  once  with  Anne  Boleyn.  He  was  constable  of  Southampton  in  1510.  He  took  a  leading  part 
in  the  meeting  of  Henry  and  Francis  I  in  1520.  In  April,  1523,  he  was  created  Baron  Sandys.  He  died 
at  Calais  in  1540,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  Basingstoke. 

3  Sir  A.  Plantagenet  (1480-1542)  was  the  natural  son  of  Edward  IV  and  Elizabeth  Lucie.  On  his 
way  to  France  in  1513  he  was  wrecked  on  the  rocks  of  Brittany,  and  of  this  Admiral  Howard  writes  : 
"  When  he  was  in  extreme  danger  he  called  upon  Our  Lady  of  Walsingham  for  help,  and  offered  a  vow 
that  an  it  pleased  God  and  her  to  deliver  him  out  of  that  peril  he  would  never  eat  flesh  nor  fish  till  he 
had  seen  her."  In  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  sheriff  of  Hampshire.  In  1523  he  was  made  Viscount 
Lisle.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life  he  was  implicated  in  a  plot  to  deliver  Calais  (of  which  he  was  deputy) 
to  Cardinal  Pole.  Imprisoned  in  the  Tower,  he  died  of  joy  on  receiving  the  news  of  his  pardon.  The 
letters  of  himself  and  his  wife  throw  valuable  light  upon  the  domestic  life  of  this  period  (Wood's 
Ltttert  of  Royal  and  Illustrious  Ladiet). 

<  Sir  R.  Lister  was  Lord  Chief  Justice,  of  whom  some  interesting  facts  concerning  his  connection 
with  Southampton  are  given  in  Davies'  Hist,  of  Southampton,  pp.  383  et  seq.  He  was  closely  con- 
nected with  St.  Michael's  Church,  in  which  he  was  buried. 

5  William  Paulet  was  of  a  Somerset  family,  but  lived  in  Hampshire,  where  he  built  Basing  House. 
Born  in  1475,  he  was  so  extravagant  that  he  was  compelled  to  sell  his  lands  and  go  to  court,  where,  says 
Fuller, "on  the  bare  stock  of  lug  wit  he  trafficked  so  wisely  and  prospered  so  well  that  he  got,  spent  and 
left  more  than  any  subject  since  the  conquest."  He  wai  treasurer  of  the  household  of  Henry  VIII,  who 
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Henry  the  Eighth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England 
and  France,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  the 
mayor  of  his  town  of  Southampton,  and  to  the  guardians  of  his 
peace  within  the  same  town,  also  to  his  beloved  and  faithful 
Sir  William  Sandys,  Sir  Arthur  Plantagenet,  and  also  to  his 
beloved  Richard  Lister,  William  Pawlet  and  James  Bettys,  and 
to  the  sheriff  of  the  town  aforesaid,  greeting. 

Whereas  Francis,  king  of  the  French,  unmindful  of  his  oath 
and  not  having  God  before  his  eyes,  has  violated  the  treaties  of 
peace  and  friendship  heretofore  concluded  between  us  and  him, 
contrary  to  his  said  oath  given  for  the  observation  of  the  same, 
not  only  by  withholding  the  pensions  and  annual  tribute  and 
large  sums  of  money  due  to  us,  and  by  detaining  our  subjects 
prisoners  contrary  to  treaties  and  his  safe  conduct,  and  by 
spoiling  and  destroying  them  on  land  and  sea. 

Also  by  sending  the  Duke  of  Albany10  to  Scotland  to  make 
war  upon  us  and  our  realm  contrary  to  his  oath,  and  also  by 
invading  the  realms  and  dominions  of  our  beloved  brother 
Charles,  emperor  elect  of  the  Romans,  whereby  we  were  bound 
to  assist  our  said  brother  by  our  treaties,  and  to  declare  our- 
selves enemies  against  the  same  king  of  the  French.  And 


raised  him  to  the  peerage  and  gave  him  a  K.Q.  Edward  VI  made  him  Marquis  of  Winchester.  He  held 
office  under  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  "No  oake,  but  an  osier,"  wa«  his  character  as  drawn  by  himself. 
He  died  in  157J. 

6  I  can  find  no  record  of  James  Bettys. 

i  Henry  Waterman,  who  was  mayor  in  1529. 

8  On  the  deatli  of  Maximilian  in  1519,  Francis  I  and  Charles  V  wore  candidates  for  the  Empire  of 
the  Romans.    On  the  election  of  Charles,  Francis  declared  war.    He  failed  to  get  Henry  VIII  as  his  ally 
at  the  celebrated  meeting  at  the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold  in  1620.    Henry  Jokied  the  emperor.    The 
war  was  disastrous  to  Francis,  who  was  finally  defeated  and  captured  at  the  battle  of  Pavia  in  1525. 

9  Probably  refers  to  the  treaty  concluding  the  first  French  war,  1514.    Henry  was  to  receive  one 
million  crowns,  and  Louis  XII  to  marry  Mary,  Henry's  sister,  and  to  provide  her  with  a  huge  jointure. 
As  Louis  died  three  months  after  the  ceremony,  probably  Francis  had  neglected  to  pay  either  pension 
or  tribute.    With  regard  to  Albany,  Hume  says  that  he  did  not  go  to  Scotland  until  Henry  had  decided 
upon  war ;  but  v  note  10. 

10  John  Stewart,  Duke  of  Albany,  was  brought  up  in  France,  which  he  regarded  as  his  native 
country.  He  was  Admiral  of  France,  and  after  Flodden,  was  invited  to  become  regent  of  Scotland  in 
opposition  to  Margaret  Tudor,  the  queen.  He  arrived  in  1515,  and  Margaret  fled  to  England.  He  was 
far  from  being  "  a  coward  and  a  wilful  and  a  furious  fool,"  as  Wolsey  called  him.  He  was  an  active 
commander  and  a  prudent  governor.  He  returned  to  France,  and  Francis,  In  a  secret  treaty  with 
Henry,  promised  to  keep  him,  but  he  broke  his  promise  when  he  allowed  Albany  to  go  to  Scotland 
in  1521. 
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declarare  tenebam"8.  Atque  ideo  tarn  pro  repulsione  iniuriarum 
et  dampnorum  nobis  et  subditis  nostris  illatorum  qnam  pro 
conservacione  honoris  et  iuramenti  nostri  nos  inimicos  dicto 
Francorum  Regi  declarare  sicut  impresencium  declaravimus 
coacti  fuimus  providere  tarn  hoc  Regnum  nostrnm  Angliae  potent! 
manu  contra  Scotos  defendere  qliam  vim  et  violentiam  anti- 
quorum  gallorum  hostiu"1  nostrorum  qnam  contra  Oppidum 
nostr"m  Cales  et  March"8  eiusdem  molliuntur  et  machinantnr 
viril{cet  repellere  volentes. 

Ea  propter  subditos  nostros  omnes  et  singulos  ac  totam  huius 
Regni  nostri  potentiam  et  vires  tarn  pro  personae  nostrae  et  Regni 
nostri  defensione  tarn  pro  confoederatorum  nostrorum  auxilio 
nobis  integre  reservare  intendentes  p°pnli  nostri  delectum1 
monstracionem  sive  inspect1onem  facere  invidiumque  eorundem 
recognoscere  capientes  de  consilii  nostri  sentencia  cum  omni 
celeritate  et  diligentia  possibili  fieri  decrevimus.  Et  propterea 
vos  vel  duos  vestrnm  nostros  Commissarios  et  deputatos  assigna- 
vimns  constituimus  et  deputavimns  coniunctim  et  divisim  ad 
omnes  et  singulos  homines  aceciam  ad  arma  et  homiDes  armatos 
tarn  sagittarios  qnam  alios  homines  equites  et  pedites  defen- 
sibiles  supra  etatem  sexdecim  Annorum  infra  Villam  predictam 
et  precinctum  eiusdem  constitutes  tarn  infra  libertates  qnam 
extra  arraiand08  inspiciend08  et  triandi  (sic)  ac  armari  et 
muniri  faciendi  (sic)  iuxta  formam  et  effcctnm  statutorum  et 
ordinacionu"1  ante  haec  tempora  inde  editorum  et  provisorum 
iuxta  sanas  discrecsones  vestras. 

Aceciam  omnia  alia  faciendi  gerendi  et  expediendi  quae 
instrucc!onibus  nostris  presentibus  annexis  continent"1"  et  vobis 
vel  aliquibus  vesVm  per  presentes  vel  alias  instrucc1oues  nostras 
mandantnr  iuxta  et  sccnndnm  veram  litteralem  formam  et 
eff^t^m  earundem.  Absque  aliqua  alia  intrapretac1one  vel 
alterac'one  quacumque  et  ad  delectum  monstracio"em  sive 
inspecc^em  eorundem  subditorum  nostrorum  diligent"  faciendi 
et  superindendi.  Ita  qnod  iidem  homines  ad  arma  et  ho'"iues 
armati  et  sagittarii  ac  alii  prcdicti  horaines  defensibiles  sic 
arraiati  inspecti  et  muniti  prompti  sint  et  parati  ad  deservi- 
endum  nobis  quociens  et  quando  necesse  fuerit  Assignamns 


i  The  Assize  of  Arms,  1181,  and  the  Statute  of  Winchester,  1285,  obliged  every  man  to  provide  arms 
according  to  his  means  in  order  to  keep  the  peace.  By  the  latter  statute  constables  were  appointed  iu 
all  hundreds  to  see  such  arms  were  provided.  These  provisions  were  repealed  in  James  I's  retgn. 
These  commissions  of  array  were  issued  on  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  high  officials  (in  this  case  all 
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therefore  as  well  for  the  repulse  of  the  injuries  and  losses 
brought  upon  us  and  our  subjects  as  for  the  preservation  of 
our  honour  and  oath,  we  were  compelled  to  declare  ourselves 
enemies  to  the  said  king  of  the  French,  as  we  have  forthwith 
done,  willing  to  provide  this  our  realm  of  England  with  a 
powerful  force  against  the  Scots,  and  to  repel  the  force  and 
violence  of  our  ancient  enemies  the  French,  which  they  are 
striving  and  contriving  against  our  town  of  Calais  and  its 
marches. 

Therefore,  we  intending  wholly  to  reserve  to  us  all  and 
singular  our  subjects  and  all  the  power  and  strength  of  this 
our  realm,  as  well  for  the  defence  of  our  person  and  realm  as 
for  the  aid  of  our  confederates,  have  decided  to  hold  a  levy, 
review  or  inspection  of  our  people,  and  to  certify  the  condition 
of  the  same,  talcing  the  opinion  of  our  Council  with  all 
possible  speed  and  diligence.  And  moreover,  we  have  assigned, 
appointed  and  deputed  conjointly  and  separately  you,  or  two 
of  you  our  commissioners  and  deputies,  to  array,  inspect  and 
try  all  and  singular  the  men,  and  also  the  arms  and  armed 
men,  as  well  archers  as  other  men,  horse  and  foot,  defensible 
above  the  age  of  sixteen,  appointed  within  the  town  aforesaid 
and  the  precincts  of  the  same,  both  within  the  liberties  and 
without,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  armed  and  caparisoned 
according  to  the  form  and  effect  of  the  statutes  and  ordinances 
given  heretofore,  and  in  accordance  with  your  healthy  discretion. 

And  also  to  do,  perform  and  expedite  all  else  that  is  con- 
tained in  our  present  instructions,  annexed,  and  commanded  you 
or  any  of  you  by  these  presents,  or  other  our  instructions  in 
accordance  with  the  true  literal  form  and  effect  of  the  same. 
Without  any  other  interpretation  or  alteration  soever,  carefully 
to  make  and  superintend  the  levy,  review  or  inspection  of  the 
same  our  subjects.  So  that  the  same  men-at-arms  and  armed 
men  and  archers,  and  other  the  aforesaid  defensible  men  thus 
arrayed,  inspected  and  caparisoned,  may  be  ready  and  prepared 
to  serve  us  as  often  as  and  whenever  necessary,  we  have  assigned 


Hampshire  men)  were  sent  to  muster  the  Inhabitants  of  every  district.  It  was  provided  that  no  man 
should  be  compelled  to  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  nor  even  out  of  his  shire,  except  in  cases  of  great 
necessity.  In  Henry  VIII's  reign  lieutenants  of  counties  began  to  be  Introduced  as  representatives  of 
the  Crown  in  military  matters,  and  the  more  ancient  commissions  of  array  began  to  fall  into  disuse. 
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insup"  quoscumque  duos  aut  tres  vestrnm  ad  omnes  et  singulos 
(vestrnm)  similiter  munitos  et  se  (  )1  inspiciendi  tractandi 

assidendi  et  arraiandi  ac  in  armis  et  equis  apparatos  ordinari 
faciendi  et  videndi.  Ita  quod  omnes  et  singuli  vestrum  in  forma 
predicta  inspecti  assessi  et  preparati  prompti  sint  et  sitis  et 
continue  parati  ad  nobis  similiter  serviendum.  Et  ideo  vobis 
mandamus  qnod  circa  premissa  diligent"  intendatis  ac  ea 
faclatis  et  exequamini  in  forma  predicta. 

Damus  autem  universis  et  singulis  Officiariis  Ministris  et 
subditis  nostris  ac  prefato  Vic600"11"  tenore  presenciuni  firmiter  in 
mandatis  quod  vobis  in  execuc'o^  premissorum  intendentes  sint 
et  obedientes  in  omnibus  diligent".  Et  quid  feceritis  in 
premissis  unacum  nominibus  et  cognominibus  et  immero  tam 
equitum  peditum  et  sagittariorum  et  aliorum  per  vos  in  forma 
predicta  inspectorum  et  armatorum  qnam  Civitatum  Villarum 
Burgorum  Socarum  hamelettorum  et  parochiarum  in  quibus 
hnbitant  ac  de  diversitate  armorum  quibus  unusquisque  eorum 
armatus  est  nos  et  consiliu'"  nostrnm  ubicumque  tune  fuerimns 
citra  octavas  sancti  Michaelis2  proxime  futuras  sub  sigillis  vestris 
vel  aliquorum  vestrnm  certificetis. 

In  cuius  rei  testimoniu™  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecimns  patentes. 
Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westmonasteriura  xiiii  die  Julii  Anno  regui  nostri 
quartodecimo. 


1  An  indecipherable  word  which  probably  means  "  review." 

2  i.e.,  up  to  October  6th. 
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moreover  any  two  or  three  of  you  to  give  orders  to  inspect, 
drill,  set  apart  and  array  all  and  singular  similarly  caparisoned 
and  (  ),  and  to  make  and  see  them  prepared  in  arms  and 

horses.  So  that  all  and  singular  of  you  inspected,  set  apart 
and  prepared  in  the  form  aforesaid,  be  ready  and  ever  prepared 
to  serve  us  likewise. 

And  therefore  we  command  you  that  ye  deal  diligently  with 
the  premisses,  and  ye  do  and  accomplish  them  in  the  form 
aforesaid. 

We  give  therefore  to  all  and  singular  our  officers,  servants 
and  subjects,  and  to  the  aforesaid  sheriff,  by  tenor  of  these 
presents  firmly  in  command,  that  they  be  earnest  and  obedient 
to  you  in  the  execution  of  the  premisses  in  all  things  diligently. 
And  that  ye  make  in  the  premisses,  together  with  the  names 
and  surnames,  and  the  number  as  well  of  horse,  foot  and  archers, 
and  others  inspected  and  armed  by  you  in  the  form  aforesaid, 
as  of  the  cities,  towns,  boroughs,  socs,  hamlets  and  parishes  in 
which  they  dwell  and  concerning  the  diversity  of  arms  with 
which  each  of  them  is  armed,  you  shall  certify  us  and  our 
Council  wherever  we  may  then  be,  before  the  octave  of 
St.  Michael  next,  under  the  seals  of  you  or  any  of  you. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  letters  to  be 
made  patent. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
July,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  our  reign.  [1522.] 
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No.  XYI. 

7  EDWARD  VI  (1553). 


Letters  of         EDWARDE  the  Sixte  by  the  grace  of  god  King  of  Englond 
mission^      Fraunce  and  Irelond,  Defender  of  the  faithe  and  of  the  church 


of  Englond  and  also  of  Irelond  in  earth  the  supreme  hedd.  To 
ampton  and  our  trustie  and  welbeloved  the  Mayer1  of  our  Towne  of  South- 
enquire'and  ampton,  Francis  Flemyng2  knight,  And  to  our  welbeloved 
make  order  Thomas  Patye,3  Thomas  Mille,4  Robert  Reyneger,3  and  Thomas 
ChuPrflcbting  Godard5  greting. 

goods.  Where  we  have  of  late  directed  our  spcciall  Coramission  unto 

certen  persones  named  in  thesame  and  by  auctoritie  therof  did 
appoynt  and  auctorise  theym  foure  or  three  of  theym  to  viewe 
and  survey  all  and  singuler  goods,  plate,  luells,  Bells  and  orna- 
ments belonging  or  in  any  wise  apperteining  to  any  Churche 
Chappell  Guilde  Brotherhed  Fraternytie  or  Companye,  within 
that  our  Towne  of  Southampton.  And  uppon  thesaid  viewe 
so  taken  to  cause  a  true  iust  and  full  perfite  Inventorie  to  be 
made  of  thesame  comparing  therwith  the  former  Inventories 
heretofore  made  and  remaning  with  the  Churchwardeyns  or 
such  other  as  then  hadd  the  charge  therof.  And  for  the  defaults 
and  wants  if  anie  were  either  of  the  said  plate,  luells,  Bells 
vestiments  or  any  other  ornaments  or  any  parte  of  theym  any 
manner  wise  to  make  diligent  inquirie  and  serch  aswell  by  the 
othes  of  suche  honest  men  as  our  said  Comissioners  thought 
mete  to  swere  therfore  as  anie  other  conveinent  meanes  to 
knowe  and  understond  by  whose  defaulte  thesame  were 


1  John  Caplyne  (Capleyn,  Capleyne,  Capelyn,  Caplen,  Capelin),  sheriff  1550,  mayor  1552  and  1553. 

2  The  Flemings  are  still  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Hampshire.    They  date  at  least  from  the 
reign  of  John,  as  in  1212  a  Walter  Fleming  is  quoted  by  Madox  as  having,  with  other  principal  men 
of  the  town,  got  into  his  hands  a  large  sum  of  money  which  came  from  Ireland  and  belonged  to  the 
king.    Sir  F.  Fleming  was  M.P.  in  1553.    Davies  (Hist,  of  Southampton,  p.  357)  wrongly  call*  him 
mayor  of  the  town. 

3  There  is  no  record  of  these  persons. 

4  Thomas  Mille  (Mill)  was  sheriff  in  1559. 

6  Thomas  Godard  (Godarde)  was  sheriff  in  1548,  mayor  in  1550. 
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removid1  ymbesilid  alienid  or  diminished  and  also  in  whose 
possession  thesame  things  or  anie  parte  therof  so  spoilid, 
removid,  imbesilid,  or  diminishid  did  remayn  and  to  whose 
use  the  monie  and  profite  therof  was  made  or  did  come  and  of 
their  hole  doings  in  that  behalf  to  reatorne  unto  us  and  our 
privie  Counsaill  in  writing  ainywere  accordingly  as  in  our  said 
Comission  and  certen  Instructions  sent  therwith  at  large  is 
conteynid  the  certificate  wherof  as  it  is  reatorned  remayneth 
with  our  said  privie  Counsaill.  And  we  minding  for  divers 
great  considerations  us  moving  to  procede  to  further  order 
touching  thesaid  goods,  plate,  luells,  Bells  and  ornaments  and 
to  thentent  thesaid  Churches  and  chappells  maie  be  furnishid 
of  convenient  and  comely  things  mete  for  thadministration  of 
the  holie  communion  in  thesame.  Trusting  therfore  in  your 
fidelities  and  approvid  Wisdomes  have  appoyntid  and  assigned 
youe  to  be  our  Commissioners  and  by  thies  presents  do  give  unto 
youe  five,  foure  or  three  of  youe  full  power  and  auctoritie  to 
leave  or  cause  to  be  left  in  everie  Cathedrall  or  Collegiate 
Churche  where  Chalices  of  silver  been  remayning  one  or  twoe 
Chalices  of  silver  by  your  discretions  and  in  everie  greate  parishe 
where  Chalices  of  silver  been  remayning  one  or  two  Chalics 
of  silver  by  your  discretions.  And  in  everie  small  parishe  or 
chappell  where  Chalices  of  silver  been  remaning  one  Chalice 
of  silver,  delyvering  or  causing  to  be  delivered  thesame  Chalics 
so  appoynted  to  remayn  to  thuse  aforesaid  to  thande  of  the 
Deane,  Provoste,  Churchwardeyns  or  other  Ministers  of  thesaid 
Churches  and  Chappells  by  Indenture  in  writing  wherby  to 
charge  theym  and  their  successors  with  the  same  hereafter. 

And  we  give  unto  youe  five,  foure  or  three  of  youe  full  power 
and  auctoritie  after  the  honest  and  comely  furniture  of  coverings 
for  the  Comunyon  table  and  surples  and  surplessis  for  the 
Minister  or  Ministers  in  the  said  Churches  and  Chappells  by 
your  discretions  to  be  appoyntid  to  distribute  or  cause  to  be 
distributid  and  given  frely  to  the  poore  people  in  every  parishe 


l  The  rapacity  of  the  Court  during  the  last  year  of  Edward's  reign  was  boundless.  The  king  had 
received  from  France  400,000  crowns  on  delivering  Boulogne  In  1650.  The  churches  were  despoiled  of 
all  their  plate  and  rich  ornaments,  and  yet  the  Crown  owed  300,000  crowns.  Edward  must  not  be 
blamed,  as  he  showed  a  frugality  which,  had  he  lived,  would  Boon  have  retrieved  these  losses.  The 
reason  of  this  commission  and  others  issued  throughout  the  country  was  the  notorious  fact  that  the 
houses  of  the  avaricious  reforming  nobles  and  gentry  had  become  furnished  with  altar-pieces,  chalices 
and  sacred  ornaments  looted  from  the  churches,  and  to  it  was  decided  to  cub  off  this  lust  of  private 
embezzlement  and  secure  finally  the  remainder  of  the  booty. 
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where  thesaid  Churches  and  Chappells  stande  and  be  the 
residue  of  the  Ornaments  and  ymplements  being  linen  of  thesaid 
Churches  and  Chappells  in  such  order  and  sorte  as  may  be 
most  to  Godds  glorie  and  our  honour. 

And  after  that  doon  then  we  will  and  give  unto  youe  five, 
foure  or  three  of  youe  full  power  and  auctority  to  collect  or 
cause  to  be  collectid  and  brought  togither  all  and  singuler 
readie  monie  plate  and  luells  mentioned  and  expressid  in  your 
said  certificate  to  remayne  in  any  Churche  Chappell  Guild 
Brotherhed  Fraternytie  or  companye  within  our  Towne  of 
Southampton  aforesaid.  Except  such  parcells  of  plate  as  youe 
shall  appoynt  to  be  left  in  every  of  thesaid  Churches  and 
Chappells  for  thadministration  of  tholy  Communyon  as  afor- 
said  Causing  thesaid  readie  monie  withe  convenient  expedition 
uppon  the  receipt  therof  to  be  delyverid  by  Indenture  to  our 
use  to  the  handes  of  our  trustie  servnnte  Sir  Edmunde  Peckhand1 
knight  and  causing  thesaid  plate  and  luells  with  convenient 
expedition  uppon  the  receipt  therof  to  be  delivered  likewise 
by  Indenture  to  our  use  to  the  hands  of  the  Maister  of  our 
luelhouse  for  the  tyme  being. 

And  we  give  unto  youe  fyve,  foure  or  three  of  youe  full  power 
and  authoritie  to  sell  to  our  use  all  and  singuler  the  Copes, 
Vestments  aultareclothes  and  tother  ornaments  whatsoever 
Excepte  the  Copes  Vestments  aultareclothes  and  ornaments  of 
clothe  of  golde  clothe  of  Tyssue  and  clothe  of  silver  remayning 
and  being  within  any  of  thesaid  Churches  and  Chappells  not 
appoyntid  by  this  our  Comission  to  be  left  in  thesaid  Churches 
and  Chappells  or  to  be  distributid  to  the  poore  as  aforesaid. 
And  also  to  reserve  and  take  into  your  sauf  Custodie  to  our 
use  all  and  singuler  Copes  Vestiments  aultareclothes  and  other 
ornaments  before  exceptid  out  of  your  sale  remayning  or  being 
in  any  of  thesaid  Churches  or  chappells.  And  further  also  to 
sell  to  our  use  by  weight  all  parcells  or  peces  of  metall  except 
the  metall  of  great  bells  and  saunte2  bells  in  every  of  thesaid 


1  Sir  B.  Peckham  (not  Peckhand)  was  master  of  the  Mint  during  the  four  reigns— Henry  VIII  to 
Elizabeth.    On  Edward's  death  he  declared  for  Mary,  and  exerted  much  Influence  at  her  Court.    His 
son  Henry  took  a  prominent  part  In  Wyatt's  rebellion,  and  was  hanged.    He  helped  Edward  VI  to 
restore  the  old  standard  of  gold,  and  Elizabeth  to  carry  out  measures  for  the  restoration  of  the  coinage. 
He  died  in  1564. 

2  The  "  saunt "  or  "  sanctus  "  bell  was  commonly  placed  In  a  "  cote  "  or  turret  at  the  junction  of  the 
nave  and  the  chancel.    It  was  rung  at  the  Sanctus  at  Mass.    In  post-Reformation  times  it  was  often 
used  to  summon  people  to  church.    It  was  also  called  the  saunoe  and  saint-bell. 
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Churches  and  Chappells.  The  monie  comyng  of  wiche  sales 
so  to  be  made  in  fourme  before  declared  and  all  other  somes  of 
monie  which  shall  come  and  be  brought  to  your  hande  to  our 
use  by  vlrtue  of  this  our  Comission  we  will  ymmediatly  uppon 
your  receipt  therof  youe  shall  delyver  by  Indenture  to  the  hands 
of  our  said  servaunte  Sir  Edmonde  Peckhand  knight  to  our  use. 
And  the  Copes  vestiments  aultareclothes  and  all  other  orna- 
ments in  any  of  thesaid  Churches  and  Chappells  reserved  to  our 
use  as  aforesaid  we  will  after  your  receipt  therof  youe  shall 
delyver  or  cause  to  be  delyverid  withall  convenient  spede  at  our 
palayce  of  Westminster  by  Indenture  to  the  hands  of  our  trustie 
Servaunte  Arthure  Sturton1  to  our  use.  And  we  give  unto  youe 
five  foure  or  three  of  youe  full  powre  and  aucthoritie  straitly 
to  charge  by  all  suche  waies  and  meanes  as  to  youe  shall  seme 
most  convenient  the  deanes  Provosts  Churchwardeyns  Ministers 
or  Parishioners  of  the  Churches  and  Chappells  aforesaid  that 
they  and  every  of  theym  do  saufly  kepe  unspoilid,  unembesilid 
and  sold2  all  such  bells  as  doo  remayne  in  everie  of  thesaid 
Churches  and  Chappells  to  conserve  and  kepe  untill  our  further 
pleasure  be  theym  knowen.  And  thesame  Bells  to  delyver  by 
Indenture  to  be  made  betwixt  youe  five  foure  or  three  of  you 
of  the  one  partie  and  the  said  Deanes  Provosts  Churchwardens 
Ministers  or  Parishioncrs  aforesaid  on  that  other  partie. 

And  our  further  pleasure  and  commandment  is  and  we  give 
unto  youe  five,  foure  or  three  of  youe  full  power  and  auctoritie 
in  your  severall  circuits  and  divisions  for  thexecuc'on  of  this 
our  Commission  that  you  doo  not  only  by  all  such  wayes  and 
meanes  as  to  youe  shall  seme  most  convenient  make  diligent 
serche  and  inquirie  whither  any  Cathedrall  or  Collegiate 
Churches  Parish  Churches  or  Chappells  within  our  Towne 
aforesaid  were  and  be  omittid  and  left  out  of  your  former 
certificate  but  also  in  thesame  your  severall  circuits  and  divisions 
to  call  before  youe  aswell  all  and  everie  persone  or  persones  that 
hathe  spoilid  removid  ymbesilid  deminishid  or  conveied  any 
goods  plate  luells  bells  or  ornaments  belonging  to  any  Churche 
Chappell  Guilde  Brotherhedd  Fraternytie  or  Companie  within 
our  Towne  of  Southampton  aforesaid  as  also  all  and  everie 
persone  and  persones  to  whose  possession  thesame  goods  and 


1  There  Is  no  record  of  this  person. 

2  Probably  "  soldered  "  or  repaired  (Lat. :  "  solldari"  =  to  make  solid). 
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things  did  come  wherof  youe  have  made  speciall  remembraunce 
and  declaracion  in  your  said  former  certificate.  And  uppon 
their  apparaunce  before  youe  that  by  all  such  quiet  waies  and 
meanes  that  you  can  or  may  by  your  good  wisedomes  youe  doo 
devise  and  cause  thesame  goods  and  things  or  (  )*  and 

true  value  of  thesame  either  to  be  delyverid  by  thesaid  parties 
to  your  hands  to  our  use.  Orels  that  youe  take  sufficient  bonds 
of  thesaid  parties  according  to  the  value  of  the  said  goods  luells 
plate  ornaments  and  bells  so  embesilid  solde  or  diminished  to 
appeare  before  our  trustie  and  right  welbelovid  Counsaillers 
Sir  Richard  Cotton2  knight  Comptroller  of  our  houshold,  sir 
John  Gate3  knight  our  vice-Chamberlayn,  sir  Robert  Bowis4 
knight  Maister  of  our  Roulls  of  our  high  Court  of  Chauncery, 
sir  John  Baker5  and  sir  John  Mason6  knights  and  our  trustie  and 
welbelovid  servants  sir  Walter  Mildmay7  knight,  John  Lucas 
and  Thomas  Mildmay  Esquiers  our  speciall  Comissioners  in  that 


1  There  is  a  hole  in  the  parchment  here. 

2  Sir  Richard  Cotton  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Nat.  Diet.  ofBiog. 

8  Sir  John  Gates  (1504-1553)  was  rewarded  by  Henry  VIII  with  rich  grants  of  land  for  the 
evidence  he  obtained  against  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  and  the  Earl  of  Surrey.  At  the  coronation  of 
Edward  VI  he  was  made  Knight  of  the  Bath.  In  1550  he  prevented  Mary  fleeing  to  Antwerp,  and  the 
following  year  was  made  vice-chamberlain,  with  a  seat  in  the  Privy  Council.  In  1552  he  was  made  a 
commissioner  to  sell  chantry  lands  for  the  payment  of  the  king's  debts,  and  in  the  same  year  appointed 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster.  He  was  a  creature  of  Northumberland,  whom  he  supported  in 
the  "  Devise  "  to  set  Lady  Jane  Grey  on  the  throne ;  consequently  he  was  beheaded  by  Mary. 

4  Sir  Robert  Bowes  (1495-1554)  military  commander  and  lawyer.    In  1536  he  wag  in  the  royal 
army  which  was  sent  against  the  Pilgrimage  of  Grace.    In  1550  he  was  appointed  Warden  of  the  Middle 
Marches.    His  book,  State  of  the  Marches  between  England  and  Scotland,  is  the  chief  authority 
of  these  times.    In  1561  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  in  the  following  year  Master 
of  the  Rolls.    He  was  a  member  of  Lady  Jane  Grey's  short-lived  Council,  but  was  not  disgraced  on  the 
accession  of  Mary. 

5  Sir  John  Baker  (died  1588)  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.    He  was  also  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  Attorney-General,  and  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council.    According  to  Lodge,  he  was  the 
only  councillor  who  refused  to  put  his  name  to  the  "  Device  for  the  Succession,"  which  Edward  VI 
drew  up  to  exclude  Mary  and  Elizabeth.    But  this  statement  is  refuted  by  the  fact  that  his  signature 
is  attached  to  the  document. 

6  Sir  John  Mason  (1503-1566)  was  the  son  of  a  cowherd  and  of  a  sister  of  the  Abbot  of  Abingdon. 
Sir  Thomas  More  appointed  him  king's  scholar  at  Paris.    He  travelled  much  in  diplomatic  service. 
In  1537  he  was  secretary  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt.    Sir  P.  Audley  said :  "  None  seeth  further  off  than 
Sir  John  Mason ;   he  outwitted  the  Italian,  he  out-graved  the  don  in  Spain."    At  the  accession  of 
Edward  VI  he  was  knighted.    He  lent  himself  to  Northumberland's  designs,  but  helped  to  proclaim 
Mary.    In  1654  he  was  elected  M.P.  for  Southampton,  which  he  represented  to  his  death. 

7  Sir  Walter  Mildmay  (1520-1589),  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.    Founder  of  Emanuel  College, 
Cambridge.    After  Somerset's  arrest  he  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  Sion  House.    He  was  a  skilful 
financier,  and  in  1551  established  a  new  mint  at  York.    Although  a  Calvanist,  he  was  employed  by  Mary 
on  government  business.    Under  Elizabeth  his  influence  increased.     He  was  the  brother-in-law  of 
Walsingham,  and  as  the  friend  of  Cecil  he  always  defended  the  Puritans.    He  was  one  of  the  special 
commissioners  appointed  to  try  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots.    He  was  buried  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Church, 
where  an  elaborate  monument  is  erected  to  his  memory, 
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behalf  theym  or  before  seven  six  five  or  foure  of  theym  at  a 
certeyn  daie  by  youe  five  foure  or  three  of  you  to  be  appoyntid 
to  aunswere  before  theym  unto  such  matters  as  they  on  our 
behalf  shall  then  obiect  and  ley  Reatourning  unto  our  said 
Commisioners  before  thesame  daie  aswell  the  bonds  of  such 
persones  as  shalbe  bound  to  appere  before  our  said  Comissioners 
as  also  such  matters  in  writing  as  by  your  examinacion  shalbe 
founde  out  for  the  honest  and  iust  triall  of  thesame  things  so 
sold  embisilid  or  conveid. 

And  if  by  your  good  wisedomes  and  discrecions  ye  can  devise 
that  the  goods  plate  luells  and  ornaments  so  embesilid  solde 
or  diminishid  as  aforesaid  or  the  iuste  and  true  value  therof 
maie  be  quietly  brought  to  your  hands  to  our  use,  Then  we  will 
and  our  pleasure  and  commandment  is  that  youe  shall  delyv" 
or  cause  to  be  delyverid  that  is  to  say  the  monie  therof  to  the 
hands  of  our  said  servante  Sir  Edmunde  Peckh'm  knight  and 
the  plate  therof  to  the  hands  of  the  Master  of  our  luelhouse  as 
aforesaid.  And  if  in  your  severall  circuits  and  divisions  uppon 
your  farther  inquirie  and  examinacion  you  doo  finde  any 
cathedrall  or  collegiat  Churches  parish  Churches  or  Chappells 
to  be  omitted  and  left  out  of  your  former  certificate,  Then  our 
pleasure  and  comandement  is  and  we  give  unto  youe  five  foure 
or  three  of  youe  full  power  and  auctoritie  to  viewe  survey  and 
examyn  and  cause  true  and  iust  Inventories  to  be  made  of  the 
goods  luelles  plate  ornaments  and  bells  of  thesame  and  everie 
of  theym  and  to  order  thesame  in  such  forme  and  sorte  as  is 
appoyntid  before  in  this  our  Commission  to  be  doon  with  the 
Churches  Chappells  and  other  the  p^misses  within  our  said 
Towne  of  Southampton  alredie  certiefied.  And  if  youe  shall 
finde  any  persone  or  persones  that  wilfullie  or  stobournly  will 
refuse  to  obey  any  precept  or  commaundment  which  you  our 
said  Comissioners  five  foure  or  three  of  youe  shall  give  unto 
theym  in  or  abouts  the  execucion  of  the  premisses  that  then 
we  give  unto  youe  five  foure  or  three  of  you  full  power  and 
auctoritie  to  comytt  every  such  persone  or  persones  to  warde  or 
prison  they  to  remayn  without  baile  or  maynprise1  untill  such 
tyme  as  youe  shall  thinke  thesame  ymprisonment  to  be  condign 
for  his  or  their  offencs,  wherfore  we  will  and  con'maunde  you 


1  The  taking  of  a  person  into  friendly  custody  upon  security  that  he  shall  be  forthcoming  when 
required.    It  differs  from  bail  in  that  a  person  is  never  arroted,  but  U  only  required  to  be  produced  by 
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and  every  of  youe  to  attende  and  execute  the  premisses  accord- 
ingly. And  of  your  whole  doings  in  thexecucion  of  this  our 
comission  our  pleasure  and  streight  co'"maundement  is  that 
youe  five  foure  or  three  of  youe  reatournid  certificate  therof  in 
writing  under  your  hands  and  scales  with  all  the  bills  Indentid 
obligacions  and  other  writings  by  you  taken  to  our  use  for  any 
the  occasions  or  causis  aforsaid  before  the  last  day  of  May  next 
coming  unto  our  said  trustie  and  right  welbelovid  Counsailers 
Sir  Richard  Cotton  knight  Comptroller  of  our  houshold  Sir 
John  Gate  knight  our  vice-Chamberleyn,  Sir  Robert  Bowis 
knight  Maister  of  the  roull  of  our  high  Courte  of  Chaunccry} 
Sir  John  Baker  and  Sir  John  Mason  knights  and  to  our  trustie 
and  welbelovid  servants  Sir  V/alter  Mildmay  knight  one  of  our 
generall  surveyours,  John  Lucas  and  Thomas  Mildmay  Esquires 
whom  we  have  appoyntid  our  speciall  Comissioners  for  the 
Survey  of  thorder  of  the  premisses. 

And  moreover  we  will  and  commaund  all  and  singuler  Mayers 
sheriffs  Bailiffs  Constablis  hedboroughs,1  all  Curats  Vycars  and 
Churchwardens  and  all  other  our  Offices  Ministers  and  faith- 
full  subiects  that  they  and  every  of  theym  be  ayding  helping 
counsailing  assisting  and  furthering  you  in  and  about  the  due 
execucion  herof  as  they  tender  our  pleasure  and  will  aunswere 
to  the  contrarie  at  their  extreme  perilles. 

In  witnes  wherof  we  have  causid  these  our  lettres  of  Comission 
to  be  sealid  with  our  great  scale. 

Witnes  our  self  at  Westminster  the  xxi  day  of  Apriell  the 
seventh  yere  of  our  reign.  [1553.] 


i  Originally  the  head  of  the  frankpledge  or  Court  Leet.  He  wag  also  called  borrnghhead,  bors- 
holder,  thlrdborough,  tithingman.  In  later  times  the  headborough  was  a  kind  of  constable.  "I  must 
go  fetch  the  headborough  "  (Taming  of  the  Shrew,  Induct,  i,  11). 
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No.  XYII. 

12  ELIZABETH  (1569). 

,^ELI2ABETH   by   the   grace   of   God    Quene    of    Englande, 
a  Com-       Fraunce  and  Irelande,  defender  of  the  faith,  etc. 
Rowiande       To°  OU1"  trustie  and  welbeloved  Rowlande  Haywarde  and 
Haywarde  William  Allen  Aldermen  of  our  Citie  of  London  John  Croke1 
wmiam     anc*  William    Staveley2  Aldermen    of    our   Towne    of  South- 


of  London,  Wheare  in  the  parliament  holden  at  Westmln9ter  the  twelveth 
JohmCroke  ^  e  °*  Januar37  m  the  fyveth  yeare3  of  our  reigne  emongest 
and  other  things  it  was  inacted  that  all  wynes  called  Malvesyes4 

staveiey,  anc*  otner  swete  wynes  of  the  grouth  of  Candy  and  Rotymo*  in 
Aldermen  the  parties  of  Levant  beyonde  the  streightes  of  Marrock  or  of 
ampton,"  any  other  place  within  the  parties  of  Levante  whiche  from  the 
to*nquire  firste  day  of  Auguste  then  next  ensuyng  shoulde  be  brought 
order  into  this  Realme  by  any  marchaunts  Estraungers  whatsoev" 
fouiMihS"!  shoulde  De  landed  and  dischardged  at  our  Towne  and  Porte 
laden  with  of  Southampton  and  at  none  other  place  within  this  realme  of 
and'other  England  or  Wales  uppon  payne  of  forfeyture  of  twentie  shillings 
Wines,  of  lawfull  money  of  England  for  everye  Butt  of  the  saide  wynes 
owners  that  should  be  otherwise  or  at  any  other  place  landed  within 
propose  to  this  Realme  of  Englande  or  Wales  over  and  besides  the  Subsidie 
London,  and  Customes  that  shoulde  be  due  to  be  paide  for  the  same. 
to"theary  ^-"d  *ka*  ^ie  one  m°yitie  of  the  saide  forfeyture  shoulde  be 
provisions  unto  us  our  heires  and  Successors  and  thother  moyitie  thereof 
Sllz*  to  our  Maior  Bailiffs  and  Burgeses  of  our  saide  Towne  of 

Southampton   and   to   theire  Successors  as  by  the  saide  acte 

emongest  other  things  may  appeare. 


1  John  Croke  was  mayor  in  1568,  and  again  in  1584. 

»  W.  Staveley  was  sheriff  In  1558,  and  mayor  in  1561  and  H80. 

3  v.  Charters  of  Southampton,  Vol.  II,  p.  5J,  and  also  Vol.  II.  p  40.    The  wine  trade  of  South- 
ampton originated  when  llenry  II  married  Eleanor  of  Poitou,  when  the  wines  were  first  Imported  from 
Bordeaux.    Mary  was  so  pleased  with  the  reception  the  town  Rave  to  IMillIp,  that  she  made  this  port 
the  sole  one  at  which  Levant  wines  could  be  landed, on  a  penalty  of  80;-  for  every  butt  landed  elsewhere. 
The  privilege  w;is  worth  some  2UO  marks  a  j  ear.    The  Corporation  usually  farmed  out  this  duty,  somt- 
times  for  £200  a  year.    In  1687  the  Earl  of  Leicester  paid  for  it  £133  6s.  8d. ;  in  1689  the  Earl  of  E*MZ 
paid  200  marks. 

4  Malmsey  wine  came  from  Napoll  de  Malvasla,  In  the  Morea,  where  It  Is  still  produced. 

5  In  Crete,  west  of  Candla  (now  Retlmo). 
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And  wheare  we  are  nowe  enformed  by  our  saide  Maior 
Bailiffs  and  Burgesses  that  there  are  at  this  present  tyme  fower 
Shippes  called  Arragoses1  loden  and  frayghted  withe  wynes 
called  Malveseys  and  other  sweete  wynes  of  the  grouth  of 
Candy  and  Rotymo  aforesaide  in  the  parties  of  Levant  beyonde 
the  streightes  of  Marrock  and  of  other  places  within  the  parties 
of  Levant  aforesaide  whiche  sithens  the  fyfte  daie  of  August 
last  past  have  byn  brought  into  this  our  Realme  by  Marchant 
Estraungers  and  have  dischardged  and  landed  the  saide  wynes 
or  do  intende  to  lande  and  dischardge  the  same  at  our  porte 
of  London  and  other  places  within  our  Realme  at  not  at  our 
saide  porte  of  Southampton  contrarye  to  the  intente  and 
meanyng  of  the  saide  acte  whereby  the  saide  Marchaunts  have 
forfeighted  for  every  Butt  of  the  saide  wynes  landed  and  dis- 
chardged contrarye  to  the  saide  acte  twentie  shillings  the  one 
Moyitie  of  which  forfeyture  is  due  unto  us  and  the  other  moyitie 
thereof  is  due  unto  our  saide  Maior  Bailiffs  and  Burgeses  by 
force  and  virtue  of  the  saide  Acte. 

We  therefore  mynding  the  due  execucon  of  the  saide  acte 
and  to  do  that  which  is  right  in  this  behalf  do  make  constitue 
and  ordeyne  you  or  any  three  of  you  to  be  our  Commissioners 
and  by  theis  presents  do  geve  unto  you  and  to  any  three  of  you 
full  power  and  aucthoritey  from  tyme  to  tyme  to  call  before  you 
or  any  three  of  you  as  well  the  Patrons2  Stryvanos3  Maisters 
pursers  and  maryners  of  the  saide  fower  Arragosez  as  also 
all  lightermen  wharffyngers  wayters4  others  Comptrollers  and 
Customers  which  by  any  meanes  hath  or  shall  meddell  or  have 
to  do  to  or  with  the  dischardging  or  landing  of  any  of  the  saide 
wynes  in  any  place  within  this  our  Realme  out  of  our  saide 
Towne  and  porte  of  Southampton  or  so  many  of  them  as  unto 
you  or  any  three  of  you  shall  seme  conveynient.  And  them  or 
any  other  witnesses  which  shalbe  brought  before  you  or  any 
three  of  you  to  sweare  uppon  the  holly  Evangelistes  and  to 
examyn  them  uppon  theire  othes  howe  many  Butts  of  the  saide 
wynes  weare  brought  into  this  Realme  in  the  saide  shipps  or 
in  any  of  them.  And  howe  many  of  the  saide  Butts  of  the  same 


1  Argosies  were  the  huge  carricks  of  Ragusa,  a  Dalmatian  port,  known  at  this  time  in  England  as 
Aragouse  or  Arragosa. 

3  A  captain  of  a  galley.  3  Probably  a  ship's  officer. 

*  Watchmen  (F. :  "guetter"  -=  to  lie  in  wait). 
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wynes  hath  bin  landed  or  dischardged  at  any  place  within 
our  Realme  out  of  our  saide  porte  of  Suthampton.  And  after 
suche  deposicons  and  examinacons  by  you  or  any  three  of  you 
reaceved  and  taken  and  written  in  parchement.  We  will  that 
you  or  any  three  of  you  do  certifie  the  same  before  us  in  our 
Chauncerye  under  the  handes  and  scales  of  you  or  any  three 
of  you  without  delaye. 

In  witness  wherof  we  have  caused  theis  our  lettres  of  Con'mis- 
sion  to  be  sealed  withe  our  greate  scale. 

Witness  our  self  at  our  Castell  of  Windesor  the  nynetenth 
daie  of  November  the  twelveth  yeare  of  our  reigne.  [1569.] 
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No.  XVIII. 

13  ELIZABETH  (1571). 

Paten't'of  an      ELIZABETH  del  gratia  Angliae  Franciae  et  Hiberniae  Regina 
Exempiiflca-  fidei  defensor  etc. 

ceruin  writ       Omnibus  ad  quos  presentes  litterae  pervenerint  salntem. 
and  of  an          Inspeximus   quoddam  breve   nostrnm    de   certiorand01   dilecto  et 
liament         fedeli   nostro    Francisco   Spelman   Armigero   Clerico   parliament- 
touching  the  orum  nostrorum  direct0  et  in  filaciis  Cancellariae  nostrae  residen8 
Sweet  nines  .  ...... 

grant  to        unacum   indorsamento   eiusdem    manu   propna   ipsius  Francisci 

ton(Aprif~  signat0  in  haec  verba.  Elizabeth  dei  gratia  Angliae  Franclae 
2nd,  1571).  et  Hiberniae  Regina  fidei  defensor  etc.  Dilecto  et  fideli  nostro 
Francisco  Spelman  Armigero  Clerico  parliamentorum  nostrorum 
salntem.  Volentes  certis  de  causis  certiorari  de  superiore  tenore 
cuiusdem  Actus  parliamenti  nostri  apud  Westmouasterium  secundo 
die  Aprilis  ultimo  preterito  tent1  concernentis  Villam  de  South- 
amptona  vobis  mandamns  quod  tenorem  Actus  predicti  cum 
omuibus  eum  tangentibns  nobls  in  Cancellariam  nostram  sub 
sigillo  v^ro  distincte  et  apte  sine  dilatione  mittatis  et  hoc 
breve.  Teste  me  ipsa  apud  Westmonasterlnm  xxi  die  Junii  Anno 
regni  nostri  terciodecimo. 

Executio  istius  brevis  patet  in  quadam  Scedula  hiis  annex". 

Inspeximus  etiam  tenorem  dicti  Actus  Parliamenti  nostri 
nob'8  dicta  Cancellaria  nostra  virtute  dicti  brevis  immissum  et  in 
filaciis  eiusdem  Cancellariae  nostrae  residenteui  manu  propria 
prefati  Francisci  signatum  et  Sigillo  eiusdem  Francisci  sigillatnm 
in  haec  verba.  In  parliamento  inchoat0  et  tent0  apud  West- 
mona»terium  s*c™f[o  fae  Aprilis  Anno  regni  serenissimae  atque 
excellentissimae  dominae  n°Ve  Elizabeth  dei  gratia  Angliae 
Franciae  et  Hiberniae  Reginae  fidei  defensoris  etc.  decimo  tercio. 

Communi  omnium  dominorum  tam  spiritualium  qnam  temporalium 
ac  Communitatis  assensu  et  regiae  maiestatis  turn  preseritis 
concensu  inter  alia  Sancitum  inactitat"1"  et  ordinatum  fuit 
sequens  Statutum  ad  verbum  ut  sequitur. 


i  A  writ  de  certiorari  was  a  chancery  writ  issued  to  a  lower  court,  calling  for  the  records  of  a 
case,  that  justice  might  be  done  to  a  person  who  feared  unjust  treatment  in  the  lower  court. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  England,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  come,  greeting. 

We  have  inspected  a  certain  writ  of  ours  of  certiorari  directed 
to  our  beloved  and  faithful  Francis  Spelman,  Esq.,  clerk  of  our 
parliaments,  and  placed  among  the  files  of  our  Chancellory, 
together  with  an  endorsement  of  the  same  signed  by  the  hand 
of  the  same  Francis,  in  these  words : — 

Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  England,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  to  our  beloved  and  faith- 
ful Francis  Spelman,  Esq.,  clerk  of  our  parliaments,  greeting. 

Wishing  for  certain  causes  to  be  certified  concerning  the  above 
tenor  of  a  certain  act  of  our  parliament  held  at  Westminster 
on  the  second  day  of  April  last,  concerning  the  town  of  South- 
ampton, we  bid  you  that  you  send  the  tenor  of  the  act  afore- 
said, with  all  that  concern  it,  to  us  in  our  Chancellory  under 
our  seal  distinctly  and  fittingly  without  delay,  as  well  as  this 
writ.  Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  twenty-first 
day  of  June,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

The  execution  of  the  same  writ  is  revealed  in  a  certain 
schedule  annexed  to  these. 

We  have  also  inspected  the  tenor  of  the  said  act  of  parlia- 
ment sent  to  us  from  our  said  Chancellory  by  virtue  of  the  said 
writ,  and  placed  among  the  files  of  our  same  Chancellory,  signed 
by  the  hand  of  the  aforesaid  Francis  and  sealed  by  the  seal  of 
the  same  Francis,  in  these  words :  In  the  parliament  commenced 
and  held  at  Westminster  on  the  second  day  of  April,  in  the 
thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  most  serene  and  excellent 
Lady  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  etc. 

By  the  common  assent  of  all  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  the  Commons  and  of  the  queen's  majesty,  then  present, 
among  other  things  there  was  sanctioned,  enacted  and  ordained 
the  following  statute  in  the  words  as  follows  : — 
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[ORIGINAL.] 

Wheare  at  the  parliament  holden  at  Westmiuster  the  twelveth 
day  of  Januarie  in  the  fiveth  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  our  moste 
gracious  soveraigne  ladie  Quene  Elizabeth  at  the  humble  peticon 
of  the  Maior  Bailiffs  and  Burgesses  of  the  quenes  Maiesties  Porte 
and  Towne  of  Southampton.  It  was  then  enacted  for  certen 
good  consideracons  in  the  same  Acte  appearinge  that  all  wynes 
called  Malmesies  and  other  sweete  wynes  of  the  growthe  of 
Candie  and  Rotymo  in  the  partes  of  levant  beyonde  the  streits 
of  Marock  or  of  anie  other  place  within  the  partes  of  levant 
aforesaide  whiche  from  the  fyrste  day  of  August  then  next 
cominge  shoulde  be  brought  into  this  Realme  by  any  marchant 
straungers  whatsoever  shoulde  be  laden  and  discharged  at  the 
saide  Towne  and  porte  of  Sowthampton  and  at  none  other 
place  within  this  Realme  of  England  or  Wales  upon  the  peyne 
of  forfeicture  of  twentie  shillings  of  lawfull  money  of  Englande 
for  every  Butt  of  the  saide  wynes  that  shoulde  be  anie  otherwise 
or  at  any  other  place  landed  within  this  Realme  of  Englande 
or  Wales  over  and  besides  the  Subsedie  and  customes  that 
shoulde  be  due  to  be  paide  for  the  same.  And  that  the  one 
moytie  of  the  saide  forfaicture  shoulde  be  unto  the  quenes 
highenes  her  heires  and  successours.  And  the  other  moytie 
therof  to  the  saide  Maior  Bailiffs  and  burgesses  and  to  their 
successors.  And  that  the  saide  Maior  Bailiffs  and  burgesses 
might  aske  demaunde  and  sue  for  the  same  by  Accion  of  debte 
bill  plainte  or  informacon  in  anie  Courte  of  recorde.  In  whiche 
sute  noe  essoigne1  proteccon  or  wager  of  lawe2  shalbe  allowed 
or  admitted  for  the  partie  defendant.  And  further  it  was 
inacted  and  provided  by  thesaide  Acte  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawfull  to  and  for  every  naturall  borne  subiect  of  this  realme 
whiche  shall  transporte  or  bringe  in  any  Englisshe  shipp  vessell 
or  bottome  anie  of  the  saide  wynes  called  Malmesies  or  anie 
other  swete  wynes  of  the  grouthe  of  Candye  or  of  Rotymo 
aforesaid  or  of  any  other  place  within  the  partes  of  Levant  or 
from  thesaid  partes  of  Levant  into  this  realme  to  lande  and  dis- 
charge thesame  at  any  Porte  or  haven  within  this  realme  at 
their  willes  and  pleasures  in  suche  lyke  mann"  and  forme  as 


1  Excuse  for  absence  (Med.  Lat. :  ex  -f-  tonia  =  lawful  excuse). 

2  A  wager  of  law  was  an  action  for  debt  In  which  the  defendant,  having  uo  witnesses  or  record, 
swears  that  he  owes  nothing. 
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they  should  or  might  have  done  if  this  Acte  had  never  ben  had 
nor  made.  Anythinge  conteyned  in  this  Acte  or  lettres  Patent 
to  the  contrary  notwithstondinge.  And  further  it  is  provided 
by  the  saide  Acte  that  from  the  makinge  therof  it  shalbe 
laufull  for  every  Burges  and  Inhabitor  of  the  saide  Towne  of 
Southampton  and  also  for  every  English  marchaunt  dwellinge  in 
any  Citye  or  Towne  within  this  realme  of  England  to  buy  any 
of  the  saide  swete  wynes  at  the  saide  towne  of  Southampton  at 
their  willes  and  pleasures  and  the  same  to  retaile  or  otherwise 
to  sell  agayne.  And  Acte  or  statute  heretofore  made  to  the 
contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstondinge  whiche  Acte  was  made 
to  contynewe  to  the  ende  of  the  next  parlyament.  As  by  the 
same  Acte  may  appeare.  It  is  nowe  ordeyned  and  enacted  by 
the  quene  our  soveraigne  ladie  with  the  assent  of  the  lordes 
spirituall  and  temporall  and  the  coramons  in  this  present  p'lia- 
ment  assembled  and  by  the  auctoritye  of  the  same  that  the  saide 
Acte  and  every  article  clause  and  thinge  therin  conteyned  shall 
stande  be  remayne  and  contynewe  in  full  force  and  effect  to 
all  intent  construccons  and  purposes  forev".  And  dulie  to  be 
putt  in  execucon  accordinge  to  the  intent  and  meaninge  therof 
for  the  better  relieff  and  mayntenuunce  of  thesaide  Porte  and 
Towne  of  Southampton.  Provided  alwaies  and  be  it  enacted 
that  all  forfeitures  and  payments  con'minge  to  the  Towne  of 
Southampton  at  all  tymes  from  henceforth  by  vlrtue  of  this 
Acte  be  imployed  only  opon  the  maynten"nnce  of  the  walles 
and  defence  of  the  said  Towne  wherof  a  sure  booke  to  be  kept 
and  therin  inrolled  and  ingrossed  as  well  all  suche  somes  of 
money  as  come  to  the  same  by  reason  of  this  acte  from  tyme 
to  tyme.  As  also  howe  and  in  what  places  and  to  whom  it 
was  expended  and  paide  for  the  mayntenannce  of  the  walles 
and  defence  of  the  saide  Towne.  And  that  the  quenes  maiesty 
her  heires  and  successors  may  at  all  tymes  and  especiallie  from 
five  yeare  to  five  yeare  sende  some  convenient  and  able  man 
to  be  named  and  appointed  from  tyme  to  tyme  either  by  lcttres 
under  the  signett  of  her  maiestye  her  heires  or  successors  or 
bye  Commission  under  the  greate  Scale  of  England  to  be  made 
forthe  by  the  lord  Chauncellor  or  lord  keap"  of  the  greate 
Scale  of  Englande  for  the  tyme  beinge  by  virtue  of  this  Acte 
without  anie  furder  warrant  to  be  had  or  obteyned  in  that 
behalfe  to  see  and  vewe  the  accompts  of  the  receipt  therof. 
And  also  howe  and  in  what  places  the  saide  money  is  expended. 
And  if  at  the  five  eares  ende  anie  of  that  money  remayne 
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unexpended  or  not  so  expended  as  before  That  then  suche 
person  whiche  shalbe  named  or  apointed  to  take  accompte  as  is 
afore  saide  shall  be  his  discrecon  take  order  for  the  imployinge 
of  suche  some  or  somes  of  money  as  shall  remayne  of  the 
forfeictures  aforesaide  toward  the  reparacons  and  uses  aforesaide 
and  other  necessary  defence  of  the  said  Towne.  And  if  upon 
the  said  accompte  at  anye  tyme  to  be  taken  it  shall  appeare 
that  there  remayneth  of  the  said  forfeicturs  an  overplus  or  more 
than  shalbe  nedefull  to  be  imployed  for  the  tyme  present  in  and 
aboute  the  reparacons  and  uses  aforesaid  or  other  necessarie 
defence  of  the  saide  Towne  the  saide  remayne  or  overplus  of 
the  saide  forfeictures  shalbe  preserved  and  kept  to  be  imployed 
in  and  aboute  the  reparacons  and  uses  aforesaide.  And  for  the 


Nos  autem  tenores  tarn  dicti  brevis  nostri  et  indorsameuti  eiusdem 
quam  dicti  Actus  parliamenti  nostri  ac  omuia  et  singula  in 
eiusdem  (sic)  content3  ad  requisicio11em  diPtorum  et  fideliu"1 
nostrorum  nunc  Maioris  Ballivorum  et  Burgensluul  villae  South- 
ampton116 predictae  duxim™  exemplificanda  per  presentes. 

In  cuius  rei  testimoniu"1  has  littcras  nostras  fieri  fecimus 
Patentes. 

Teste  me  ipsa  apud  \Vestmonasterinm  vicesimo  quinto  die  Junii 
Anno  regni  n°3tri  terciodecimo. 
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necessarie  defence  of  the  saide  Towne  as  shall  at  any  tyme 
afterward  be  nedefull  and  convenient.  And  that  suche  person 
which  shalbe  assigned  for  the  takinge  of  the  saide  accompte 
shall  from  tyme  to  tyme  upon  the  saide  accompt  take  sufficient 
bonds  to  the  quenes  maiesty  her  heirs  or  successors  for  the 
ymployment  of  the  remayne  and  overplus  aforesaide  accordinge 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  Acte.  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  auctoritye  aforesaid  that  the  said  Towne  of 
Southampton  shall  beare  and  pay  from  tyme  to  tyme  to  such 
person  and  persons  as  shalbe  assigned  and  appoynted  to  take 
the  saide  accompt.  All  his  and  their  convenient  expences  and 
chardges  to  be  susteyned  in  and  aboute  the  saide  accompte  Any 
thinge  in  this  present  Acte  to  the  contrnrie  notwithstandinge. 


[TRANSLATION.] 

We,  however,  have  considered  that  the  tenor  as  well  of  our 
said  writ  and  endorsement  of  the  same,  as  of  our  said  act  of 
parliament  and  all  and  singular  contained  in  the  same,  at 
the  request  of  our  beloved  and  faithful  the  present  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  Town  of  Southampton,  should  be 
exemplified  by  these  presents. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
June,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  our  reign.  [1571.] 
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Letters 
Patent  of 
Oyer and 
Terminer 
and  Gaol 
Delivery, 
addressed 
to  the  Earl 
of  Lincoln 
and  the 
Mayor  of 
Southamp- 
ton, and 
others. 


28  Hen.  YIII, 
concerning 
offences 
committed 
on  the  sea. 


No.  XIX. 

25  ELIZABETH  (1583). 

ELIZABETH  dei  gratla  Angliae  Franc'86  et  Hiberniae  Regina 
fidei  defensor  etc.  Charissimo  Consanguineo  et  fideli  Con- 
siliario  nostro  Edwardo  Comiti  Lincoln1  Baroni  de  Clinton  et 
Say  preclari  ordinis  nostri  Garterii  militi  magno  Admirallo 
nostro  Angliae  Hiberniae  et  Walliae  ac  D^in'orum  et  Insularum 
eorundem  Villae  Calesiae  et  Marchiarum  eiusdem  Normannlfte 
Gascon136  et  Acquitaniae  classisque  et  Marium  dictorum  Regno- 
rum  Angllae  et  Hiberniae  prefecto  nostro  generali.  Ac  charissimo 
Consanguineo  nostro  Henrico  Comiti  Pembrochis.2  Acetiam 
Dilectis  et  fidelibus  nostris  Maiori3  Villae  et  Comltatis  South- 
amptonlae  pro  tempore  existen"  Henrico  RadclifP  Militi  Georgio 
Carye6  Militi  Mariscallo  hospicii  *  sui  viceadmirallo  dlctae 
Insulae  Vectis  et  Comitatis  Southamptonae  ac  partium  marittimarum 
earundem  pro  tempore  existen"  Johauni  Penruddocke6  Armlgero 
Recordatori  dlctae  Villae  n°Ve  Southampton86  Henrico  Utrighte7 
Jacobo  Parkinson8  Armigeris  Ricardo  Biston9  Nich01o  Caplyn10 
Johanni  Crooke11  Johanni  Gregorye12  Johanni  Marche13  Johanni 
Knighte14  Roberto  Knaplocke15  johanni  Jackson16  et  Barnardo 
Courtnill17  dlctae  Villae  Aldermannis  salntem. 

Cum  per  quoddam  statutum  in  parliamento  recolendae 
memoriae  Henrici  octavi  patris  nostri  precharissimi  nuper  Regis 
Angllae  inchoato  apud  Westmonasterium  octavo  die  Junii  Anno 
regni  sui  vicesimo  octavo  et  ibi(lem  tune  continuat0  et  tent0 


]  Edward,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  Baron  Clinton  and  Say  (1512-1585),  took  to  the  sea  In  early  life.  His 
first  success  was  the  storming  of  Edinburgh  in  1544,  for  which  he  was  knighted.  In  1547  he  again 
Invaded  Scotland,  and  took  an  Important  share  in  the  decisive  battle  of  Musselburgh.  In  1555  he  was 
created  Lord  High  Admiral.  In  1572,  again  for  his  successes  in  Scotland,  he  was  created  Earl  of  Lincoln. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  attended,  In  his  official  capacity,  the  marriage  of  Marguerite  of  Valois  with 
Henry  of  Navarre,  and  then  retired  from  public  life. 

»  Henry,  Earl  of  Pembroke  (1534-1601),  was  a  partisan  of  Leicester.  He  took  a  prominent  part  In 
the  trial  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots.  In  1686  he  was  made  Admiral  of  South  Wales.  His  first  wife  was 
Catharine,  the  sister  of  Lady  Jane  Grey,  and  his  third  was  Mary,  the  sister  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney. 

*  William  Barwicke,  who  was  sheriff  in  1579. 

«  Sir  Henry  Radcliff  (1530-1593)  was  M.P.  for  Hampshire  In  1571  and  Captain  of  Portsmouth.  He 
succeeded  his  brother  to  the  earldom  of  Sussex  in  1483.  He  took  an  important  part  in  the  preparations 
against  the  Armada,  and  for  his  services  was  made  Enight  of  the  Garter. 

5  Sir  George  Carey  (1547-1603)  was  Captain-General  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  1582.  By  his  influence 
his  brother  Edmund  was  elected  the  first  M.P.  for  Newport  (I.W.).  In  February,  1586-7,  Elizabeth 
authorised  him  to  muster  the  defences  of  Hampshire  to  prevent  the  Isle  of  Wight  from  being  surprised. 
He  succeeded  hU  father  as  second  Lord  Hunsdon  in  1596. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

Elizabeth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Queen  of  England,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  to  our  beloved  cousin 
and  faithful  councillor  Edward,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  Baron  de 
Clinton  and  Say,  knight  of  our  most  noble  Order  of  the  Garter, 
our  High  Admiral  of  England,  Ireland  and  Wales,  and  of  the 
dominions  and  islands  of  the  same,  and  of  the  town  of  Calais 
and  the  marches  of  the  same,  and  of  Normandy,  Gascony  and 
Aquitaine,  and  our  general  commander  of  the  fleet  and  seas  of 
the  said  kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland :  and  to  our  beloved 
cousin  Henry,  Earl  of  Pembroke :  and  also  to  our  beloved  and 
faithful  the  mayor  of  the  town  and  county  of  Southampton  for 
the  time  being,  Sir  Henry  Radcliff,  Sir  George  Gary,  marshall 
of  our  household,  vice-admiral  of  the  said  Isle  of  Wight  and  of 
the  county  of  Southampton,  and  of  the  maritime  parts  of  the 
same  for  the  time  being,  and  to  John  Penruddock,  Esq.,  the 
recorder  of  our  said  town  of  Southampton,  to  Henry  Utright, 
James  Parkinson,  Esqs.,  and  to  Richard  Biston,  Nicholas  Caplyn, 
John  Crook,  John  Gregory,  John  March,  John  Knight,  Robert 
Knaplock,  John  Jackson,  and  Bernard  Courtnill,  aldermen  of 
the  said  town,  greeting. 

Whereas  by  a  certain  statute  in  the  parliament  of  Henry 
the  Eight  of  blessed  memory,  our  beloved  father,  late  king  of 
England,  commenced  at  Westminster  on  the  eighth  day  of  June, 
in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his  reign,  and  there  continued  and 


«  John  Penruddock  must  have  held  office  many  years,  as  he  is  mentioned  as  recorder  In  1571,  and 
M.P.  in  1586. 

1  I  cannot  trace  H.  Utright. 

«  There  is  a  Captain  James  Parkinson,  governor  of  the  Castle,  mentioned  in  Davies'  Hitt.  of 
Southampton,  pp.  77  and  83. 

9  R.  Biston  was  sheriff  In  1578,  and  mayor  in  1581. 

10  N.  Caplyn  was  sheriff  In  1557,  mayor  in  1660,  and  M.P.  In  1571. 

11  J.  Crook  was  mayor  In  1568  and  1584,  and  M.P.  in  1571. 
»  J.  Gregory  was  sheriff  In  1656,  and  mayor  in  1658. 

13  J.  March  was  sheriff  In  1563,  and  mayor  In  1667. 

U  J.  Knight  was  sheriff  in  156",  and  mayor  in  1571. 

15  R.  Knapl(x:k  was  mayor  in  1575. 

W  J.  Jackson  was  sheriff  In  1572,  and  mayor  in  1678  and  1190. 

IT  B.  Courteniell  (Cortiuill)  was  sheriff  In  1576,  and  mayor  In  1679, 
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usque  ad  dissolucionem  eiusdem  parliament!  videlket  decimo 
octavo  die  Julii  extunc  proxlme  sequente  inter  alia  inactitata 
ordinat8  et  stabilita  existit  aucthoritate  eiusdem  parliament! 
quod  omnia  p'MicVes  feloniae  Roborla  Murdra  homicida  et 
confederacies  ac  alia  offensa  imposterum  committenda  (in) 
aut  supra  Mare  vel  aliquo  alio  Portu  Rivo  Creca  seu  loco 
ubi  Admirallus  noster  sive  Admiralli  nostri  habent  vel  habere 
protendunt  potestatem  aucthoritatem  et  iurisdicc^em  inquir- 
erentur  triarentur  audirentnr  determinarentnr  et  adiucarent™'  in 
talibus  Comitatlbns  et  locis  infra  dictnm  Regnum  n°Vm  Angliae 
prout  limitabunt"  per  Co^missionem  sive  Commissiones  dirig- 
endas  pro  eisdem  similibus  forma  et  condic'one  prout  si  aliquod 
tale  offensnm  sive  o£Eensa  fuissent  fact"  et  coramissa  in  aut  supra 
terram.  Et  quod  huinsmodi  Commissiones  habeantur  sub  magno 
Sigillo  Angltae  dirigendae  domino  Admirallo  sive  Admirallis 
eiusve  (sic)  aut  eorum  locumtenenti  deputato  vel  deputatis 
ac  tribus  vel  quatuor  aliis  providis  viris  qui  per  Dominum 
Cancellarinm  Angliae  pro  tempore  existentem  nominabuntar  aut 
appunctuabuntnr  de  tempore  in  tempus  ac  quotiens  necesse  fuit 
ad  audiendmn  et  terminandnml  offensa  hninsmodi  secnndnm  tocnm 
cursum  Regni  n°8tri  Angllae  p'Mict1  usitatnm  pro  p'MicVibus 
feloniis  Roboriis  Murdris  et  confederac!onibus  eiusdem  factis 
et  commissis  supra  terram  infra  idem  Regnu01  nostrum. 

Et  ulterius  cum  in  parliamento  doralni  Henrici  nuper  Regis 
offences  Angllae  post  Conquestum  quarti  apud  \Vestmonasterium  Anno 
ponds*  etc. "  regni  sui  quarto  tent0  in  statut0  de  proiectione  exclusarum 
stankarum2  stakarum  et  kidellorum3  tune  et  ibldem  editnui  intra 
alia  declaratum  existit  aucthoritate  eiusdem  parliamenti  qnod 
statuta  inde  facta  tenerentur  et  custodirent"r  ac  ponerent"r  in 
execuc1onem  addend0  eisdem  qnod  Commissiones  fierent  certis 
Iusticlarlls  et  aliis  in  quolibet  Comitatn  Regni  ubi  opus  erit  ad 
inquirendnm  de  omni  eo  qnod  continetur  in  dicto  statute  et 
ad  puniendnm  delinquentes  eiusdem  statuti  per  finem  iuxta 
discrec1ones  suas  prout  in  statute  predlcto  plenius  continet". 


i  A  writ  of  oyet  and  terminer  was  Issued  to  a  commission  of  the  gentry  of  a  county  directing 
them  to  bear  and  determine  all  manner  of  felonies. 
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held  until  the  dissolution  of  the  same  parliament,  to  wit,  on 
the  eighteenth  day  of  July  thence  next  ensuing,  amongst  other 
things  enacted,  ordained  and  established,  it  is  fixed  by  the 
authority  of  the  same  parliament  that  all  treasons,  felonies, 
robberies,  murders,  homicides  and-  confederations  and  other 
offences  hereafter  committed  either  upon  the  sea  or  in  any 
other  port,  river,  creek,  or  place  where  our  admiral  or  admirals 
have  or  pretend  to  have  power,  authority  and  jurisdiction,  be 
inquired  into,  tried,  heard,  determined  and  adjudicated  in  such 
counties  and  places  within  our  said  realm  of  England  as  shall 
be  defined  by  the  commission  or  commissions  directed  in 
accordance  with  the  same  like  form  and  condition  as  if  any 
such  offence  or  offences  had  been  done  or  committed  in  or  on 
land ;  and  that  such  commissions  should  be  considered  to  be 
directed  under  the  great  seal  of  England  to  the  lord  admiral 
or  admirals  of  the  same,  or  to  their  lieutenant,  deputy  or 
deputies,  and  three  or  four  other  prudent  men  who  shall  be 
nominated  or  appointed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England 
for  the  time  being,  from  time  to  time  and  as  often  as  it  was 
necessary  for  hearing  and  terminating  offences  of  such  kind, 
in  accordance  with  the  whole  course  of  our  realm  of  England 
aforesaid,  used  for  treasons,  felonies,  robberies,  murders  and 
confederations  of  the  same,  made  and  committed  upon  land 
within  the  same  our  realm. 

And  furthermore,  whereas  in  the  parliament  of  the  Lord 
Henry,  late  king  of  England,  the  fourth  after  the  Conquest,  held 
at  Westminster  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  statute 
concerning  the  projection  of  enclosed  ponds,  stake-nets  and 
weirs  then  and  there  given,  amongst  other  things  it  stands 
declared  by  the  authority  of  the  same  parliament  that  the 
statutes,  thence  made,  should  be  held  and  guarded  and  put 
into  execution,  there  being  added  to  the  same  that  the  com- 
missions should  be  made  from  certain  justices  and  others  in 
any  county  of  the  kingdom  where  there  is  need  for  inquiring 
of  all  that  which  is  contained  in  the  said  statute,  and  for 
punishing  delinquents  of  the  same  statute  by  fine  in  accordance 
with  their  discretion,  as  is  more  fully  contained  in  the  statute 
aforesaid. 


2  A  stank  w;ia  a  pond  used  for  the  prct-ervatlou  of  flsh  (V.:  "etang";  L. :  "stagnutn"). 
8  A  kiddle  (P. :  "  guideau  ")  was  a  stake-net  used  on  the  sea-beach  for  catching  flab. 
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Hen.  VIII, 
icerning 

ips  and 
eir 

sights. 


Sciatis  igitnr  qnod  nos  de  fidelitate  et  providis  circumspec- 
cVibus  vestris  plurimum  confidentes  Assignavimns  vos  et 
quatuor  vestrnm  quorum  vos  prefatnm  dominum  Admirallum  aut 
Comitem  Pembrochiae  Maiorem  Henricum  Radcliff  Georgium 
Carye  vicadmirallum  Johannem  Penruddocke  Henricum  Utright 
et  Jacobum  Parkynson  vice  et  loco  eiusdem  magni  Admiralli 
nostri  Angllae  unu™  omnino  esse  volumns  Iusticlarios  nostros  tarn 
ad  examinandum  audiendnm  et  terminandnm  ac  gaolas  diliberandas  l 
et  ad  pacem  nostram  et  statuta  predicta.  Acetiam  ad  statuta 
et  ordinacVes  apud  Westmonasterlnm  Anno  regni  domini  Edwardi 
tercii  quondam  Regis  Angliae  vicesimo  septimo  de  forstallar1* 
Marchandisarum  supra  Mare  vel  aquam  et  de  bonis  spoliatis 
supra  Mare  vel  aquam  venientibus  in  hoc  regnum.  Ac  ad 
statutum  de  retibus  exclusis  molendinis  stankis2  stakis  et 
kidellis  in  disturbactone  passagii  et  distruccionem  pisciu™  in 
aut  supra  grossis  Rivis  et  fluminibus  publicis  occupatis  et 
erectis  in  parliament©  domlni  Edwarm  primi  Anno  regni  sui 
decimo  tercio.  Et  domini  Edwardi  tercii  Anno  regni  sui  quadra- 
gesimo  quinto.  Ac  in  parliamento  domlni  Ricardi  secnndi  Annis 
regnis  sui  decimo  tercio  et  decimo  septimo.  Ac  in  parliament° 
dicti  domini  Henrlcl  quarti  Anno  regni  sui  primo.  Ac  in  parlia- 
mento doraini  Henricl  sexti  nuper  Regis  Angliae  pro  retibus3  et 
ingeniis  in  Rivo  Thamisiae  et  aliis  Rivis  dlcti  Regni  nostri 
Angliae  Anno  regni  sui  secnndo  apud  \Vestmonasterinm  tent0 
respective  edit"  et  provisa.  Et  ad  statuta  de  ponderibus  et 
mensuris4  in  parliamento  domini  Hcnrlcl  septimi  Avi  nostri  Anno 
regni  sui  undecimo  apud  Westmonasterimn  tent0  edit8.  Ac  ad 
statut"  et  ordinaciones  in  parliament°  recolendae  memoriae  domini 
Henrid  octavi  patris  nostri  apud  Westmonasterinra  regni  sui  sexto 
pro  Operariis  Artificibus  et  servitoribus  in  rebus  nauticis  expertis 
et  Anno  regni  sui  tricesimo  secundo  pro  manutencione  Naviu™ 
et  rata  affreccamentorum.6  Ac  Annis  regni  sui  tricesimo 
quarto  et  tricesimo  quinto  pro  preservacione  publice  Rivi  nostri 


1  Originally  the  king  In  person  used,  once  In  seven  years,  to  ride  through  the  kingdom  to  Judge 
offences ;  then  Justices  In  Eyre  were  appointed.    Finally,  a  commission  was  appointed  by  the  king  to 
bring  prisoners  from  gaol  and  try  them. 

2  "No  person  shall  take  any  flsh  out  of  ponds,  etc.,  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  under  a 
penalty  of  three  months'  Imprisonment"  (81  Hen.  VIII). 
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Know  ye  therefore  that  we,  being  fully  confident  of  your 
fidelity  and  provident  circumspection,  have  assigned  you  and 
four  of  you,  of  whom  we  wish  you,  the  aforesaid  lord  admiral 
or  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  mayor,  Henry  Radcliff,  George 
Gary,  vice-admiral,  John  Penruddock,  Henry  Utright  and 
James  Parkynson,  in  room  and  place  of  our  High  Admiral 
of  England,  be  one  at  least,  to  be  our  justices  as  well  for 
examining,  hearing  and  terminating  and  gaol  delivery,  and 
for  our  peace  and  statutes  aforesaid  ;  and  also  for  the  statutes 
and  ordinances  (given)  at  Westminster  in  the  twenty-seventh 
year  of  the  reign  of  Lord  Edward  the  Third,  formerly  king  of 
England,  concerning  forestalling  of  merchandise  on  sea  or  water, 
and  concerning  goods  spoiled  on  sea  or  water  coming  into  this 
kingdom  ;  and  for  the  statutes  concerning  nets,  enclosed  mills, 
ponds,  stake-nets  and  weirs,  in  disturbance  of  the  passage  and 
destruction  of  fish  in  or  upon  the  great  rivers  and  public  streams 
occupied  and  erected,  in  the  parliament  of  the  Lord  Edward 
the  First,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign  ;  and  of  the  Lord 
Edward  the  Third,  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  reign  ;  and  in 
the  parliament  of  the  Lord  Richard  the  Second,  in  the  thirteenth 
and  seventeenth  years  of  his  reign  ;  and  in  the  parliament  of  the 
said  Lord  Henry  the  Fourth,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign  ;  and 
in  the  parliament  of  the  Lord  Henry  the  Sixth,  late  king  of 
England,  acts  respectively  given  and  provided  for  nets  and 
engines  in  the  river  Thames  and  other  rivers  of  our  said  realm 
of  England,  held  at  Westminster  in  the  second  year  of  his 
reign  ;  and  for  the  statutes  of  weights  and  measures  given  in 
the  parliament  of  our  Lord  Henry  the  Seventh,  our  grandfather, 
held  at  Westminster  in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign  ;  and  for 
the  statutes  and  ordinances  given  in  the  parliament  of  the  Lord 
Henry  the  Eighth,  of  blessed  memory,  our  father,  held  at  West- 
minster in  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign,  concerning  workmen, 
artificers  and  servants  expert  in  nautical  affairs,  and  in  the 
thirty-second  year  of  his  reign,  for  the  maintenance  of  ships 
and  the  rate  of  their  freights  ;  and  in  the  thirty-fourth  and 
thirty-fifth  years  of  his  reign,  for  the  preservation  to  the 


8  No  person  was  to  use  nets  to  destroy  the  fry  of  flsh,  or  to  take  flsh  under  a  certain  length,  under 
penalty  of  207-  (13  Klc.  II  and  17  Rlc.  II). 

«  v.  Letter*  Patent,  11  Hen.  VII,  p.  76. 

5  In  Richard  II's  reign  (5  Rlc.  II)  there  were  to  be  no  ImporU  or  export*  except  In  English  ship*. 
But  merchants  had  the  power  to  hire  other  ships  (6  Rlc.  II  and  4  Hen.  VII). 
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respective  tentis  ordinata  edita  stabilita  et  provisa. 
Atque  ad  statuta  apud  Westmonasterium  contra  regratar103  forstal- 
lari°s  et  ingrassatores1  (sic)  Annis  quinto  et  sexto  domini  Edwardi 
Sexti  nuper  Regis  Angliae  fratris  nostri  precharissimi  tent0  edita 

concerning1'  et  P™™*'  Ac  ad  statuta  in  parliamento  predicti  Edwardl  quarti 
forestalling,  nuper  Regis  Angliae  concernentia  transportacionem  Auri  et  argenti 
etc<  ab  hoc  Regno  nostro  Angliae  ad  partes  ultramarinas  tent0  apud 

Westmonasterium  Anno  regni  sui  decimo  septimo  edita.  Et  in 
p«'iiamento  dicti  domlni  Edwardi  sexti  apud  Westmonasterinm  anno 

.  r 

regni    sui    septimo    tent0    renovat3    Necnon    ad    statutum    ad 

restringendam  et  prohibendaui  transportac1onem  grani  victualium 
et  ligni  trans  mare  in  parliament°  dominorum  Phllippi  et  Mariae 
Sororis  nostrae  nuper  Regis  et  Reginae  Angliae  apud  West- 
monasterlum  Annis  regnorum  suorum  primo  et  secundo  tent0 
editum.  Acetiam  ad  statutum  de  exportacione  et  t^nsveccV'e 
corriorum  sevi  et  tergorum  in  parliament°  apud  \Vestmona8terlnm 
Anno  regni  nostri  primo  tent0  edit.  Atque  in  parliamento  apud 
Westmonasterium  Anno  regni  nostri  decimo  quarto  celebrat™ 
renovatum  et  ad  statutnm  de  preservacione  seminis  sen  spermae 
piscium  in  parliament°  predict°  Anno  regni  nostri  primo  eciam 
editnm.  Necnon  ad  statutum  quasdam  politicas  constituciones 
nianutenc1ones  classis  huius  Regni  concernens  in  parliament° 
Anno  regni  nostri  quinto  celebrat0  editnm.  Et  ad  statutum 
prohibens  t^nsportacVem  Arietum  Agnorum  et  Ovium  viventium 
in  parliamento  apud  Westmouasterinm  Anno  regni  nostri  octavo 
tent°  editnm.  Et  similiter  ad  omuia  et  singula  alia  statuta 
et  ordinaclones  quaecumque  perantea  pro  bono  pacis  nostrae  et 
utilitate  dicti  Regni  nostri  Angliae  et  Dominiorum  nostrorum 
eiusdem  ac  quieto  regimine  et  gubernacione  p^li  nostri 
eorundem  facta  provisa  et  stabilita.  Quae  de  iure  legibusque 
Vel  statutis  et  proclamacionibu9  seu  consuetudinibus  dicti  Regni 
nostri  Angliae  in  aut  supra  mare  vel  infra  fluxum  maris  et 
aquae  ad  plenitudinem  seu  iurisdicc'onem  et  limites  iuris- 
dicc'o^s  Admirallitatis  n°Ve  Angliae  predictae  quovis  modo 
fucrint  conservand8  aut  exequenda  vel  conservari  seu  exequi 
debent  (sic)  aut  possint  in  omnibus  et  singulis  suis  articulis 
iuxta  unum  formam  et  eJBE^fm  ordinacionum  statutorum  et 
proclamacionnm  ac  consuetudinum  predictarum  Regni  nostri  Angliae 
et  Curiae  nostrae  principals  Admirallitatis  eiusdem  exequenda 


l  "  Engrossers  "  are  those  who  buy  in  goods  wholesale  (by  the  gross),  and  by  making  a  "  corner  " 
sell  at  exorbitant  prices.  The  punishment  even  for  a  first  offence  was  severe,  viz.,  forfeiture  of  the 
goods  and  two  months'  imprisonment. 
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public  of  our  river  the  Severn,  ordained,  given,  established 
and  provided ;  and  for  the  statutes  given  and  provided  at 
Westminster  against  regrators,  forestallers  and  ingrossers,  in  the 
fifth  and  sixth  years  of  the  Lord  Edward  the  Sixth,  late  king 
of  England,  our  beloved  brother ;  and  for  the  statutes  given 
in  the  parliament  of  the  aforesaid  Edward  the  Fourth,  late 
king  of  England,  concerning  the  transportation  of  gold  and 
silver  from  this  our  kingdom  of  England  to  the  parts  beyond 
the  sea,  held  at  Westminster  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his 
reign,  and  renewed  in  the  parliament  of  the  said  Lord  Edward, 
held  at  Westminster  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  reign.  Also  for 
the  statute  given  for  restraining  and  prohibiting  the  trans- 
portation of  grain,  victuals  and  timber  across  the  sea,  in  the 
parliament  held  at  Westminster  in  the  first  and  second  years 
of  the  Lord  Philip  and  the  Lady  Mary,  our  sister,  late  king  and 
queen  of  England.  And  also  for  the  statute  given  concerning 
the  exportation  and  transhipment  of  skins,  tallow  and  hides, 
in  the  parliament  held  at  Westminster  in  the  first  year  of  our 
reign,  and  repeated  and  renewed  in  the  parliament  in  the 
fourteenth  year  of  our  reign  ;  and  for  the  statute  also  given 
concerning  the  preservation  of  the  seed  or  sperm  of  fishes,  in 
the  aforesaid  parliament  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign  ;  also 
for  the  statute  concerning  certain  civil  constitutions  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  fleet  of  this  realm,  given  in  the  parliament 
held  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  reign.  And  for  the  statute  pro- 
hibiting the  transportation  of  live  rams,  lambs  and  sheep,  given 
in  the  parliament  held  at  Westminster  in  the  eighth  year  of 
our  reign.  And  similarly  for  all  and  singular  the  other  statutes 
and  ordinances  whatsoever  made,  provided  and  established 
heretofore  for  the  good  of  our  peace  and  the  advantage  of  our 
said  realm  of  England  and  of  our  dominions  of  the  same,  and 
for  the  quiet  governance  and  rule  of  our  people  of  the  same, 
which  concerning  the  laws  or  statutes  and  the  proclamations 
or  customs  of  our  said  realm  of  England  in  or  over  the  sea  or 
within  the  flow  of  the  sea  and  water,  to  the  plenitude  or 
jurisdiction  and  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  Admiralty  of 
England  aforesaid,  in  any  wise  were  to  be  preserved  or  carried 
out,  or  ought  or  may  be  preserved  or  carried  out,  in  all  and 
singular  their  articles  in  accordance  with  one  form  and  effect 
of  the  ordinances,  statutes  and  proclamations  as  well  as  of  the 
customs  aforesaid  of  our  realm  of  England  and  of  our  principal 
Court  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  same,  to  be  carried  out,  guarded 
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custodiend8  et  custodiri  facienda  ad  inquirend™  per  sacr°m 
proborum  et  legalium  hominnm  tarn  de  Villa  et  Comitatu  nostro 
Southamptoniae  predictae  quam  de  libertatibus  eiusdem  tarn 
infra  libertates  et  franchesias  qnam  extra  per  quos  rei  veritas 
melius  sciri  poterit  et  inquiri  de  omnibus  et  singulis  prodic1onibus 
feloniis  roboriis  furtis  murdris  homicid13  delictis  piraticis 
spoliac'onibus  dep^dacV'ibus  iniuriis  malefactis  t^nsgressWMbus 
riotis  routis  conventiculis  illicitis  extorcV'ibus  oppresionibus 
concelamentis  contemptibus  misprisionibus  conspirac1onibus 
ignoranciis  eorum  accessoribus  et  aliis  enormitatibus  crimin- 
ibus  regratarils  excessubus  forstallar118  et  aliis  offensis  et  delictis 
quibuscumque  tarn  in  aut  supra  mare  aut  aliquo  rivo  portu 
aqua  dulce  Creca  seii  loco  quocumque  infra  fluxum  Maris 
ad  plenitudinem  a(?)  quibuscumque  primis  pontibus  versus 
mare  qnam  sup™  littus  Maris  et  alibi  ubicumque  locorum  infra 
iurisdicc1onem  nostram  marittimam  aut  limites  iurisdiccionls 
Admiralitatls  dicti  Regni  nostri  Angliae  et  Domlnlorum  nostrorum 
eiusdem  per  quoscumque  cui  vel  quibus  ubi  quando  qualit" 
et  quomodo  tarn  contra  pacem  nostram  legesque  et  statut" 
Regni  nostri  Angliae  predictae  qnam  contra  commnnes  leges  statut" 
et  ordinaclones  Curiae  Admirallit8"8  n°Ve  eiusdem  qualitercumque 
h*bit*  facta  commissa  attemptata  sive  perpetrata  vel  quae  exnunc 
ibld*m  fieri  committi  perpetrari  aut  attemptari  contingent. 
Acetiam  de  omnibus  et  singulis  aliis  malefactoribus  et  delin- 
quentibus  quibuscumque  qui  contra  pacem  nostram  legesque  et 
statuta  ac  ordinaclones  supradicta  vel  contra  formam  ordinacionnni 
statutornm  seu  proclamatornm  predictornm  infra  iurisdiccionem 
n°!tram  marittimam  aut  limites  iurisdicc'o^s  Admirallitat1* 
n°Ve  Angllao  predictae  deliquerint  vel  attemptaverint  seu  exnunc 
delinquere  vel  attemptare  presumpseriut.  Ac  de  omnibus  et 
singulis  aliis  articulis  et  circumstantiis  quibuscumque  pre- 
missa  (sic)  quovismodo  concernentla  plenius  veritatem.  Necnon 
ad  indictamenta  comperta  et  p^sentacVes  quaecumque  antehaec 
tempora  tarn  coram  dlcto  magno  Admirallo  nostro  Angl'ae 
moderno  sen  aliquo  eius  prcdecessore  magno  Admirallo  ncstro 
Angllae  quocumque  proantea  pro  tempore  existente  vel  eius  aut 
eorum  locumtenenti  sive  deputato  quocumque  in  aliqna  Curla 
Admirallitat18  Anglia*  p"dict"  habita  fact*  seu  presentatn  et 
nondum  terminata  qnam  ad  omnia  et  singula  alia  coram  vobu 
nunc  magno  Admirallo  nostro  Angllae  predict"  quocumque  seu 
deputatis  vMtris  quibuscumque  aut  eorum  aliquo  vel  dictis 
Custodibus  pacis  n°Ve  et  Iusticiaril8  nostris  aut  eorum  quatuor 
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and  made  to  be  guarded,  for  inquiring  on  the  oath  of  honest 
and  loyal  men  as  well  of  our  town  and  county  of  Southampton 
aforesaid  as  of  the  liberties  of  the  same,  as  well  within  the 
liberties  and  franchises  as  without,  by  whom  the  truth  of  the 
matter   may   be   better  known   and    inquired  into,  concerning 
all   and   singular   treasons,  felonies,  robberies,  thefts,  murders, 
homicides,  crimes,  piracies,  spoliations,  depredations,  injuries, 
ill-doings,     transgressions,     riots,    routs,    illegal     conventicles, 
extortions,   oppressions,   concealments,   contempts,   misprisions, 
conspiracies,  ignorances  and   their  accessors,  and  other  enor- 
mities,   crimes,    regratings,   excesses,   forestallings,    and    other 
offences  and  crimes  whatsoever,  as  well  in  or  upon  the  sea  or 
in  any  river,  port,  fresh  water,  creek  or  place  whatsoever  within 
the  flow  of  the  sea  with  full  power,  and  also  concerning  any 
soever  first  bridges  near  the  sea  and  upon  the  shore  of  the  sea, 
and  whatever  place  elsewhere  within  our  maritime  jurisdiction 
or  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty  of  our  said 
realm  of  England  and  our  dominions  of  the  same,  by  whom- 
soever, to  whom,  where,  when   and  how   they  shall  happen, 
now  or  henceforth  in  any  wise,  to  be  had,  made,  committed, 
attempted  or  perpetrated  contrary  to  our  peace  and  laws  and 
statutes  of  our  realm  of  England  aforesaid  or  contrary  to  the 
common   laws,  statutes  and   ordinances  of  our  Court  of  the 
Admiralty  of  the  same.     And  also  concerning  all  and  singular 
other  malefactors  and  delinquents  whatsoever  who,  contrary  to 
our  peace  and  laws  and  the  statutes  and  ordinances  aforesaid, 
or  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  ordinances,  statutes  or  proclama- 
tions aforesaid,  within  our  maritime  jurisdiction  or  the  limits 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  Admiralty  of  England  aforesaid,  shall 
offend  or  attempt,  or  henceforth   shall   presume   to  offend   or 
attempt.     And   for  the  premisses  concerning  the   truth    more 
fully  of  all  and  singular  other  articles  and  circumstances.     Also 
for  indictments  found  and  presentations  whatsoever  heretofore 
held,  made  or  presented  and  not  yet  terminated,  as  well  in  the 
presence   of  our  said   present  High  Admiral,  or  any  his  pre- 
decessor our  High  Admiral  of  England  whatsoever  for  the  time 
being,  or  his  or  their  lieutenant  or  deputy  in  any  Court  of  the 
Admiralty  aforesaid,  as  for  all  and  singular  other  things  held, 
done  or  presented,  and   from   time   to   time   inspected   in   the 
presence  of  you,  our  present  High  Admiral  of  England,  or  your 
deputies  soever,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  said  guardians  of  our 
peace  and  our  justices,  or  four  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  appointed 


136  LETTERS    PATENT,    ETC., 


ut  premittitnr  assign8"8  vigore  harum  lltterarum  nostrarum  habenda 
fienda  seu  presentanda  de  tempore  in  tempus  inspiciend8.  Et  ad 
processus  inde  ac  processus  versus  omnes  alios  quos  coram  vobis 
aut  quatuor  vestrum  ad  minus  ut  prefert"r  assignatis  de  et  supra 
aliquo  premissorum  ind'cari  aut  presentari  contigerit  quousque 
capiantur  reddantur  vel  utlagentur  secund"m  stilum  formam  et 
consuetudinem  dicti  Regni  nostri  Angliae  et  Curiae  n°Ve  principal18 
Admirallitat18  nostrae  predlctae  faciend8  exequenda  et  continuanda 
et  ad  eadem  prodic1ones  felonias  Robor8  Murdr8  homicidas  delicta 
piratica  spoliat8  deperdita  iniurias  transgressiones  malefacta 
contempt118  et  alia  offens8  predicta  omnia  et  singula  unacum 
omnibus  et  singulis  aliis  suis  accessar118  incidentibus  emerg- 
entibus  dependentlt)ns  annex18  et  connex18  causis  sive  negociis 
quibuscumque  tarn  ad  sectam  nostram  q™m  aliorum  quorum- 
cumque  coram  vobis  dicto  magno  Admirallo  nostro  Angl1ac 
moderno  predict°  ac  aliis  Iustic1ariis  nostris  predictis  pro  nobis  aut 
pro  seipsis  et  nob18  conqueri  aut  persequi  volentiu™  audiend8 
et  terminanda.  Necnon  ad  omnia  et  singula  alia  quae  per 
mercatores  Dominos  proprietarios  Navium  nautas  Navicul01'""1 
marinarios  naupegos  piscatores  Artifices  Optirarios  rhemiges 
servitores  seu  alios  quoscumque  contra  formam  statut0101" 
ordinacionum  et  proclamatornm  predictorum  seu  in  enervac'onem 
eorundem  in  aliquo  fact8  commissa  perpetrata  presumpta  vel 
attemptat8  fuerint  vel  exnunc  fieri  committi  perpetrari  attemptari 
aut  presumi  contigerint  ac  omnia  alia  sup"ius  ad  determinanda 
non  declarat8  ad  sectam  nostram  tantum  et  omnia  alia  qune 
virtute  ordinaclcmim  statutorum  ac  proclamatortim  predictorum  pcr 
Custodes  pacis  nostrae  et  Iusticlarios  nostros  hnill8modi  in  ea  parte 
discuti  et  detferminari  debent  aut  possint  audiend8  et  terminanda. 

Et  ad  omnes  et  singulos  quos  in  hac  parte  coram  vobis  dicto 
magno  Admirallo  nostro  Angliae  vel  deputat18  vestris  predictis  seu 
eorum  aliquo  et  aliis  Iusticiariis  nostris  ut  prefertnr  assign8"8  reos 
vel  culpabiles  invenire  contigerit  per  fines  redempc'ones  et 
amerciamenta  ac  alio  modo  pro  delictis  suis  supra  hiis  qui  (sic) 
contra  formam  ordinaclonnm  stattitornm  ac  proclamatornm  predictorTim 
fact"  commissa  perpetrat8  seu  attemptat8  fuerint  vel  exnunc 
attemptari  fieri  libcrand08  et  exonerand08. 

Et  ideo  vobis  et  cuilibet  vestrum  mandamus  quod  circa  custodiam 
pacis  n°Ve  ac  ordinacionum  et  statutonn"  ac  proclamatorum  prc- 
diotornm  in  forma  prejic^  diligent61'  iiitendatis  et  ad  certos  dies 
et  loca  quos  vos  prefate  magne  Admiralle  nostre  antedict6  seu 
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by  vigour  of  these  our  letters  patent.  And  for  processes  there- 
from and  processes  against  all  others  whom,  in  the  presence  of 
you  or  four  of  you  at  least,  as  aforesaid,  appointed,  it  shall 
happen  to  be  indicated  or  presented  concerning  and  about  any 
of  the  premisses,  as  far  as  they  be  taken,  delivered  or  outlawed, 
according  to  the  style,  form  and  custom  of  our  said  realm  of 
England,  and  our  principal  Court  of  our  Admiralty  aforesaid, 
to  be  done,  carried  out  and  continued  ;  and  for  hearing  and 
terminating  the  same  treasons,  felonies,  robberies,  murders, 
homicides,  crimes,  piracies,  spoilings,  losses,  injuries,  trans- 
gressions, ill-doings,  contempts,  and  other  offences  aforesaid 
all  and  singular,  together  with  all  and  singular  other  their 
accessories  occurring,  emerging,  depending,  annexed  and  con- 
nected causes,  or  business  whatsoever,  as  well  at  our  suit  as  of 
others  soever,  in  the  presence  of  you,  our  said  present  High 
Admiral  of  England,  and  other  our  justices  aforesaid,  of  all  who 
wish  to  complain  or  persecute  on  behalf  of  us  or  themselves. 
Also  for  hearing  and  terminating  all  and  singular  that  be  done, 
committed,  perpetrated,  presumed  or  attempted,  or  henceforth 
shall  happen  to  be  done,  committed,  perpetrated,  attempted 
or  presumed  by  merchants,  masters,  owners  of  ships,  sailors  of 
vessels,  mariners,  ship-builders,  fishermen,  artificers,  workmen, 
rowers,  servants  or  other  soever  contrary  to  the  form  of  the 
statutes,  ordinances  and  proclamations  aforesaid,  or  to  the 
detriment  of  the  same  in  any  way ;  and  for  determining  all 
other  things  not  declared  above,  at  our  suit,  and  all  other  things 
which  by  virtue  of  the  ordinances,  statutes  and  proclamations 
aforesaid  ought  and  may  be  discussed  and  determined  by  the 
guardians  of  our  peace  and  our  justices  in  that  part. 

And  for  liberating  and  exonerating  all  and  singular  those 
whom  in  this  part,  in  the  presence  of  you,  our  said  High  Admiral 
of  England,  or  your  deputies  aforesaid  or  of  any  of  them,  or 
other  our  justices,  as  aforesaid,  appointed,  it  shall  be  found  to 
be  defendants,  or  to  find  guilty,  by  fines,  ransoms  and  amerce- 
ments, and  in  any  way  for  their  crimes  in  addition  to  those 
which  have  been  done,  committed,  perpetrated  or  attempted 
or  henceforth  to  be  attempted  and  done,  contrary  to  the  form 
of  the  ordinances,  statutes  and  proclamations  aforesaid. 

And,  therefore,  we  bid  you  or  any  of  you  that  ye  diligently 
concern  yourselves  with  the  custody  of  our  peace  and  of  our 
ordinances,  statutes  and  proclamations  aforesaid  in  the  form 
aforesaid,  and  on  certain  days  and  at  certain  places  which  you, 
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vester  locumtenens  de  tempore  in  tempus  ac  totiens  quotiens 
quando  et  ubi  tarn  infra  libe'tates  qnam  extru  adhoc  pro- 
videritis  sen  duxeritis  diligent"  supra  premissis  faciatis  inquisic1ones 
et  premissa  omnia  et  singula  in  forma  predlcta  quociens  quando 
et  ubi  volueritis  et  vobis  prefato  magno  Admirallo  Angliae  seu 
vcstro  locumtenenti  antedict0  eadem  audiend0  et  terminand° 
expediens  visum  fuerit  audiatis  et  terminetis  ac  ea  omnia  et 
singula  diligenter  expleatis  et  exequamini  cum  eflectu  effecturi 
inde  quod  ad  Iusticiarios  pertinet  secnndnm  legem  et  consue- 
tudinem  tarn  diet1  Regni  nostri  Angliae  qnam  Curiao  nostr"e 
principalis  Admirallitatis  eiusdem. 

Mandantes  tarn  Vic6001"111  predictae  Villae  et  Comltatns  n°btri 
Southamptonlae  q"am  Maioribus  Vicecomitibns  Ballivis  et  Con- 
stabulariis  libertatum  eiusdem  et  eorum  cuilibet  q^d  vobis  et 
ve8trnm  cuilibet  ad  certos  dies  et  loca  tociens  quociens  quando 
et  ubi  necesse  fuerit  quos  vos  prefate  magne  Admiralle  nostre 
Angliae  predicte  in  forma  predicta  eis  vel  eorum  alicui  scire 
feceritis  venire  faciant  coram  vobis  prefato  magno  Admirallo 
nostro  Angliae  et  aliis  predictis  Iusticiar11s  Admirallitat18  n°Ve 
Angliae  predictae  vel  quatuor  vestrnm  ad  minus  quorum  vos 
antedlctum  Admirallum  nostrtlm  aut  Comitem  Pembrochiae 
Maiorem  Henricum  Radcliff  Georgiu01  Carve  Viceadmirall 
Johannem  Penruddocke  Henricum  Utright  et  Jacobum  Parkin- 
son unum  omnino  esse  volum"8  vice  et  loco  eiusdem  magni 
Admiralli  nostri  Angliae  tot  et  tales  probos  et  legales  homines 
de  Ballivis  suis  tarn  infra  libertates  q"am  extra  ptr  quos  rei 
v"'itas  in  premissis  melius  sciri  poterit  et  inquiri. 

Mandantes  insuper  univcrsis  et  singulis  Proceribus  doulinis 
Militibus  Iusticiariis  Maioribus  Vicecomitibus  Ballivis  Sene- 
schall18  Constabular1'8  ac  Custodibus  Carcerum  et  Gaolarum 
ceterisque  Officiarils  Ministris  et  fidelibus  Subditis  et  ligeis 
nostris  quibuscumque  tarn  infra  libertates  quam  extra  q"°d 
vobis  et  cuilibet  vestrnm  de  tempore  in  tempus  in  execuc'o"e 
permissorum  et  eorum  cuiuslibet  intendentes  faventes  obedientes 
parit"  et  auxiliantes  sint  in  omnibus  prout  decet. 

In  Cuius  rei  testimonium  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  fecim113 
patentes  per  unum  Annum  integrum  proxlmc  futurum  duratur™. 

Tcste   me   ipsa   apud    Westmoua8tcrinm   xiii   die   Maii   Anno   r6*1" 
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our  aforesaid  High  Admiral,  or  your  lieutenant,  from  time  to 
time  and  as  often  as,  when  and  where  you  shall  hereby  provide 
or  consider  both  within  the  liberties  and  without,  shall  make 
in  accordance  with  the  premisses,  inquisitions,  and  all  and 
singular  in  the  form  aforesaid,  as  often  as,  when  and  where 
you  shall  wish,  and  it  shall  seem  expedient  to  you,  the  aforesaid 
High  Admiral,  or  your  lieutenant  before  mentioned,  for  hearing 
and  terminating  the  same,  you  shall  hear  and  determine,  and 
all  and  singular  you  shall  diligently  fulfil  and  carry  out, 
and  you  shall  do  it  effectually  as  pertains  to  the  justices  in 
accordance  with  the  laws  and  customs  as  well  of  our  said 
realm  of  England  as  of  our  principal  Court  of  the  Admiralty 
of  the  same. 

Bidding  both  the  sheriff  of  our  aforesaid  town  and  county  of 
Southampton  and  the  mayors,  sheriffs,  bailiffs  and  constables 
of  the  liberties  of  the  same  and  any  of  them,  that  they  shall 
cause  to  come  to  you  and  any  of  you  on  certain  days  and  to 
certain  places  as  often  as,  when  and  where  it  shall  be  necessary, 
those  whom  you,  the  aforesaid  High  Admiral  of  England,  shall 
cause  to  know  in  the  form  aforesaid,  into  the  presence  of  you, 
our  aforesaid  High  Admiral  of  England,  and  other  justices  of 
our  Admiralty  of  England,  or  four  of  you  at  least,  of  whom 
you,  the  before-mentioned  our  admiral,  or  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
the  mayor,  Henry  Radcliff,  George  Carye,  vice-admiral,  John 
Penruddock,  Henry  Utright  and  James  Parkinson,  we  wish  to 
be  one,  in  room  and  place  of  the  same  our  High  Admiral  of 
England,  being  as  many  and  such  good  and  lawful  men,  of  their 
bailiffs  as  well  within  the  liberties  as  without,  by  whom  the 
truth  of  the  matter  in  the  premisses  may  be  better  known  and 
inquired  into. 

Bidding,  moreover,  all  and  singular  the  peers,  lords,  knights, 
justices,  mayors,  sheriffs,  bailiffs,  seneschals,  constables,  and 
keepers  of  prisons  and  gaols,  and  other  our  officers,  servants, 
and  faithful  subjects  and  lieges  whatsoever,  as  well  within  the 
liberties  as  without,  that  they  may  be  equally  diligent,  careful, 
obedient  and  helping  in  all  things  as  is  becoming,  to  you  and 
any  of  you,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  execution  of  the  premisses 
and  any  of  them. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to 
be  made  patent  during  the  whole  of  the  year  next  ensuing. 

Witness  our  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
May,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  our  reign.  [1583.] 
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No.  XX. 

40   ELIZABETH    (1598). 

S SSriiaU.  CHARLES1  Earle  of  Notingham  Baron  of  Effingham  Knight 
of  the  moste  noble  order  of  the  garter  Lord  Leiftenante  of  her 
ma's  Counties  of  Sussex  and  Surry  Constable  of  her  ma's  housd 
and  Castle  of  Windsor  Lord  High  Admirall  of  England  Ireland 
and  Walles  and  her  dominions  and  Isles  of  the  same  of  the 
tower  of  Callice  and  marches  thereof  of  Norman  Gasconie  and 
Guynes  and  Capt.  generale  of  her  ma's  seas  and  navie  royall. 

To  all  christiane  (?)  people  to  whome  these  presents  shall 
come  or  otherwise  appertaine  greetinge  in  or  Lord  god  ever- 
lastinge. 

Whereas  or  Soveraigne  Ladie  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God 
Queene  of  England  Fraunce  and  Ireland  Defendres  of  the  Faith, 
Being  credibly  advertised  that  the  King  of  Spaine2  hath  of  late 
made  staie  (?)  of  the  shippes  goodes  and  merchandizes  of  her 
ma's  loveinge  subiects  within  the  Realmes  of  Spaine  and 
Portugall3  and  other  places  of  his  dominions  and  hath  caused 
them  theire  beinge  for  the  trade  of  merchandizes  to  be  retaigned 
and  kepte  in  prison  contrarie  to  the  order  of  lawe  and  lustice 
uppon  the  humble  and  pittifull  suite  of  her  ma's  subiects 
the  merchants  mariners  and  others  interested  in  these  shipps 
goodes  and  persons  soe  staied  made  to  her  ma'tie  for  letters 
of  Reprisalls  to  be  graunted  unto  them  and  that  theye  not 
findinge  anie  other  meanes  by  order  of  lustice  to  be  yielded 
unto  them  mighte  be  licensed  to  staie  apprehend  and  take  the 
shipps  goodes  and  merchandizes  of  the  hinges  of  Spaine  or  anie 
his  subiects  wheresoever  uppon  the  seas  to  answere  and  satisfie 
the  losse  and  damadge  by  them  sustained  by  reason  of  theire 
shipps  and  goods  be  taken  and  retained.  Hathe  by  her  ma's 
lettres  pattents  bearinge  date  the  ixtb  daie  of  Julie  1585  under 
her  ma's  scale  willed  and  authorized  me  the  High  Admirall  to 


1  The  famous  Lord  Howard  of  Effiugharn.    In  1596  news  had  arrived  of  another  attempt  against 
England  on  the  part  of  Spain.    Howard  and  Essex  attacked  Cadiz.    On  his  return  Elizabeth  wrote  :— 
"  You  have  made  me  famous,  dreadful  and  renowned,  not  more  for  your  victory  than  for  your  courage." 
The  following  year  Howard  was  made  Earl  of  Nottingham.    He  died  in  1624  at  the  age  "of  84,  and  was 
burled  in  Reigate  in  the  family  vault,  although  it  is  commonly  thought  that  he  lies  in  St.  Margaret's, 
Westminster,  where  a  monument  has  been  erected  to  his  memory. 

2  Philip  II,  who  died  in  the  latter  part  of  this  year. 

s  Philip  II  was  at  this  time  also  Philip  I  of  Portugal,  as  this  period  is  known  in  the  history  of 
Portugal  as  the  "sixty  years  of  captivity,"  on  account  of  her  subjection  to  Spain. 
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graunte  Comission  for  thapprehendinge  and  takinge  the  shipps 
goods  and  merchandizes  of  the  lunge  of  Spaine  or  anie  of  his 
subjects  to  such  her  ma's  lovinge  subiects  (obliterated)  and  in 
such  manner  and  forme  and  accordinge  to  suche  Rules  and 
orders  as  by  the  Lordes  and  others  of  her  ma's  privie  Counsell 
or  by  anie  sixe  of  them  shoulde  be  aggreed  uppon  in  writing  (?) 
under  theire  handes  and  whereas  ten  of  the  Lordes  and  others 
of  her  ma's  privie  Counsell  have  aggreed  uppon  certain  rules 
and  orders  in  that  behalf  in  writeinge  under  their  handes 
and  have  delivered  (?)  the  same  to  me  for  my  direction  therein 
such  rules  and  orders  be  and  remaine  in  th'  nie1  of  rewarde. 

And  whereas  further  Lawrence  Prouse2  of  South  Hampton 
Gentleman  hath  made  proofe  before  me  that  certaine  of  his 
shipes  goodes  and  merchandizes  more  of  late  staied  arrested 
and  detained  in  the  ports  of  Spaine  by  the  kings  order  and 
aucthoritie  there  and  that  the  losse  and  damadge  unto  him 
by  reason  of  his  shipps  goodes  and  merchandizes  so  staied 
arrestinge  doth  amounte  to  the  some  of  one  thousand  pounds 
ster.  or  thereabouts  whereuppon  the  sd.  Lawrence  Prouse  gent, 
hath  redie  equipped  furnished  and  victualled  to  the  seas  one 
shippe  called  the  Welcome  of  Hampton  of  the  burthen  of 
xxxv  tonnes  or  thereabouts  whereof  Thomas  Starkiwell  goeth 
Captain,  John  Dible  (?)  (obliterated)  Shirlie  mariners  and  men 
of  warre  beinge  victualled  for  sixe  monethes  and  furnished  in 
th'  Three  laste  yeeres.  And  hath  likewise  entred  into  bond 
in  her  ma's  high  Court  of  the  Admitle  that  withen  these  shippe 
nor  anie  the  Companie  thereof  sail  not  attempte  anie  thinge 
againste  anie  her  ma's  loveing  subiects  the  subiects  of  the 
Frenche  kinge3  the  kings  of  Scotland4  Denmarke5  or  Sweden6 
or  anie  the  Inhabitants  of  the  united  provinces  of  the  Haunce 
Townes7  or  lowe  Countries  or  the  subiects  of  anie  other  prince 
or  potentate  beinge  in  good  leage  and  amitie  with  her  ma'tie 
but  only  againste  the  subiects  of  the  kinge  of  Spaine  and  alsoe 

1  I  can  assign  no  meaning  to  this  phrase. 

2  t).  Books  of  Examination*  and  Depotitiont  (Aulirey  and  Hamilton),  p.  1 1 1. 

3  Henry  IV  (of  Navarre).  *  James  VI. 
«  Christian  IV.  6  Slgismund. 

:  The  chief  cities  of  the  four  divisions  of  the  Hanse  League  were  Lflbeck,  Cologne,  Brunswick  and 
Dantzic.  The  principal  factories  were  Novgorod,  London,  Bruges  and  Bergen.  The  Hanse  League  wag 
at  the  height  of  Its  prosperity  In  the  fifteenth  century.  It*  trade  was  In  the  produce  of  Scandinavia,  the 
Baltic  and  Muscovy.  In  England  its  chief  settlements  were  In  London,  Lynn  and  Boston.  In  London 
the  League  was  established  In  the  thirteenth  century  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Tower,  under  the 
name  of  Alderman  and  Merchants  of  the  Steelyard.  Their  representatives  were  expelled  at  the  end  at 
Elizabeth's  reign. 
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shalbringe  or  cause  to  be  broughte  all  suche  shipps  goods  and 
merchandizes  as  they  shall  soe  take  and  apprehend  of  the  kinge 
of  Spaine  or  anie  his  subiects  togeather  with  thre  or  fower  of 
the  Companie  of  everie  suche  prize  as  shalbe  of  most  accompte 
whereof  the  master  and  pilott  to  be  two  to  some  porte  of  this 
her  ma's  Realme  of  England  as  shalbe  moste  convenient  for 
them  and  shall  not  breake  hurte  waste  spoile  sell  or  diminishe 
anie  suche  shipps  and  goodes  soe  taken  nntill  they  shalbe 
adiudged  in  her  ma's  highe  Courte  of  the  Admitie  to  be  lawfull 
prize  and  thereuppon  an  Inventorie  to  be  taken  by  the  vice- 
admirall  of  the  place  or  his  deputie  and  other  publicque  officers 
of  the  same  and  apprisement1  made  of  the  same  goodes  by  some 
sixe  honest  men  Inhabitants  of  the  said  porte  where  they  shall 
soe  arrive,  And  that  the  same  Inventorie  and  apprisment  shalbe 
retorned  into  her  ma's  highe  Courte  of  the  Admitie  within  sixe 
weeks  then  next  followinge. 

Knowe  yee  therefore  that  I  the  sd.  Charles  Earle  of  Noting- 
ham  Lord  Highe  Admirall  aforesd.  by  vertue  of  her  ma's  sd. 
lettres  pattents  to  me  directed  doe  license  and  aucthorize  these 
Lawrence  Prouse  Gentleman  to  sett  forth  to  the  seas  the  sd. 
shippe  called  the  Welcome  soe  as  is  aforesd.  furnished  and 
munited  and  therewith  to  sett  uppon  and  by  force  of  armes  to 
take  and  apprehende  anie  of  the  shipps  goods  and  merchandizes 
of  the  kinge  of  Spaine  or  anie  his  subiects  in  as  ample  manner 
as  if  it  were  in  the  tyme  of  open  warre  betwixte  her  matie  and 
the  sd.  kinge  of  Spaine,  And  the  sd.  shipps  goods  and  merchan- 
dizes soe  taken  and  broughte  into  some  porte  of  this  her  ma's 
Realme  of  England  as  shalbe  moste  convenient  for  them  and 
thereof  an  Inventorie  taken  apprisement  made  and  ludgement 
geven  in  the  sd.  highe  Courte  of  the  Admite  for  thapprobacon 
of  the  same  to  be  a  good  and  lawfull  prize  in  manner  and  forme 
aforesd,  Then  the  sd.  shipps  goods  and  merchandizes  to  kepe 
and  retaigne  in  his  or  their  possession  and  to  make  sale  and 
dispose  thereof  in  open  markett  or  howesoever  els  to  theire  beste 
benifitt  in  as  ample  and  benificiall  manner  as  is  the  sd.  shipps 
goodes  and  merchandizes  had  byn  come  by  the  lawfull  trafficque 
and  trade  of  merchants  or  as  iuste  prize  in  the  time  of  open 
warre  betwixte  her  ma'tie  and  the  sd.  kinge  of  Spaine,  Soe  that 
neither  the  sd.  Captaine  nor  anie  the  Companie  thereof  that 
shall  in  his  or  theire  owne  person  serve  in  the  shippe  aforesd. 

i  Appraisement. 
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or  otherwise  beare  chardge  in  the  Adventure  or  in  anie  other 
sorte  further  or  sett  forwards  the  sd.  enterprize  in  manner 
and  forme  aforesd.  shall  not  be  reputed  or  challendged  for  anie 
offender  againste  her  ma's  laws.  And  that  alsoe  it  shalbe  law- 
full  for  anie  manner  of  person  to  buy  the  sd.  shipps  goods 
and  merchandizes  soe  as  is  aforesd.  taken  praised  Inventoried 
and  adiudged  without  anie  dannger  losse  hindraunce  trouble 
molestacon  or  incumbraunce  whatsoever. 

Provided  all  waies  that  if  by  color  of  this  Comission  there 
shalbe  taken  anie  shipps  goodes  or  merchandizes  of  any  her 
ma's  loveinge  subiects  the  subjects  of  Frenche  kinge  the  kings 
of  Scotland  Denmarke  or  Sweden  or  anie  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
united  provinces  of  the  Haunce  townes  or  lowe  Countries  or 
the  subiects  of  anie  other  prince  or  potentate  beinge  in  good 
leage  and  amitie  with  her  matio,  And  the  same  or  anie  other 
shipps  or  goodes  taken  by  aucthoritie  thereof  shalbe  spoiled 
soulde  ymbeacelled  or  diminished  before  they  shalbe  adiudged 
in  the  sd.  highe  Courte  of  the  Admtie  to  belonge  to  the  kinge 
of  Spaine  or  some  of  his  subiects,  That  then  this  Comission  to 
be  voide  and  of  noe  sufficient  aucthoritie  either  to  take  the  said 
shipps  and  goodes  or  to  warrante  or  save  harmeles  such  as  shall 
receave  buy  or  intermedle  therein  but  that  alsoe  both  the  prizes 
soe  taken  and  the  shipps  of  warre  shalbe  confiscate  to  or  use. 

Provided  allsoe  that  the  sd.  shipps  goods  and  merchandizes 
soe  as  is  aforesd.  after  an  Inventorie  taken  apprisemont  made 
and  Judgement  geven  in  the  sd.  Courte  of  the  Admtle  in  manner 
and  forme  aforesd.  shalbe  equallie  devided  into  thre  parts 
whereof  one  parte  to  goe  to  the  merchants  and  owners  of  the 
sd.  shippe  an  other  parte  to  the  victuallers  and  the  third  parte 
to  the  Capt.  mr.  mariners  and  souldiers  (?)  thereof. 

Provided  further  that  this  Comission  shall  remaine  and  be 
in  force  for  the  space  of  sixe  monethes  from  the  daie  of  the 
date  thereof. 

In  wittnes  whereof  I  have  hereunto  caused  the  greate  scale 
of  myne  office  to  be  affixed. 

Geoven  at  London  in  her  ma's  high  Courte  of  the  Admille 
aforesd.  the  Fourth  xx  daie  of  September  1598.  And  in  the 
Fortith  yere  of  the  raigne  of  or  Soveraigne  Ladie  Elizabeth 
by  the  grace  of  God  Queene  of  England  Fraunce  and  Irelande 
Defendres  of  the  Faithe  etc. 
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Commission 
of  Oyer  and 
Terminer 
and  Gaol 
Delivery 
to  the 
Lord  High 
Admiral 
and  others. 


ii  CHARLES  I  (1636). 

CAROLUS  dei  gratla  Angliae  Scociae  Franciae  et  Hiberniae 
Rex  fidei  Defensor  etc. 

Predilcctis  et  fidelibus  nostris  Domino  magno  Admirallo1  n°9tro 
Angliae  Hiberniae  Walliae  ac  eius  locum  tenenti  sive  Deputato 
suo  pro  tempore  existen1'  Ac  predilecto  et  fideli  Consiliario 
nostro  Thomae  Domino  Coventrye2  Domino  Custodi  magni  Sigilli 
nostri  Angliae  Aceciam  Charissimis  Consanguineis  nostris  Johanni 
Marchioni  Winton3  Thomae  Comiti  Southamptoniae  4  Willhelmo 
Comiti  Hertford5  Necnon  dilectis  et  fidelibus  nostris  Henrlco 
Marten6  militi  supremae  Curiae  n°Ve  Admirallitatis  n°Ve 
Angliae  ludici  nostro  Maiori7  Villae  Southamptoniae  et  Comltatns 
eiusdem  pro  tempore  existen11  Roberto  Mason8  legum  D^tori 
Curlae  Admirallitatis  in  Comltatu  nostro  Southamptoniae  et  Insula 
Vectis  ludici  nostro  Thomae  Levingston9  Armigero  villae  nostrae 
Southamptoniae  Recordatori  Johnnni  Guillam10  Georgio  Gallopp11 
Edwardo  Exton12  NichOIo  Pescod13  Johanni  Clangeon14  Nathan ieli 
Mill15  Petro  Seale16  Thomae  Mason17  et  Petro  Clangeon18  dictae 
Villne  n°Ve  Southamptoniae  Aldermannis  salutem. 


1 1  think  the  Lord  High  Admiral  was  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  who  in  this  year  equipped  a 
fleet  of  sixty  ships,  the  most  formidable  ever  known  in  England,  to  attack  the  Dutch. 

2  Thomas,  Lord  Coventry,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  opened  Charles  I's  second  Parliament, 
and  delivered  the  king's  reprimand  of  the  unruly  house  which  declined  to  grant  adequate  supplies. 
When  he  opened  the  third  Parliament  he  announced  the  royal  threat  that  the  king  would  rule  absolutely 
in  case  of  further  insubordination.    In  1627  he  was  created  Baron  Coventry.    In  advocating  ship-money 
lie  said  :  "  The  dominion  of  the  sea  as  it  is  an  ancient  and  undoubted  right  of  the  Crown  of  England,  so 
it  is  the  best  security  of  the  land.    The  wooden  walls  are  the  best  wall  of  this  kingdom  "  (Rushworth, 
II,  p.  294).    He  died  in  1639. 

3  John  Paulet,  the  fifth  Marquis  of  Winchester,  was  captain  of  Netley  Castle  in  1626  and  keeper  of 
Pember  Forest  in  1629.    His  seat,  Basing  House,  became  the  chief  resort  of  the  Queen's  friends  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.    On  every  pane  of  glass  in  the  house  he  had  scratched  with  a  diamond, 
"Aimez  Loyaut6."    He  successfully  withstood  the  famous  siege  of  Basing  House  for  three  months 
against  overwhelming  forces  in  1644.    He  was  harshly  treated  by  Cromwell,  who  expressly  stipulated 
that  hla  name  should  be  exempted  from  pardon  (Lords'  Journals,  X,p.  548).   He  lived  in  retirement  at 
Englefield,  Berks,  at  the  Restoration.    He  died  and  was  buried  there  in  1675. 

4  Thomas  Wriothesley,  fourth  Earl  of  Southampton,  owned  Southampton  House,  in  Holborn,  and 
property  around  Beanlieu.    In  the  Short  Parliament,  1640,  voted  in  the  minority  of  the  House  of  Lords 
which  supported  the  resolution  that  redress  of  grievances  should  precede  supply.    Was  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Hants  in  1641.    A  staunch  supporter  of  Charles,  he  always  aimed  at  peace.    Charles  visited  South- 
ampton at  Titchfleld,  on  his  way  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  Southampton  accompanied  him.    He  stopped 
with  Charles  to  the  last,  and  obtained  leave  to  watch  his  dead  body.    He  relates  that  hi  the  darkness 
a  muffled  figure  entered  the  chamber  and  muttered,  "  Stern  necessity."    This,  he  added,  was  Cromwell. 
He  died  in  1666,  and  was  buried  at  Titchfleld. 

5  William  Seymour  was  the  second  Earl  of  Hertford.    In  1602  Antony  Rivers  wrote  :  "  Some  say 
Arabella  Stuart  is  married  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford's  grandchild,  which  is  false"  (Cal.  State  Papers, 
1601-3,  p.  299).    However,  in  1609,  he  privately  married  her,  although  she  was  thirteen  years  his  senior. 
In  1641  he  was  appointed  Lleut.-General  of  the  western  counties  from  Oxford  to  Land's  End,  and  from 
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Charles,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc. 

To  our  beloved  and  faithful  our  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
England,  Ireland  and  Wales,  and  his  lieutenant  or  deputy  for 
the  time  being,  and  to  our  beloved  and  faithful  councillor 
Thomas,  Lord  Coventry,  the  lord  keeper  of  our  great  seal  of 
England,  and  also  to  our  most  dear  cousins,  John,  Marquis 
of  Winchester,  Thomas,  Earl  of  Southampton,  William,  Earl  of 
Hertford,  and  also  to  our  beloved  and  faithful  Sir  Henry  Marten, 
judge  of  our  supreme  Court  of  our  Admiralty  of  England,  to 
our  mayor  of  the  town  of  Southampton  and  county  of  the  same 
for  the  time  being,  Robert  Mason,  Doctor  of  Laws,  of  our  Court 
of  the  Admiralty  in  our  count)'  of  Southampton  and  our  judge 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Thomas  Levingston,  Esq.,  recorder  of  our 
town  of  Southampton,  John  Gwillam,  George  Gallopp,  Edward 
Exton,  Nicholas  Pescod,  John  Clangeon,  Nathaniel  Mill,  Peter 
Scale  (Scale  ?),  Thomas  Mason  and  Peter  Clangeon,  aldermen 
of  our  said  town  of  Southampton,  greeting. 


Southampton  to  Cardigan.  During  the  Commonwealth  he  was  confined  to  his  home  at  Netley.  At  the 
Restoration  he  was  created  Duke  of  Somerset,  but  be  died  the  same  year,  and  was  buried  at  Bedwyn 
Magna,  Wilts. 

«  Sir  Henry  Marten  was  educated  at  Winchester  College.  In  1616  he  was  made  judge  of  the 
Admiralty  Court.  He  wan  regarded  as  the  first  civilian  of  hi*  time.  He  died  in  1641, and  was  buried  at 
Longworth,  Berks. 

7  Peter  Prlaulx,  who  was  sheriff  In  1619,  and  mayor  in  1622.    Robert,  probably  his  son,  a  merchant 
of  London,  gave  to  the  poor  of  St.  Laurence,  his  native  parish,  £20. 

8  Robert   Mason  was   recorder  in   1633-6 ;  recorder  of  Winchester  and  afterwards  of  London. 
Defended  Sir  John  Eliot  in  1630  ;  appointed  In  1635  commissioner  of  Oyez  and  Terminer,  but,  Buys  Diet, 
of  Nat.  Biog.,  died  In  1635.    There  was  another  Robert  Mason  who  was  a  LL.D.  and  secretary  to  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham.    He  was  a  fellow  of  St.  John's,  Cambridge,  and  left  his  library  to  the  College. 
There  may  be  confusion  between  the  two. 

9  Thomai  Levingston  was  still  recorder  In  1651,  when  the  Corporation  was  directed  to  choose  a 
new  recorder  In  the  person  of  John  Lisle,  Lord  Commissioner,  but  Mr.  Levlngston  brought  a  writ  of 
restitution  from  the  Upper  Bench,  and  was  restored  and  held  office  to  1662.    He  was  M.P.  In  1640 
(Speed's  Hist,  of  Southampton,  ed.  E.  R.  Aubrey,  p.  51). 

10  John  Gwillam  was  sheriff  in  1631,  and  mayor  In  1634. 

11  George  Gallop  was  sheriff  in  1615,  and  mayor  In  1621  and  1632. 

12  Edward  Exton  was  sheriff  in  1620,  and  mayor  in  1623  and  1636. 

13  Nicholas  Pescod  was  sheriff  in  1622,  and  mayor  in  1625  and  1640. 

14  John  Clangeon  was  sheriff  in  1625,  and  mayor  In  1628. 
is  Nathaniel  Mlll(s)  was  sheriff  In  1626,  and  mayor  In  1629. 

i«  Peter  Seale  was  sheriff  in  1628,  and  mayor  In  1630  and  164S. 
IT  Thomas  Mason  was  sheriff  in  1629,  and  mayor  In  1631  and  1643. 
is  Peter  Clangeon  was  sheriff  in  1630,  and  mayor  in  1633  and  1646. 
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[Here  follows  "  25  Elizabeth,"  with  the  necessary  changes 
of  names,  as  far  as  "  attemptari  fieri,"  page  136.] 

committi  seu  perpetrari  contigerit  secundum  leges  et  consuetudines 
predictas  ac  formam  statutornm  ordinacionnm  et  proclamatorntn 
hniusmodi  castigand03  et  puniend08.  Et  quos  insontes  minus. (?) 
culpabiles  nee  reos  comperietis  eos  iuxta  iuris  exigencia  legum- 
que  et  Iurium  huius  Regni  perservatornm  et  ordinatornm  dimittend08 
liberandos  et  exonerandos. 

[From  "  Et  ideo  vobis  "  down  to  "  Admirallitatis  eiusdem" 
is  repeated  as  on  pp.  136  and  138.] 

Mandantes  (illegible)  — tend  vigore  presencium  et  nomine 
nostro  firmiter  et  strict6  percipi  et  mandantes  presentes  tarn  vice- 
comit1 

[From  "  dictae  Villae  "  down  to  "prout  decet"  is  repeated 
as  on  p.  138.] 

In  cuius  rei  fecimus  has  litteras  nostras  fieri  patentes. 
Teste   me    ipso    apud   \Vestmouasterinu3    vicesimo    secundo    die 
Marcii  Anno  regni  nostri  undecimo. 
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shall  happen  to  be  committed  or  perpetrated,  to  be  chastised 
and  punished  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and  customs  afore- 
said and  the  form  of  such  statutes,  ordinances  and  proclama- 
tions. And  those  who  ye  shall  find  to  be  innocent,  blameless 
and  inoffensive  shall  be  dismissed,  liberated  and  exonerated  in 
accordance  with  the  exigencies  of  the  law  and  statutes  of  this 
realm  preserved  and  ordained. 


Bidding  it  by  vigour  of  these  presents  and  by  our  name  firmly 
and  strictly  to  be  perceived,  and  bidding  the  present  sheriff,  etc. 


In  testimony  of  which  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patent. 

Witness  my  hand  at  Westminster  on  the  twenty-second  day 
of  March,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  our  reign.  [1636.] 


Hppenbices. 
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APPKNDIX     I. 


No.  XXII. 


7  HENRY  IV  (1406) 


Omnibus     Christi     fidelibus     presens     scriptum     visuris     vel 
audituris. 

Ricardus   Wyot  Senescallus    venerabilis    in   Christo  patris  et 


Grant  of 
Licence  to 
the  Mayor 
and  Com- 

Southamp-  domini  domini  Henrici  Beaufort1  Wyntoniae  Epi8001*1  ac  lusticiar" 
pavilionis2  feriae  eiusdem  domin1  Epi800^  supra  montem  sancti 
Egidii  iuxta  Wyntonlam  et  Simon  Membury  Thesaurarius 


eiusdfcm    venerabilis    patris    palacii  sui   de   Wolneseye    salutem 
in  domino  semperternam. 

Cum  per  composiciones  et  confirmac'o'^s  quondam  inter 
predecessores  dicti  domini  Episcopi  et  predecessores  Maioris  et 
Commnnitatis  Villae  Suthamptonlae  inter  cetera  extita  compositum 


the  town 
daring  the 
Fairs  of 
St.  Giles, 
by  the 
Steward 
and  the 
Treasurer 
of  the 

the  Bishop  of  e^  confirmatum  qnod  vendiciones  empc^es  et  verum  venalium 

Winchester.  mercandisae  durantibus  Nundinis   Sancti   Egidii  supra  montem 

predictum    a    quocumque    in   Villa    Suthamptouiae    predicta    exeptis 

victualibus   fieri   non   debent   nisi    snb   certis   condicionibus   in 

predictis  composicionibus  et  confirmacionibus  contentis. 

Noveritis  nos  prefatos  Ricardum  et  Simonem  pro  certo  fine 
videl5cet  Quadraginta  solidorum  per  Maiorem  et  commnnitatem 
dictae  Villae  fact0  et  nobis  ad  usum  dicti  domini  Episcopi  solut0 
a  toto  tempore  quo  prefatus  dominus  noster  Episcopus  stetit  in 
Eplscopatu  suo  predicto  usque  in  diem  confeccionis  presencium 
videl'cet  pro  duobus  annis  ultimo  iam  elapsis  dedisse  ac  vice 
et  nomine  dicti  domini  Episcopi  concessisse  Maioribus  et 
Communitati  Villae  Suthamptoniae  pro  tempore  existentibus 


1  Henry  Beaufort,  the  celebrated  cardinal.    He  was  the  second  son  of  John  of  Gaunt  and  Catherine 
Swynford.    He  took  the  name  of  Beaufort  from  his  birthplace  in  Anjou.    He  was  appointed  Bishop  of 
Lincoln  in  1398,  and  succeeded  William  of  Wykeham  to  the  See  of  Winchester  in  1405. 

2  The  Pavilion  Court  (a  Pie-Powder  Court)  was  held  at  St.  Giles'  Fair,  Winchester.    It  was  so  called 
because  it  was  held  in  a  tent.    It  was  held  on  St.  Giles"  Day  (September  1st).    William  I  gave  the  grant 
to  Bishop  Walkelin  for  a  one-day  fair,  but  the  period  was  extended  by  William  II  (three  days),  Henry  I 
(eight  days),  Stephen  (fourteen  days),  and  Henry  III  (sixteen  days).    During  the  continuance  of  the 
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To  all  faithful  subjects  of  Christ  who  shall  see  or  hear  the 
present  writing. 

^  Richard  Wyot,  seneschal  of  the  venerable  father  and  lord  in 
Christ,  Lord  Henry  Beaufort,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  and  justice 
of  the  Pavilion  Court  of  the  fair  of  the  same  lord  bishop  upon 
St.  Giles'  Hill,  near  Winchester,  and  Simon  Membury,  treasurer 
of  his  palace  of  Wolnesey,  of  the  same  venerable  father,  greeting 
eternal  in  the  Lord. 

When  by  compositions  and  confirmations  in  former  times 
between  the  predecessors  of  the  lord  bishop  and  the  predeces- 
sors of  the  mayor  and  community  of  the  town  of  Southampton, 
amongst  other  things  it  was  compounded  and  confirmed  that 
buying  and  selling  and  the  barter  of  merchandise  during  the 
fair  of  St.  Giles  on  the  hill  aforesaid  by  any  person  soever  in 
the  town  of  Southampton  aforesaid,  except  of  provisions,  ought 
not  to  take  place  except  under  certain  conditions  contained  in 
the  aforesaid  compositions  and  confirmations.  Know  ye  that 
we,  the  aforesaid  Richard  and  Simon,  for  a  certain  fine,  to  wit, 
forty  shillings  paid  by  the  mayor  and  community  of  the  said 
town,  and  paid  to  us  for  the  use  of  the  said  lord  bishop,  from 
the  whole  time  in  which  our  aforesaid  lord  bishop  held  his 
aforesaid  bishopric  to  the  day  of  the  completion  of  these 
presents,  to  wit,  for  two  years  past  now  elapsed,  have  given 
and  in  stead  and  name  of  the  said  lord  bishop  have  granted 
to  the  mayors  and  community  of  the  town  of  Southampton  for 


fair  no  business  could  be  done  within  a  radios  of  twenty-one  miles  of  the  fair.  Southampton  on  screral 
occasions  had  controversies  with  the  bishop  for  stopping  their  traffic,  alleging  that  they  had  charter 
rights.  This  document  proves  that  this  was  the  case.  The  fine  the  town  paid  for  these  rights  appear* 
here  to  have  been  20,'-  a  year,  but  this  amount  was  slightly  increased,  as  In  1488  we  read  :  "  Allno  pnyd 
ye  daye  aforesayd  for  owr  fyne  of  the  paulyn,  xxfls.  vllid."  In  1601  money  payment  was  commuted, 
for  In  that  year  the  bishop  received  for  three  years  two  buttt  of  malvesey  wine  valued  at  £»  «*.  80. 
(Davies,  Ilitt.  of  Southampton,  p.  •-')•">  . 
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liberam  gratam  et  sanam  licencia™  vendiciones  empciones 
verum  venalium  mercandisas  et  aliam  in  dictis  composicion- 
ibus  et  confirmacionibus  perhibitam  durantibus  Nundinis 
supradictis  infra  Villam  prediclam  facere. 

De  quibus  ut  pcrmittitur  nomine  dicti  domini  Eplscopi  pro  toto 
tempore  predicto  viz.  duobus  annis  ultimo  iam  elapsis  ipsos 
Maiores  et  Commnuitatem  pro  tempore  existentes  et  successores 
suos  imperpetuum  acquictamus  et  exoneramus  per  presentes 
non  obstantibns  aliquibus  articulis  in  coutrarium  in  dictis 
composicionibus  et  confirmacionibus. 

In  cuius  rei  testimonium  huic  presenti  scripto  sigilla  nostra 
imposuimus. 

Datnm  Wyntonia  die  dominica1  proxime  ante  festum  sancti 
Michaelis  Archangeli  Anno  regni  Regis  Henrici  quarti  post 
conquestum  septimo. 


i  September  23rd. 
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the  time  being,  free,  acceptable  and  sound  licence,  selling  and 
buying  and  barter  of  merchandise,  and  to  do  all  else  mentioned 
in  the  said  compositions  and  confirmations,  during  the  fair 
abovesaid,  within  the  town  aforesaid. 

Concerning  which,  as  is  allowed  in  the  name  of  the  said  lord 
bishop  for  the  whole  time  aforesaid,  to  wit,  the  two  years  now 
past,  we  quit  and  exonerate  by  these  presents  the  same  mayors 
and  community  for  the  time  being  and  their  successors  for  ever, 
any  articles  to  the  contrary  in  the  said  compositions  and  con- 
firmations notwithstanding. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  appended  to  this  present 
writing  our  seals. 

Dated  at  Winchester  on  the  Lord's  day  next  before  the  feast 
of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  the  Fourth  after  the  Conquest.  [1406.] 
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APPKNDIX     II. 

No.  XXIII. 

10  JAMES  I  (I6I2).1 

JACOBUS  del  gratia  Angliae  Scotiae  Franciae  et  Hiberniae  Rex 
fidei  defensor  etc.  Maiori  et  Ballivis  Villae  n°Ve  Southamptoniae 
salntem. 

Ostens™  est  nobis  in  Curla  nostra  coram  Iusticlarlls  n°8tris  apud 
Westmonasterium  ex  parte  Thomae  Elliott2  mercatoris  qnod  cum 
ipse  et  quiljbet  ligeus  noster  in  veniendo  versus  Curlaui  nostram  de 
Banco  ad  aliquod  breve  vobis  placitum  ibidem  persequendnm  vobls 
defendendnm  ibidem  morando  et  exinde  versus  sua  propria 
redenndo  sub  p^tecfone  nostra  esse  debeant  et  temporalibus 
retroactis  consueverunt  absque  arrestat'one  attachiamento  vel 
districc'one  suorum  corporum  vel  bonorum  aut  catallorum 
suorum  per  ministros  alicuius  Curiae  dietae  Curlae  nostrae  de  Banco 
inferioris  aliqualibet  eis  dummodo  eidem  Cur'ae  opportune 
intendere  debeant  inferend0  iuxta  libertates  et  privilegia 
eiusdem  Curlae  a  tempore  quo  non  extat  memoria  usitat8  et 
approbata  in  eadem. 

Quidam  tamen  malevoli  machinantes  ipsnm  Thomam  multi- 
pliciter  pergravare  diversa  bona  et  catalla  ipsius  Thomae  ut  fuit 
in  veniendo  versus  Curlam  nostram  de  Banco  predictam  isto  eodem 
Turn  ad  loquend""1  cum  consilio  et  Attornatis  sius  pro  certa 
informac'one  et  noticia  habenda  qualibet  (sic)  processn  in  quadam 
secta  per  ipsum  Thomam  versus  quendam  Jacobum  Arnewoode 
generosum  de  placito  debito  supra  demandum  decem  librarum  et 
decem  solidorum  in  eadem  Curla  nostra  de  Banco  iam  tarde 
prosecut°  et  quid  eis  pro  festina  recup^t'one  deblta  predicta 
amplius  inde  fieri  videretur  per  ministros  vestros  arrestari  et 
attach1""  procuraverunt  minus  iuste  in  ipsius  Thorn"  e  dampnu"1 
non  modicum  et  gravamen  ac  contra  libertates  et  privilegia 


i  Tills  document,  which  is  upon  nine  sheets  of  coarse  paper,  was  presented  to  the  town  by  Sheriff 
Bathe,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Court  Leet  on  May  6tb,  1919.  It  is  not  well  written,  and  so  corrupt  in 
parts  that  little  Reuse  can  be  made. 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

James,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc.,  to  the  mayor 
and  bailiffs  of  our  town  of  Southampton,  greeting. 

It  has  been  shown  to  us  in  our  court  before  our  judges  at 
Westminster,  ex  parte  Thomas  Elliott,  merchant,  that  whereas 
he  or  any  of  our  subjects  ought  to  be  under  our  protection  in 
coming  to  our  Court  of  the  Bench  for  any  writ  that  has  been 
decided  by  you  to  be  pursued  there  and  defended  by  you,  while 
tarrying  there  and  returning  thence  to  his  own  place,  and  in 
the  past  they  have  been  accustomed  without  arrest,  attachment 
or  hindrance  of  their  bodies  or  goods  or  chattels  by  the  servants 
of  any  lower  court  of  our  said  Court  of  the  Bench  in  any  way, 
provided  only  that  they  must  attend  the  same  court  at  a 
convenient  season  to  plead  in  accordance  with  the  liberties 
and  privileges  of  the  same  court  used  and  approved  in  the 
same  from  a  time  which  memory  no  longer  records. 

Nevertheless  certain  malevolent  persons,  plotting  against  the 
said  Thomas  in  divers  ways  to  seize  various  goods  and  chattels 
of  the  said  Thomas  as  he  was  on  his  very  journey  to  our  Court 
of  the  Bench  aforesaid,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  speaking 
with  his  counsel  and  attorneys  for  holding  certain  information 
and  notice  by  any  process  whatever  in  a  certain  suit  by  the 
same  Thomas  against  a  certain  James  Arnewood,  gentleman, 
concerning  a  plea  due  about  a  demand  of  ten  pounds  and  ten 
shillings  pursued  lately  in  the  same  our  Court  of  the  Bench, 
and  they  had  procured  the  arrest  and  attachment  by  your 
servants  of  what  seemed  good  to  them  to  be  more  fully  done 
for  the  speedy  recovery  of  the  debt  aforesaid,  by  no  means  justly, 
to  the  no  small  loss  and  hardship  of  the  said  Thomas,  and 
contrary  to  the  liberties  and  privileges  aforesaid,  whence  he 


J  There  Is  a  mass  of  documents  In  the  Muniment  Room  which  concern  this  lawsuit.  It  dragged 
on  for  many  years,  because  these  relate  to  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  In  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber 
In  the  years  1616-7. 
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predicta  unde  nobis  supplicavit  sibi  de  remedio  congruo  in 
hac  parte  provideri.  Ac  quia  volumns  eidem  Thomae  in  hac 
parte  fieri  quod  est  iustus  et  ratloni  (sic)  conscius.  Ac  libertates 
et  privilegia  predicta  inviolabilit01'  observari  vobis  et  cuil'bet 
vestrnm  percipimus  qtlod  ad  aliqua  bona  aut  catalla  ipsius 
Thomae  per  ministros  vestros  aut  alicuius  vestrum  arrestat"  aut 
attachiata.  Aut  tune  Iusticiarios  nostros  de  Banco  predictos  apud 
Westmonasterinm  de  die  causa  qualitate  et  quantitate  attachiati 
illius  quocumque  non'ine  idem  Thomas  in  querela  sive  querelis 
coram  vobis  aut  aliquo  vcstrnm  inde  levatus  censeatur  in  Crastino 
sanctae  Trinitatis  redditis  certiores  ut  iidem  Iusticlaril  nostri  pcr 
vos  inde  edocti  secund"m  legem  et  consnetudinem  regni  nostri 
Angliae  ac  libertates  et  privilegia  predicta  facere  valeant  quod 
est  iustum.  Ac  habeatnr  ibi  hie  lutrae  patentes.  Data  Coke1  apud 

Westmonasterium    xxo    die    Maii    AnnQ    regui    nostri    Angllae    Franc""8    et 

Hiberniae  decimo  et  Scotiae  quadragesimo  quinto.2 


Appended  to  the  document  is  the  following : — 
Executio   istius  Ptteris  (sic)  patentis  in  quadam  Redula  huic 

ptejae    annexata    (^ 

Thomas  Bedford3  maior  Arthur  Baker4  Bayliffe  John  Maijor5 
Bayliffe  villae  et  Commnnitatis  Southamptouae  Placita  Curiae  d°minf 
Regis  pedispulv^izat1 6  tentae  apud  villam  Southamptonae  in 
Comumnitate  eiusciem  Villae  in  Guihalda  ibidem  Coram  maiore 
et  Ballivis  villae  predlctae  die  Jovis  viz.  xxiii  die  Januarii 
Anno  regni  domini  nostri  Jacobi  dei  graeia  Angllae  Scotiae  Franciae 
et  Hiberniae  Regis  fidei  defensoris  etc.  viz.  Angliae  Fraunciae  et 
Hiberniae  nono  Et  Scotiae  xlvto  hora  nona  ante  meridie"1 
eiusdem  diei  sec""dnm  consuetudinem  Villae  illius  a  tempore 
quo  non  extat  memoria  in  eadem  villa  hactenus  usitatam  et 
approbatam  etc. 


1  Sir  Edward  Coke  (1552-1634),  the  most  brilliant  lawyer  of  the  time.    He  was  born  at  Milcham, 
Norfolk.    He  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  Attorney-General  at  the  early  age  of  forty. 
Coke's  great  rival  was  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  who,  by  his  flattery  of  James  I,  gradually  ousted  him  from 
the  royal  favour.    In  the  year  following  the  date  of  this  letter  (1613)  Coke  was  appointed  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  but  he  was  removed  from  the  Bench  in  1616,  after  which  he  became  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
opposition.    His  last  public  service  was  his  share  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  Petition  of  Eight  (1628),  but 
the  following  year  he  retired  from  Parliament. 

2  James  became  King  of  Scotland  on  the  death  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  in  1567. 

3  Thomas  Bedford  was  sheriff  in  1608,  and  mayor  in  1611. 
«  Arthur  Baker  was  sheriff  in  1612,  and  mayor  in  1614. 
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has  prayed  us  that  he  be  provided  with  a  suitable  remedy  in 
this  part.  And  because  we  wish  justice  to  be  done  to  the  same 
Thomas  because  he  is  a  just  man  and  conscious  of  right,  and 
the  liberties  and  privileges  aforesaid  to  be  inviolably  observed, 
we  bid  you  and  any  of  you  that  for  any  goods  or  chattels  of  the 
same  Thomas  seized  or  attached  by  you  or  any  of  your  servants, 
you  inform  our  justices  of  the  Bench  aforesaid  at  Westminster 
concerning  the  day,  cause,  quality  and  quantity  of  the  property 
seized  under  whatsoever  designation  the  same  Thomas  thinks 
he  should  be  relieved  in  respect  to  the  complaint  or  complaints 
brought  before  you  or  any  of  you,  on  the  morrow  of  Holy 
Trinity  Day,  so  that  the  same  our  justices  duly  informed  by 
you  in  accordance  with  the  liberties  and  privileges  aforesaid 
may  be  able  to  do  what  is  just.  And  let  these  letters  patent 
be  shewn  there. 

Given  by  Coke  at  Westminster  on  the  twentieth  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  reign  over  England,  France  and  Ireland  the 
tenth,  and  over  Scotland  the  forty-fifth.  [1612.] 

The  execution  of  the  same  letters  patent  was  annexed  to  this 
letter  in  a  certain 

Thomas  Bedford,  mayor,  Arthur  Baker,  bailiff,  John  Major, 
bailiff,  of  the  town  and  county  of  Southampton. 

Pleas  of  the  Pie-Powder  Court  of  our  lord  the  king  held  at 
the  town  of  Southampton,  in  the  county  of  the  same  town,  in 
the  Guildhall  in  the  same  place,  before  the  mayor  and  bailiffs 
of  the  aforesaid  town,  on  Thursday,  the  twenty-third  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Lord  Jacob,  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  King  of  England,  etc.,  viz.,  the  ninth  of  England, 
France  and  Ireland,  and  the  forty-fifth  of  Scotland,  at  the 
ninth  hour  before  noon  of  the  same  day,  in  accordance  with 
the  custom  of  that  town  hitherto  used  and  approved  from  the 
time  out  of  mind,  etc. 

5  John  Major  (Mayjor)  was  sheriff  In  1613,  and  mayor  In  1615. 

«  There  arises  a  difficulty  here  concerning  this  mention  of  the  Pie-Powder  Court.  It  was  held 
during  the  fairs  (hence  the  origin  of  its  name— the  Court  of  Dusty  Feet).  There  were  four  fairs  In 
Southampton  :  Trinity  Fair,  held  on  Trinity  Sunday  and  the  three  following  days  (therefore  about  the 
beginning  of  June) ;  Shrove  Fair,  held  on  the  Tuesday  before  Shrove  Sunday  and  the  two  following 
days  ( March  or  April) ;  St.  Mark's  Fair,  held  on  April  25th  and  the  two  following  days ;  and  St.  Andrew's 
Fair,  held  on  the  Tuesday  following  November  30th  and  the  two  following  days  («.  Daviei,  Hilt,  of 
Southampton,  pp.  230-1).  Now  here  the  court  is  sitting  in  January,  when  there  was  no  fair.  It  would 
be  Interesting  to  discover  whether  the  Town  Court  sat  as  the  Pie- Powder  Court  when  the  case  con- 
cerned a  citizen  of  another  county,  as  In  this  case— Wilts.  Against  this  is  the  fact  that  the  Town  Court 
sat  on  a  Tuesday. 
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Thomas  Elliott  attachiatus  fuit  apud  villa  Southamptonae 
predicta  die  Jovis  eiusdem  diei  etc.  per  bona  et  catalla  sua 
viz.  per  novem  Dolea  Oleo  Anglice  vocata  "nyne  hoggeshedds 
of  Trayne  Oyle " l  et  per  tria  millia  Pisclum  Anglice  vocata 
"Three"  Thowsande  of  Corifishe"2  per  Tabellas  secundnm  con- 
suetudinem  Villae  predictae  virtute  cuiusdam  Querelae  versus 
ipsum  per  nomen  Thomae  Elliott  alias  "Thomas  Elliott  of  the 
Cittie  of  Newe  Sarum3  in  the  Countie  of  Wiltes  merchant". 
ad  secta  Johannis  Clercke  alias  diet1  "  John  Clerck  of  the  towne 
and  Countie  of  Southampton  Marryner"  affirmatas  de  placitnm 
quod  teneat  ei  Conveniendum  inter  eos  fact  secundnm  vim 
formam  et  effect™  Quorundam  articulorum  Agrement1  indentat1 
fact1  conclud1  (sic)  et  agreat1  inde  inter  eos  confect1  etc. 

Placita  Curiae  etc.  pedispulv^izat*6  tentae  etc.  quinto  die 
Marcii  cum  Thoma8  Elliott  Junior  attaciatus  fuit  etc.  per 
bona  et  Catalla  sua  etc.  ad  secta  Williami  Wilkins  allas 
Awsten  affirmata  in  pl^it18  (terminatis)  (?)  super  casum  etc. 

Thomas  Bedford  Maior. 
Arthur  Baker  Bayliffe. 
John  Mai j or  Bayliffe. 


l  Train  oil  (D.  and  L.  G. :  traan  =  a  drop),  the  oil  procured  from  the  blubber  of  whales. 
>  Perhaps  fish  that  has  been  cleansed.    There  Is  an  obsolete  "  curry  "  —  to  scrape. 
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Thomas  Elliott  was  attached  at  the  town  of  Southampton 
on  the  aforesaid  Thursday,  etc.,  for  his  goods  and  chattels,  viz., 
for  nine  casks  of  oil,  called  in  English,  etc.,  and  for  three 
thousand  fish,  called  in  English  codfish,  by  written  evidence 
in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  town  aforesaid  by  virtue 
of  a  certain  complaint  against  him  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Elliott,  of  the  city  of  New  Sarum,  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
merchant,  at  the  suit  of  John  Clerk,  of  the  town  and  county 
of  Southampton,  mariner,  affirmed  concerning  the  plea,  which 
he  holds  should  be  agreed  by  him  upon  between  them  made 
in  accordance  with  the  force,  form  and  effect  of  certain  articles 
of  the  agreement  indented,  made,  concluded  and  agreed  upon, 
and  thereafter  completed  between  them,  etc. 

The  pleas  of  the  Court,  etc.,  of  Pie- Powder,  held,  etc.,  on 
the  fifth  day  of  March,  when  Thomas  Elliott,  Junior,  was 
attached,  etc.,  for  his  goods  and  chattels,  etc.,  at  the  suit  of 
William  Wilkins,  alias  Austen,  affirmed  in  the  pleas  upon 
the  case,  etc. 

Thomas  Bedford,   Mayor. 

Arthur  Baker,   Bailiff. 

John   Major,   Bailiff. 


3  In  1218  Bishop  Poore  removed  the  See  from  Old  Sarum.  According  to  Dr.  Maunde  Thompson, 
Sarum,  the  signature  of  the  bishop,  arose  out  of  a  contraction  for  Sarlsburla,  which  was  misread  Sarum. 
The  Norman  had  a  difficulty  In  pronouncing  Sartsberle  (Domesday  Book),  which,  on  their  llpt,  became 
Salisbury. 
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